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Gideon was unconvinced of the credibility of the “messenger of the Lord” in Judges 6, when told that God 
was with him and with Israel.  The messenger also described Gideon as a man with warrior capacities.  
Gideon immediately recited an array of current and past events, as well as personal experiences that would 
seem to invalidate the messenger’s words.  We’ve often heard the phrase that “perception is reality”.  
Well, at least it is to the person holding the perception.  And Gideon definitely had an opinion about things 
as he saw them.  He was caught in between the past and the present without a clear view of the future.  
But that’s what vision will do for you.  Vision paints a picture that differs from your current realities. 
 
Gideon’s view mirrors much of what is being experienced by the Church today.  We live in an era where the 
very fabric of our faith seems to be under assault from our current culture, from dark spiritual forces, from 
serious debate within the Church, to open persecution and terrorism in seemingly every corner of the 
world.  Without a Kingdom perspective and a view of the future, we are left to an arena of dismay and 
discouragement.  However, even though we do not see the hand of God, or know of His plan, He is at work, 
turning the plans of the enemy for our good.  But we must press into His Presence and discover  
His ways. 
 
I recently attended a gathering of six leading Pentecostal movements in the U.S.  It was a time to pray 
together, build relationships, share our journeys, and contend together for a unified mission in the face of a 
divided world.  I was not surprised at the similar challenges and concerns faced by our band of brothers and 
sisters.  I was also impressed by the optimism and hope that emerged from our time together.  They were 
not interested in living in denial nor were they bound in their faith by current realities.   
 
Gideon’s encounter with the “messenger of the Lord” led him to three discoveries.  First, through a series 
of experiments, he discovered that God was indeed engaged and serious about intervening.  Second, 
Gideon learned that spiritual strongholds had to be dismantled in order to pave the way for God’s plan to 
be carried out.  Third, Gideon learned that God was going to accomplish his plan through the miraculous, 
and Israel would be invited to participate.  The ultimate glory and credit, though, would belong only to the 
Lord. 
 
In the midst of our own challenges and opportunities, our Movement has embarked on a well-documented 
journey of Re-Imagining Foursquare.  We concluded a two-year engagement with our constituency in 
Dallas, Texas, last year, where we presented a vision moving forward that was rooted in the prophetic word 
to Israel in Isaiah 54 to “Enlarge the place of your tent, lengthen the cord, and strengthen the stakes”.  We 
presented a preferred future, birthed out of much prayer, conversation, discernment and counsel.  That 
plan had near unanimous support.   
 
Since our time together in Dallas, we have embarked on an implementation strategy.  While we are 
integrating our conversation and planning involving all of the stakes, as each one has it’s unique 
characteristics and requires customized execution.  Some have accelerated timetables, and some will 
require additional time and effort. We continue to pace our efforts with a sensitivity of doing the Lord’s 
work the Lord’s way in the Lord’s timing.  Remembering the lessons from Gideon, we believe we have 
confirmation of the Lord’s hand on our journey.  We continually seek to dismantle any and all of the 
enemy’s strongholds and constantly contend for God to do above and beyond anything we could ever 
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accomplish in our own ingenuity and strength.  We can’t do it without Him and He chooses to do it through 
His Church.   
 
This year at Cabinet, we will worship, pray, share communion, contend for prophetic direction and discuss 
together about our present and future together.  We are also going to focus on the progress  
of the Five Stakes.  We will give you a current, thorough update and the planning taking place in each area.  
Our constituency has already received significant updates on Stakes Two and Three and we will be giving 
even more detail regarding those, as well as the other three.  There will also be considerable time for 
questions and discussion, as well.    
 
While the strategy is still being developed on Stake One, I think I’m most encouraged by the focus of this 
one.  I believe it’s central to all that God is saying and doing in these days.  This Stake focuses on “Aligning 
Everything to the Great Commission”.  We could not have any clearer and more precise focus than aligning 
everything to the central mission of the Lord.  It seems we often spend our time “building the Church” and 
leave the “making of disciples” to Him, when, in fact, the Lord asked us to “make disciples” and promised 
that He would “build the Church.”  In the recent meeting of the Pentecostal leaders, it was a unanimously 
expressed belief that our primary focus has to be the “making of disciples”, which obviously includes 
evangelism.  It is the key essential element to getting the Church back on target.  It’s been said that the 
Church doesn’t have a mission, but rather God’s mission has a Church. 
 
