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Ford’s Theatre Society Education  
Strengthening teaching and learning about Lincoln locally and nationwide.  

To offer equitable access to all our 
onsite education programs, Ford’s 
Theatre provided 76 free buses to 
transport 2,373 students for field 
trips and matinee performances.

A local class tweets their 
appreciation following a field trip to 
Ford’s Theatre.

Ford’s Theatre has partnered with 
teachers in 44 states.

3,179 students received a staff-led 
tour of the Ford’s Theatre Museum and 
Historic Site. 

 History must be used as a tool to empower our students, 
so they have the knowledge and skills to take action in 
the world around them. The education programs at Ford’s 
work with teachers and students to build those skills.

– National Oratory Fellow, Maryland

Onsite Learning Programs
Ford’s Theatre Society provides myriad museum-based learning 
and performing arts opportunities for local students. These 
programs were offered for free to D.C. public and charter 
schools and Virginia and Maryland Title I schools. 

Teacher Professional Development
Ford’s Theatre Society trains teachers to utilize primary historical 
resources and oratory to enhance their classroom instruction 
and improve their students’ learning outcomes.    
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1,192 students attended  
matinee performances of  
our theatrical productions. 

Following residencies with Ford’s Theatre 
Teaching Artists, 482 students performed 
speeches by Abraham Lincoln on the historic 
Ford’s Theatre stage as participants in the 
annual Oratory Festival.

65 educators from across the country 
participated in one of three weeklong programs 
that supplied them with the knowledge and 
resources to teach about Abraham Lincoln’s 
leadership and legacy and the Civil War. Those 
educators shared their learned knowledge with 
more than 2,040 students last year.

26 educators partnered with Ford’s Theatre 
to participate in the National Oratory Fellows 
program. Collectively, they provided oratory-
integrated instruction for 3,060 students.
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Digital Learning Resources
The Ford’s Theatre education department maintains a 
robust online presence to extend learning opportunities to 
classrooms around the country that are unable to visit the 
historic site or museum in person. 

Expanding Our Reach
Thanks to the generosity of our supporters and the tireless 
efforts of our education staff, Ford’s Theatre Society has 
established itself as an innovative education resource. 
We are utilizing external evaluation to keep our programs 
forward-looking and presentations at national conferences 
to increase their visibility.

The Ford’s Theatre information booth  
at a national conference.

Thanks in large part to the launch of the 
new Ford’s Theatre website, use of our 
online exhibitions increased fivefold.

265 students representing seven different 
states participated in virtual oratory 
residencies with Ford’s Teaching Artists.

Research and Evaluation 
Over the last three years, we have 
received two competitive grant awards 
from Institute of Museum and Library 
Services to evaluate the effectiveness of 
our teacher professional development 
services. Results from the evaluation will 
be used to validate program curriculum so 
the services can be scaled nationally.

Conference Presentations 
Last year Ford’s Theatre education staff presented 
at numerous national conference to share lessons 
our organization has learned and generate 
awareness for our program offerings. The 
conferences included Nation Council for History 
Education, American Alliance of Museums, and 
National Council for Social Studies.

Remembering Lincoln 
This primary source learning site welcomed 
11,643 users (for 46,696 page views) to 
explore personal responses to Lincoln’s 
untimely death.

Virtual Field Trip 
170,000 students and teachers  
viewed this interactive tour of Ford’s, 
which included an engaging social  
media conversation.

Online Exhibitions 
136,941 visitors explored the stories 
of Lincoln’s assassination through the 
assassination section of the website.
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