
STREAMS OF  
FOURSQUARE EDUCATION

MANY STREAMS ONE RIVER 
A Working Metaphor for Educational Task Force

The Objective 
Quite simply it is healthy reproducing churches led by healthy reproducing leaders.  The metaphor of multiple streams and one river is 
an acknowledgement that within Foursquare, the one river (healthy leaders) has potentially multiple streams (training & development 
options) feeding it.   This metaphor is simply one way of identifying the unique contribution of each stream to assist in informing the 
nature of its partnership with Foursquare.

The Reality 
All the streams are authentic but not equal in terms of producing the desired outcome.  Once we understand the unique contribution 
then we can develop strategies and resources to enhance and maximize its contribution.

Our current image contains seven distinct streams: 
 • Pastoral Mentoring 
 • Ministry Institutes 
 • Foursquare Colleges 
 • National Church Ministries 
 • Christian Colleges & Universities 
 • Seminaries 
 • Global Ministries

No doubt an argument could be made that these categories are not exhaustive.  For instance our Emerging Leaders Network and Ignite 
program may be introducing an entrepreneurial stream that resists current categorizations.

The Concern 
An early challenge was raised to this concept as to the potential for creating silo effects.  Siloing in organizations essentially has to do 
with departments in the same organization working against one another.  In this case, the metaphor actually has the potential to work 
against such unhelpful behavior by providing a compelling context for helping every stream understand what we all share in common, 
namely developing healthy reproducing leaders. 

The Opportunity 
The metaphor aids us in identifying best as well as missing contributions.  It not only affirms the contributions of all, but helps to 
provide a more authentic stewardship for how they can be resourced to serve the larger over all mission without interfering with their 
own internal goals and vision.



Three Challenges: 
 •  Rivers are Messy – Whenever a river is flowing, debris will inevitably be pushed to the surface.  You can either be disgruntled 

that there is debris alongside the riverbed or you can rejoice that the river is no longer dry. Our focus is not just to fixate on 
the problems, but to also explore the opportunities that come with the flowing river.

 •  Rivers are Relentless – Rivers keep finding a way forward. The journey of a river is an adventure of discovery. These journeys 
are where Godly discernment, and not just good decisions, is made in partnership with others and through reliance on the 
Holy Spirit. 

 •  Rivers are Fragile – Rivers are a result of the convergence of many smaller tributaries. This of course underscores the value 
of every leader and church, as together we can accomplish more than in isolation. Everyone and everything matters as we 
make room for the attending flow of God’s grace among us.


