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Witnesses for the Defense 

The Allegation: The N. T. was not written until years 
after Jesus and are full of errors and legends. 
The Response: The early record is 1 Corinthians 15:3 
For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: 

that Christ died 
for our sins  

according to the Scriptures,   
that he was buried, 
that he was raised  

on the third day  
according to the Scriptures, 
and that he appeared . . . 

In The Resurrection of Jesus, nonbeliever Gerd Ludemann 
wrote this creed is “to be dated to the first two years after the 
crucifixion of Jesus . . . not later than three years . . . the 
formation of the appearance traditions mentioned in I 
Corinthians15:3-8 falls into the time between 30 and 33 CE."  

There is broad agreement among scholars both 
believers and nonbelievers that: 

1. Jesus lived and died. 
2. Jesus' followers at least thought that they had  

        seen appearances of the risen Jesus. 
3. Jesus followers had a life transforming experience. 

Bart Ehrman: “I don't think there's any serious historian who 
doubts the existence of Jesus. There are a lot of people 
who want to write sensational books and make a lot of 
money who say Jesus didn't exist. But I don't know any 
serious scholar who doubts the existence of Jesus.” 
Interview with Reginald V. Finley Sr., "Who Changed The New 
Testament and Why", The Infidel Guy Show, 2008 

Michael Grant: “the historian cannot justifiably deny the 
empty tomb" because normally applied historical criteria 
indicate that, "the evidence is firm and plausible enough to 
necessitate the conclusion that the tomb was indeed found 
empty.” Jesus: An Historian’s Review of the Gospels 

There are two approaches to explain the disciple’s 
consistent belief that they saw the risen Jesus: 

1. Supernatural: God raised Jesus from the dead. 
1 Corinthians 6:14   By his power God raised the Lord from 
the dead, and he will raise us also.  

2. Natural: 
 The swoon theory 
 The wrong tomb theory 
 The hallucination theory


