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HOUSE BILL 800
By Griffey
AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49,
relative to educational materials.

WHEREAS, Tennessee public schools should focus student attention on academic
curricula critical for student success, such as reading, science, and mathematics; and

WHEREAS, textbooks and instructional materials and supplemental instructional
materials are essential to students receiving a full and complete education; and

WHEREAS, textbooks and instructional materials and supplemental instructional
materials that promote, normalize, support, or address controversial social issues, such as
lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, and transgender (LGBT) lifestyles are inappropriate; and

WHEREAS, the promotion of LGBT issues and lifestyles in public schools offends a
significant portion of students, parents, and Tennessee residents with Christian values; and

WHEREAS, the promotion of LGBT issues and lifestyles should be subject to the same
restrictions and limitations placed on the teaching of religion in public schools; now, therefore,
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 22, is amended by
adding the following as a new section:

Notwithstanding § 49-6-2201(h)(9)(B), the commission shall not recommend or

list, the state board shall not approve for local adoption or grant a waiver pursuant to 8

49-6-2206, and LEAs and public charter schools shall not locally adopt or use in the

public schools of this state, textbooks and instructional materials or supplemental

instructional materials that promote, normalize, support, or address lesbian, gay, bi-

sexual, or transgender (LGBT) issues or lifestyles.
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SECTION 2. This act takes effect July 1, 2021, the public welfare requiring it, and

applies to the 2021-2022 school year and each school year thereafter.
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