
SYNOPSIS

The Wiz tells the classic story of L. Frank Baum’s The Wizard of Oz 
through an African American lens. Teenage Dorothy lives on a 
Kansas farm with her Aunt Em, Uncle Henry and dog, Toto. Dorothy 
is bored by her life on the farm and spends her time playing with 
Toto and neglecting her chores. When a tornado hits the farm, 
Dorothy is unable to make it into the storm cellar and gets carried 
off by the tornado, along with the farm house. 

The house lands in a strange place, far away from Kansas, where 
Dorothy meets Addaperle, the Good Witch of the North, and the 
Munchkins of Munchkinland. They inform her that she is in the Land 
of Oz. Dorothy’s house has landed on Addaperle’s sister, Evamene, 
the Wicked Witch of the East, killing her. Dorothy, horrified and 
scared, only wants to return to Kansas. Addaperle sends her down 
the Yellow Brick Road to the Emerald City to meet the powerful 
magician, the Wizard of Oz or “the Wiz,” who can send her home. 
She tells Dorothy to put on Evamene’s silver slippers because their 
powerful magic will protect her on her journey. 

Dorothy, unsure of herself, starts her journey on the Yellow Brick 
Road. Along the way, she meets new friends who also want to ask 
the Wiz for help. The Scarecrow wants a brain, the Tin Man wants 
a heart, and the Lion wants courage. Together they journey to the 
Emerald City to see the Wiz. In the throne room, the Wiz dazzles 
them, and they each plead with him. The Wiz agrees to grant them 
their wishes if they will kill the Wicked Witch of the West, Evillene. 
While terrified and disheartened, they agree.
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Dorothy and her friends venture to Evillene’s castle. Evillene learns 
of their arrival and sends her Flying Monkeys after them. They tear 
apart the Scarecrow and the Tin Man and capture the Lion and 
Dorothy. Evillene tortures the Lion to convince Dorothy to give over 
the slippers. To save her friend, Dorothy throws a bucket of water 
at Evillene, causing her to melt. Winkies, Evillene’s slaves, are freed. 
Grateful to Dorothy, they help repair the Scarecrow and the Tin Man.

Dorothy and her friends return to the Emerald City where they 
discover that the true Wizard of Oz is not a powerful wizard, just a 
very good showman. The people thought he was a great wizard and 
he played along, giving them confidence in themselves and their 
city. Dorothy and her friends are furious. However, he tells them that 
like the people of Oz, all they need is to believe in themselves. He 
gives them each a token to make them do so. He proposes to take 
Dorothy home in his hot air balloon and leave Oz forever. However, 
when the time comes the balloon’s mooring accidently comes loose 
and the Wiz floats away, without Dorothy. Dorothy is heartbroken, 
but Addaperle’s sister, Glinda, the Good Witch of the South, saves 
the day. She tells Dorothy the silver slippers have the magic to take 
her home. She only has to click her heels three times. Dorothy says 
goodbye, clicks her heels, and is transported back home to Kansas, 
greeted by Toto.
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