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SENATE BILL No. 692

Introduced by Senator Arreguin
(Principal coauthor: Senator Richardson)
(Principal coauthor: Assembly Member Mark Gonzalez)
(Coauthor: Assembly Member Nguyen)

February 21, 2025

An act to amend-Seetions-22663-and-22851-3 Section 22661 of the
Vehicle Code, relating to vehicles.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 692, as amended, Arreguin. Vehicles: homel essness.

Existing law makesit unlawful for a peace officer or an unauthorized
person to remove an unattended vehicle from a highway, except as
provided. Under existing law, the removal of a vehicle is a seizure,
subject to thelimits set forth in jurisprudence for the Fourth Amendment
of the United States Constitution. Existing law authorizes acity, county,
or city and county to adopt an ordinance establishing procedures for
the abatement and removal, as public nuisances, of abandoned, wrecked,
dismantled, or inoperative vehicles or parts of vehicles from private or
public property. Existing law requiresthat any ordinance for theremoval
of abandoned vehicles contain certain provisions, including aprovision
exempting vehicles under certain circumstances, and a provision
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providing no less than a 10-day notice of intention to abate and remove
the vehicle or part thereof as a public nuisance, unless the property
owner and the owner of the vehicle sign releases. Existing law also
exempts from the 10-day notice prior to removal provision, a vehicle
meeting specified requirements, including being valued at less than
$200 and being determined to be a public nuisance, if the property
owner hassgned arelease

Thls b|II Would speC|f| caly authorlze alocal government to perform
emergency summary abatement of vehicles creating imminent health
and safety hazards. The bill would modify the exemption from prior
10-day notice of intention to abate and remove a vehicle to no longer
require that both the vehicle be determined to be a public nuisance and

that the property owner S|gn a reIease—'Fhe—bH—I—weutd—addﬁreHaler

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 22661 of the Vehicle Code is amended
2 toread:
3 22661. Any ordinance establishing proceduresfor theremoval
4 of abandoned or inoperable vehicles shall contain all of the
5 following provisions:
6 (a8 Therequirement that notice be given to the Department of
7 Motor Vehicles within five days after the date of removal,
8 identifying the vehicle or part thereof and any evidence of
9 registration available, including, but not limited to, the registration
10 card, certificates of ownership, or license plates.
11 (b) Making the ordinance inapplicable to (1) a vehicle or part
12 thereof that is completely enclosed within a building in a lawful
13 manner where it is not visible from the street or other public or
14 private property or (2) a vehicle or part thereof that is stored or
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parked in alawful manner on private property in connection with
the business of a licensed dismantler, licensed vehicle dealer, or
a junkyard. This exception shall not, however, authorize the
maintenance of a public or private nuisance as defined under
provisions of law other than this chapter.

(c) (1) The requirement that not less than a 10-day notice of
intention to abate and remove the vehicle or part thereof asapublic
nuisance be issued, unless the property owner and the owner of
the vehicle have signed releases authorizing removal and waiving
further interest in the vehicle or part thereof.

(2) However, prior notice of intentionisnot required for removal
of avehicle or part thereof that is inoperable due to the absence
of amotor, transmission, or-wheels-and+necapableof-betngtowed;
wheels, and is valued at less than two hundred dollars ($200) by
a person specified in Section 22855, if either of the following
criteriais met:

(A) Theproperty owner has signed arelease authorizing removal
and waiving their interest in the vehicle or part thereof.

(B) Thevehicle or part is determined by the local agency to be
a public nuisance presenting an imminent threat to public health
or safety.

(3) Prior to final disposition pursuant to Section 22662 of a
vehicle or part for which evidence of registration was recovered
pursuant to subdivision (@), the local agency shall provide notice
to theregistered and legal owners of intent to dispose of the vehicle
or part, and if the vehicle or part isnot claimed and removed within
12 days after the notice is mailed, from a location specified in
Section 22662, or if the owner signs arelease waiving the waiting
period, final disposition may proceed. A local agency or contractor
thereof isnot liable for damage caused to avehicle or part thereof
by removal consistent with this section.

(4) Paragraph (2) appliesonly asfollows:

(A) Toinoperable vehicles located upon a parcel that is zoned
for agricultural use.

(B) To inoperable vehicles located upon a parcel that is not
improved with a residential structure containing one or more
dwelling units.

(d) The 10-day notice of intention to abate and remove avehicle
or part thereof, when required by this section, shal contain a
statement of the hearing rights of the owner of the property on
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which the vehicle is located and of the owner of the vehicle. The
statement shall include notice to the property owner that they may
appear in person at a hearing or may submit a sworn written
statement denying responsibility for the presence of the vehicle
on theland, with their reasonsfor such denial, in lieu of appearing.
The notice of intention to abate shall be mailed, by registered or
certified mail, to the owner of the land as shown on the last
equalized assessment roll and to the last registered and legal owners
of record unlessthe vehicleisin such condition that identification
numbers are not available to determine ownership.

(e) The requirement that a public hearing be held before the
governing body of the city, county, or city and county, or any other
board, commissioner, or official of the city, county, or city and
county asdesignated by the governing body, upon request for such
a hearing by the owner of the vehicle or the owner of the land on
which the vehicle is located. This request shall be made to the
appropriate public body, agency, or officer within 10 days after
the mailing of notice of intention to abate and remove the vehicle
or at the time of signing a release pursuant to subdivision (c). If
the owner of the land on which the vehicle is located submits a
sworn written statement denying responsibility for the presence
of the vehicle on their land within that time period, this statement
shall be construed as a request for hearing that does not require
the presence of the owner submitting the request. If the request is
not received within that period, the appropriate public body,
agency, or officer shall have the authority to remove the vehicle.

(f) The requirement that after a vehicle has been removed, it
shall not be reconstructed or made operable, unlessit isavehicle
that qualifiesfor either horseless carriage license plates or historical
vehiclelicense plates, pursuant to Section 5004, in which casethe
vehicle may be reconstructed or made operable.

(g) A provision authorizing the owner of the land on which the
vehicle is located to appear in person at the hearing or present a
sworn written statement denying responsibility for the presence
of the vehicle on the land, with their reasons for the denid. If itis
determined at the hearing that the vehicle was placed on the land
without the consent of the landowner and that they have not
subsequently acquiesced to its presence, then the local authority
shall not assess costs of administration or removal of the vehicle
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against the property upon which the vehicleislocated or otherwise
attempt to collect those costs from the owner.
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