
                                                              

Teachers and students attending the performance of “Jefferson’s Garden” at Ford’s Theater may find the 
following resources from the Library of Congress to be of interest. 

Manuscript Collections 

Thomas Jefferson Papers 

www.loc.gov/collections/thomas-jefferson-papers/about-this-collection/ 

The papers of Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826), diplomat, architect, scientist, and third president of the 
United States, held in the Library of Congress Manuscript Division, consist of approximately 27,000 
items, making it the largest collection of original Jefferson documents in the world. Dating from the early 
1760s through his death in 1826, the Thomas Jefferson Papers consist mainly of his correspondence, but 
they also include his drafts of the Declaration of Independence, drafts of Virginia laws; his fragmentary 
autobiography; the small memorandum books he used to record his spending; the pages on which for 
many years he daily recorded the weather; many charts, lists, tables, and drawings recording his scientific 
and other observations; notes; maps; recipes; ciphers; locks of hair; wool samples; and more. 

James Madison Papers 

www.loc.gov/collections/james-madison-papers/about-this-collection/ 

James Madison (1751-1836) is one of 23 presidents whose papers are held in the Manuscript Division of 
the Library of Congress. The Madison Papers consist of approximately 12,000 items, spanning the period 
1723-1859, captured in some 72,000 digital images. They document the life of the man who came to be 
known as the “Father of the Constitution” through correspondence, personal notes, drafts of letters and 
legislation, an autobiography, legal and financial documents, and his notes on the 1787 federal 
Constitutional Convention. 

George Washington Papers 

www.loc.gov/collections/george-washington-papers/about-this-collection/ 

The papers of army officer and first U.S. president George Washington (1732-1799) held in the 
Manuscript Division of the Library of Congress constitute the largest collection of original Washington 
papers in the world. They consist of approximately 65,000 items accumulated by Washington between 
1745 and 1799, including correspondence, diaries, and financial and military records. 



Online Exhibitions 

Creating the United States 

www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/ 

Imagination and vision played critical roles in the creative act of forming a self-governing United States 
of America. The collections of the Library of Congress are unquestionably the worlds best source for 
documenting that process. This exhibition offers a remarkable opportunity to learn in a fresh new way 
how the founding documents that emerged from this period were forged out of insight, invention, and 
creativity, as well as collaboration and much compromise.  Sections include:  Creating the Declaration of 
Independence, Creating the Constitution, and Creating the Bill of Rights. 

 

The African-American Mosaic 

www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/  

This exhibit marks the publication of The African-American Mosaic: A Library of Congress Resource 
Guide for the Study of Black History and Culture. A noteworthy and singular publication, the Mosaic is 
the first Library-wide resource guide to the institution's African-American collections. Covering the 
nearly 500 years of the black experience in the Western hemisphere, the Mosaic surveys the full range 
size, and variety of the Library's collections, including books, periodicals, prints, photographs, music, 
film, and recorded sound. Moreover, the African-American Mosaic represents the start of a new kind of 
access to the Library's African-American collections, and, the Library trusts, the beginning of 
reinvigorated research and programming drawing on these, now systematically identified, collections. 

 

Religion and the Founding of the American Republic 

www.loc.gov/exhibits/religion/rel03.html 

Religion played a major role in the American Revolution by offering a moral sanction for opposition to 
the British--an assurance to the average American that revolution was justified in the sight of God. As a 
recent scholar has observed, "by turning colonial resistance into a righteous cause, and by crying the 
message to all ranks in all parts of the colonies, ministers did the work of secular radicalism and did it 
better." 

Ministers served the American cause in many capacities during the Revolution: as military chaplains, as 
penmen for committees of correspondence, and as members of state legislatures, constitutional 
conventions and the national Congress. Some even took up arms, leading Continental troops in battle. 

The Revolution split some denominations, notably the Church of England, whose ministers were bound 
by oath to support the King, and the Quakers, who were traditionally pacifists. Religious practice suffered 
in certain places because of the absence of ministers and the destruction of churches, but in other areas, 
religion flourished. 


