
Jefferson’s Garden Character Descriptions 

 

Historical Characters 

Political Influencers 

George Mason 
Statesman who helped pioneer the American Revolution along with Jefferson and Madison. 
Mason tries to help Jefferson come up with a cause to present to the British to justify America’s 
independence. He believes in liberty, but like Thomas Jefferson, his belief is in contradiction 
with his reality, as his lifestyle and livelihood are a result of the toil of enslaved people. Learn 
more: www.gunstonhall.org/index.php/george-mason  
 
Thomas Jefferson 
Author of the Declaration of Independence and the inspiration for Christian to pursue the idea 
of freedom throughout the play. At the time of the Declaration, Jefferson believes liberty is a 
universal right, however his views become more conservative over time, and he stops believing 
in the imperative to end slavery in the United States. At the same time, he has a physically 
intimate relationship with Sally Hemings, an enslaved girl on his plantation, and fathers six 
children with her. Jefferson is thought of as a brilliant and essential part of the founding of the 
United States. Our third president, he in many ways embodies the compromises and hypocrisy 
that have haunted our country since its founding. Learn more: 
www.monticello.org/site/jefferson  
 
James Madison 
Statesman who constantly tries to convince Jefferson to take part in shaping the country. He is 
a member of the Virginia gentry who thinks little of Christian because his is a tradesman and 
has no formal education. Nonetheless, Madison became the country’s fourth president and was 
essential to the passage of our Constitution. Learn more: www.montpelier.org/learn/the-life-
of-james-madison 
 
Nelly Rose 
A lady of the upper-class and the mother of James Madison. She often sits in during talks about 
shaping the new country with Jefferson, Mason, Christian and Madison and gives her input. She 
is also very talkative and tries to arrange a marriage between Betty and Christian. Learn more: 
www.montpelier.org/learn/the-women-of-montpelier 
 
 
 



Patrick Henry 
He becomes a passionate speaker during the revolution and his speeches rally up feelings of 
revolution in the American people. He is very proactive during the war and gives the revolution 
all of his support. Learn more: www.history.org/almanack/people/bios/biohen.cfm 

 
Enslaved Family Members 
 
James Hemings 
Enslaved to Thomas Jefferson, James is the brother of Sally Hemings and the half-brother of 
Jefferson’s wife, Martha. He has earned Mr. Jefferson’s trust. James is a passionate man who is 
very outspoken about the injustice of slavery. He often challenges Jefferson and tries to 
convince his sister to fight for her freedom just as he does. He makes a deal with Jefferson and 
successfully secures his freedom in America in 1796.  
 
Sally Hemings 
Enslaved to Thomas Jefferson, Sally lives in the main house at Monticello. In the play, she does 
not engage in conversations about freedom. 
 
In France 

Perrault 
Tutors James in French and is fascinated by Sally Hemings’s beauty. 
 

Fictional Characters  

Quakers  

Christian 
A young man born into a pacifist Quaker family, Christian gives up his family and his religion to 
join the revolution. He idolizes Thomas Jefferson and bases his own understandings about 
freedom and liberty on Jefferson’s. He falls in love with Susannah, a formerly enslaved woman, 
but his white privilege prevents him from understanding her perspective on the war or the 
hypocrisy of the founding fathers.  
 
Daniel 
Daniel is the father of Louisa. Daniel and his family came to America to escape religious 
persecution in England. Daniel is kind and generous, and is the one who convinced his family to 
take in Carl Christian. He convinces Carl Christian to forget his old ways and to conform to the 



Quaker lifestyle. He chooses religion over family when he casts his grandson, Christian, out of 
the community. 
 
Carl Christian 
Father of Imogen and Christian, and once a revolutionary in his own country, Carl Christian 
came to America on the same ship as Louisa, Daniel and Martha. He married Louisa and 
became a pacifist Quaker and shoemaker. He shares lots of his son’s ideals,  but tries to 
convince Christian not to join the fight for American independence.  
 
Martha 
Martha made the dangerous journey to America for religious freedom with her husband, 
Daniel, and daughter, Louisa. She is cautious and at times unwilling to help others if it means 
not protecting her family. She is not afraid to speak her mind. 
 
Louisa 
A Quaker who falls in love with and marries Carl Christian and has two children with him, 
Imogen and Christian. She is kind and convinces her father to let Carl Christian work with them 
in their new home in America. 
 
Imogen 
Sister of Christian, who looks almost exactly like her mother, Louisa. A faithful Quaker, she is a 
pacifist and makes Christian swear not to shed any blood if he must go away to join the 
Patriots.  
 
Susannah 
A young enslaved woman eager to taste freedom, Susannah is a risk-taker and fights on the 
British side during the American Revolution to gain her liberty. She feels something for 
Christian, but is not willing to sacrifice her freedom for him or anyone. 
 
British 

Harry 
A British soldier assigned to the Quaker home, Harry falls in love with Imogen. He fights for the 
British side, but is not sure which side is truly right in the war.  
 
Virginians 
Betty 
An heiress, Betty accompanies Nelly Rose on many of her visits to Monticello and later becomes 
Christian’s wife. She is very talkative and is complacent about slavery in Virginia, as it has made 
her white family rich and comfortable.  



 

Other Voices 

Chorus 
Traditionally, a chorus is a group of actors in an ancient Greek play who help the audience 
understand the action of the play. Historically, the chorus gave commentary or background 
information about the characters and story. In Jefferson’s Garden, the Chorus speaks in modern 
language, to help the audience connect the historical context to our present day. 

 

 


