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“This tour should be on 
everyone’s ‘Do Not Miss’ list! All 
questions are welcomed and 
answered with details you won’t 
get in school.” – Ford’s Theatre Visitor 

Historical Programming
In addition to the four mainstage theatre productions, Ford’s 
offers seasonal daytime programming that integrates the 
history of Ford’s Theatre with live theatrical performance.

One Destiny
Written by Richard Hellesen; Directed by Mark Ramont
Attendance: 47,581
This one-act play commissioned by Ford’s Theatre tells the story 
of Lincoln’s assassination through the eyes of two men who 
were present that night, actor Harry Hawk and Ford’s Theatre 
co-owner John T. Ford. The 35-minute performance, performed 
twice a day from March to June, explores the key facts of the 
assassination while capturing the emotions of that fateful night. 

Investigation: Detective McDevitt
Written by Richard Hellesen; Directed by Mark Ramont
Attendance: 2,284
Visitors follow an actor playing the real-life Detective James 
McDevitt on a walking tour of downtown Washington, D.C.,  
as he investigates the Lincoln Assassination Conspiracy. The 
tour is performed March through October by a rotating cast  
of local actors. 

The Ford’s Theatre Society Experience   
Inspiring generations of visitors to embrace and learn from 
Lincoln’s presidency and Civil War history. 
Ford’s Theatre Society gives visitors a first-hand look at Civil War history in 
Washington and the impact of Lincoln’s words and actions on our country 
today. To ensure everyone has an opportunity to visit Ford’s, we offer free 
tickets to the historic site.

Ford’s Theatre Campus

Photo of Michael Bunce and  
Stephen F. Schmidt in One Destiny. 

Eric M. Messner as Detective James McDevitt. 

Ford’s Theatre is the site of President Abraham Lincoln’s 
assassination and is maintained as a historic site. The campus 
includes the Museum, historic Ford’s Theatre, the Petersen 
House and the Aftermath Exhibits in the Center for Education 
and Leadership.

Ford’s Theatre 
welcomed  
546,789 visitors  
to the historic site  
last year.
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Preserving our Nation’s Past www.fords.org

Cultivating Community 
Through Social Media

A New Museum Event for  
Young Professionals Ford’s Theatre Society reached 53,000 people 

digitally through our social media channels, 
including Facebook, Twitter and Instagram

In celebration of 
Lincoln’s Birthday, 
we encouraged our 
Twitter followers to 
share Lincoln-themed 
comments using 
#LincolnBday. During 
its five-day run, the 
promotion garnered 
72,000 impressions.

85,000 people 
“checked-in” to 
the Ford’s Theatre 
historic site on 
Facebook.

53,000 
Digital Connections
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Last spring, Ford’s Theatre Society worked with the National 
Park Service to remove several vulnerable textiles on display in 
the Ford’s Theatre Museum for conservation and stabilization. 
Items include clothing worn by Abraham Lincoln the night 
of his assassination, the Treasury Guard flag displayed on the 
Ford’s Theatre Presidential Box on April 14, 1865; orchestra 
leader William Withers’ frock coat; and a quilt signed by 
President Lincoln and members of his cabinet for auction by the 
U.S. Sanitary Commission. Artifacts such as these are particularly 
fragile and susceptible to the effects of light exposure, humidity 
fluctuations and even gravity. By taking steps to conserve these 
artifacts, we are protecting them for future generations.  

In December 2016, Ford’s launched a 
redesigned website. Notable changes 
include improvement to online ticket 
purchases, interactive tools for historical 
exploration and a behind-the-scenes 
look at productions. New, media-rich 
designs, interactive galleries and social 
media components are helping us reach 
new audiences and improve the Ford’s 
Theatre experience.

On August 4, more than 120 young professionals from the 
D.C. area came to Ford’s Theatre to attend the first-ever 
Under 35 Museum Night. Inspired by the success of similar 
events presented during the theatre season, this evening 
provided Ford’s Theatre fans and history enthusiasts an 
opportunity to explore the museum and historic site in a 
social after-hours setting. 
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