CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2023—24 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1858

Introduced by Assembly Member Ward

January 18, 2024

An act relating to school safety.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1858, asintroduced, Ward. School safety: active shooter drills.

Under existing law, each school district and county office of education
is responsible for the overall development of a comprehensive school
safety plan for each of its schools operating kindergarten or any of
grades 1 to 12, inclusive, in cooperation with certain local entities.
Existing law requiresthat the plan include identification of appropriate
strategies and programs that will provide or maintain a high level of
school safety and address the school’s procedures for complying with
existing laws related to school safety. Existing law requires the
comprehensive school safety plan to include the development of
procedures for conducting tactical responses to criminal incidents,
including procedures related to individuals with guns on school
campuses and at school-related functions.

Thisbill would provide that it isthe intent of the Legislature to enact
subsequent legidlation that would standardize active shooter drills in
school settings and direct the State Department of Education to update
their guidance on active shooter drills, accordingly.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.
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AB 1858 —2—
The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. It is the intent of the Legisature to enact
subsequent legislation that would standardize active shooter drills
in school settings and direct the State Department of Education to
update their guidance on active shooter drills, accordingly.
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