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Dominican Republic 
Since Foursquare Missionaries Charlie and 

Darla Finocchiaro incorporated The Foursquare 

Church in the Dominican Republic 14 years ago, 

they have faithfully pastored believers there 

with the hope that a new generation of leaders 

would emerge to lead Foursquare ministry in 

the nation. Through partnerships with other 

missionary teams and Charlie’s church staff , now 

children, youth and adults are being discipled to 

fully follow Christ. Charlie says it is just a matter 

of time before indigenous leaders from among 

these disciples will assume full responsibility for 

their own Dominican national church movement. 

Francophone Nations
Dan Lucero, area missionary to Francophone 

nations and national leader of Foursquare 

France, and his wife, Martine, are working 

diligently to make Foursquare resources 

available in the French language. Among the 

fi rst books to be translated was John Amstutz’s 

seminal work on Foursquare Missions, called 

Disciples of All Nations. Foursquare Missions Press 

will print and distribute some of the books, 

while others will be distributed in digital form 

to some 25 French-speaking countries as well 

as to congregations in the United States. 

South Pacifi c
Foursquare Missionaries Ron and Debra Brown 

were recently appointed as general managers 

of City Mission, a highly eff ective independent 

ministry in Papua New Guinea that is dedicated 

to sharing God’s love and meeting practical 

needs. Foursquare Area Missionary Jerry Stott 

says that this appointment now makes two 

Foursquare missionary couples currently 

serving in key leadership roles with City Mission, 

which is reaching into the Solomon Islands 

in partnership with most of our Foursquare 

missionaries and pastors in the region. 

Estonia
Every weekend, Foursquare Missionary Tammy 

Toft and other Christian volunteers in Estonia 

travel from one brothel to another, taking the 

gospel of Jesus Christ and showing His love 

to some very broken women. Tammy says 

that the fear and indignity in those places is 

tangible, but the women are very receptive to 

the genuine love of the volunteers. “Serving 

these women drives me more and more to want 

these dear girls to know, really know, the love of 

the Savior, to experience His forgiveness and 

redeeming grace,” Tammy says.
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Foursquare has a long history in Papua New Guinea, 

which has more than 20,000 Foursquare churches 

and meeting places. As leaders look to the future, 

they see an urgent need to reach youth—nearly 

half the country’s population is under age 20. 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA



David and Susan Ballantyne serve as Foursquare Missions 

International missionaries in Budapest, the capital and the 

largest city of Hungary. Most people in the nation are highly 

skeptical of Christianity and view it as irrelevant. But through 

their nontraditional ministry approach, development of 

relationships and service to their community, the Ballantynes 

are seeing people respond to the gospel. 

What is unique about Hungarians? 

DAVID Through the centuries, the country has been 

conquered and ruled by other nations, yet Hungarians fi nd 

ways to maintain their history and relevance as a people 

group. The Hungarian people pride themselves on being 

clever and strong survivors. 

What are the challenges to ministry in Hungary? 

DAVID Because young people under 30 have a dearth of 

knowledge about the gospel, a major challenge is to build 

understanding about the life and mission of Jesus. However, 

this lack of prior knowledge is also a great opportunity 

because we do not have to undo many false teachings 

related to Christianity. The government is also a challenge. 

Within the current legal structure, most evangelical churches 

are not granted governmental rights or recognition. So 

we labor to establish a faith community without offi  cial 

government recognition.

How do you reach people? 

DAVID The structure of our church plant, The Bridge, is 

a nontraditional approach that is directly shaped by the 

cultural dynamics of the city. Working with a post-Christian, 

postmodern and, essentially, skeptical population, our 

primary aim is to encounter young Hungarians, particularly 

age 40 and under, who have essentially no teaching or 

training in anything Christian.

We meet in our apartment with a group of about 25 people 

and engage in conversationally driven teaching based on 

the life of Jesus. We begin with a meal, followed by social 

interaction that leads into guided conversations about Jesus. 

We also have launched a volunteer serving ministry, Serve 

the City Budapest. Through this organization, we create 

volunteer events in the city. 

Papua New Guinea (PNG) is home to more 

than 1,000 cultural groups, many of which 

observe animistic religions and once practiced 

cannibalism. These tribes are often separated by 

steep mountain ranges, swamps and stretches of 

barely traversable jungle. Their customs and beliefs 

vary widely, and 838 languages—representing 

one-third of the world’s languages—are spoken 

among the diff erent indigenous groups. 

“One of the things that we discovered about 

many of the Papua New Guineans,” says Foursquare 

Missions International (FMI) Missionary Frank 

Greer, “was you tell them things like, ‘Jesus Christ 

heals,’ and they believe it, and then they go out 

and practice it. We had guys go out and raise 

people from the dead.” 

Concern for the future of PNG churches and 

deep love for these people moved legendary 

Foursquare Missionary Mason Hughes, and later 

Frank Greer, to begin training local leaders. The 

PNG church moved out of the pioneering stage 

into a position with established local churches; 

then the local churches began sending out their 

own evangelists to unreached villages.

These national pastors reached PNG locals 

through their own languages and multifaceted 

cultures, and they began teaching and spreading 

the gospel to PNG’s most remote corners. By 

the time FMI Missionaries Paul and Carina Greer 

(Frank’s son and daughter-in-law) went to PNG 

in 2008, The Foursquare Church in PNG had 

experienced monumental growth, was being led 

entirely by national leaders, and was sending out 

its own missionaries to Pacifi c island nations and 

even to aboriginal tribes in Australia. 

More indigenous pastors, however, must be 

trained to reach the next generation. A desperate 

need has risen for youth pastors to reach out to 

young people age 20 and under, who account 

for nearly half of the country’s population and 

who are struggling with rampant poverty and an 

epidemic of HIV.

On their blog about PNG, the Greer family 

confi rms these new struggles in PNG. “Over 

70 percent of the population lives in extreme 

poverty,” they write. “About 80 percent 

of the population is unemployed. HIV is 

growing so fast that there is fear it will reach 

sub-Saharan Africa levels.”

But hope remains. As George Butron, a former 

FMI area missionary to Southeast Asia, said 

about PNG: “There’s a legacy that’s been invested 

in that nation.”

David and Susan BallantynePapua New Guinea
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Bless the 
Ballantynes

2,300,000 Foursquare members

20,000 churches and meeting places

5 Bible colleges

3 orphanages

Papua New 
Guinea 
At-a-Glance

BY THE NUMBERS

•  Pray for their ongoing 

learning of the Hungarian 

language. 

•  Pray for financial support 

for their community 

outreaches.

•  Pray for the Hungarian 

Foursquare Church to 

grow in discipleship and 

leadership development.

How to Pray
FOR THE BALLANTYNES’ 

WORK IN HUNGARY

INTERNATIONAL FOCUS MISSIONARY SPOTLIGHT HOW YOU CAN

To read the full interview online, visit 4sq.ca/hungary2014.

Watch a video about PNG at 4sq.ca/pngvideo14.
—RACHEL CHIMITS,  CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Foursquare missionaries 

are always encouraged by 

and grateful for prayers and 

correspondence they receive. 

Email the Ballantynes at 

davidballantyne@mac.com or 

write to them at the following 

address:

David and Susan Ballantyne

33 Vorosmarty utca 1.1

Budapest, Hungary 1064 

Prayer and worship are vital 
parts of the PNG church.
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