Following are the Five Stakes, as presented in Dallas last year: 
 
The Five Stakes 
 

1. Align everything Foursquare to the Great Commission (our mission): The commitment is 
to make sure everything (e.g. our structures, our systems, our resources, our polity, our 
events) aligns to the Great Commission. We were birthed from a local church that started a 
movement that went global. We must recover that singular focus to mobilize everything 
toward the harvest. Institutions drift over time. It’s the right season to integrate and 
synergize all of our efforts to finish the Great Commission of multiplying disciples, leaders, 
churches and movements. 
 

2. Align the National Church Office and District Offices to a catalytic culture: Denominations 
have three primary characteristics: cause, community and corporation. They all start out 
driven by a compelling cause. That creates community and leads to corporation. Over time, 
corporation and community will often trump cause with most resources and energy 
diverted to those things. It often takes a concerted intervention to reverse that and be lead 
once again by cause. We want to streamline our corporation, while empowering, 
resourcing and celebrating our cause. Community will always help us manage that tension. 
 

3. Align 100 percent of the tithe to the field (local and district): We have been diligently 
working to reduce our central office expenses to release more resources to the field. We 
are now making a declaration with a plan, to be able to fulfill that commitment. Beginning 
in 2015, we are on a trajectory to contribute 70 percent of the extension tithe to our 
efforts in the field between the local church and our districts to finish the Great 
Commission, and developing a plan to eventually reach 100 percent return. 
 

4. Align Foursquare Foundation to resourcing and supporting the Foursquare mission: The 
Foursquare Foundation board has been committed to help resource, align and integrate 
our global and national efforts to finish the Great Commission. It is committed to our 
efforts and multiplying disciples, leaders, churches and movements. We will repurpose the 
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process of resourcing our global family, the National Church, Foursquare Missions 
International, and the Risser Endowment Fund for Education. Instead of continuing the 
arduous process of grants, the Foundation will be a strategic catalyst for our Four-Stage 
Strategy and Reimagining efforts, and finishing the Great Commission. 

 
5. Align polity to provide property options for local churches:  After significant research to 

keep our modified Episcopal governance while giving churches more options for property 
oversight, this direction recovers the beginning of our movement. We firmly believe that 
allowing churches more opportunities to be creative with their property assets and more 
entrepreneurial in securing leases and loans will result in a development of healthy 
leadership culture at the local church. Many churches are requesting more options, and 
this direction allows us to move from a parent model to more of a partner model, like we 
are doing globally. 
 
The Five Stakes, we believe, will result in a clear and compelling focus on the Great 
Commission. The Stakes decentralize, empower, integrate, align and provide significant 
opportunity to recover the essence of our beginnings—the local church was the epicenter 
of mission. 
 
The National Church and the district offices serve as important connecting, resourcing, 
supporting, aligning and networking support systems. The greatest success of a parent is 
the success of their children. When the local church is healthy, fruitful and multiplying 
disciples, leaders, churches and movements, then we will have been successful. 

 
There are several items of critical importance that we must begin to weigh in on this year, and we  
have set aside time this year for discussion around these several important issues.  We are learning  
the “Jerusalem Council Model” (Acts 15) of discussion, debate and discerning the will of the Lord.  I’m 
convinced that this season will make a significant difference in populating heaven.  Every decision, every 
dollar and every discussion has to be motivated by the reality that billions have not yet decided and billions 
have not yet heard.  There is an appropriate weight to our discussions and decisions.  Like Gideon, it can 
seem that the odds are against us.  However, I am convinced—as Gideon discovered—that:  
 

1) God is engaged and is serious about intervening,  
2) Spiritual strongholds will continually need to be dismantled, and 
3) It is only through the miraculous that we will see the things in our hearts (birthed by God)  

come to pass. 
 
Thank YOU for the investment of your life and ministry through our Foursquare Family.  You are loved, 
highly esteemed and greatly appreciated. 

 
Till All Have Heard! 
 
 
 
Glenn Burris, Jr. 
President, The Foursquare Church 

2015 Foursquare Cabinet                                                                                                               President’s Report 


