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SENATE BILL No. 607

Introduced by Senator Wiener
(Principal coauthor: Assembly Member Wicks)
(Coauthor: Assembly Member Ahrens)

February 20, 2025

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 607, asamended, Wiener. California Environmental Quality Act:
categorical-exemptions—infilprofects: Infrastructure Projects.

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a lead
agency, as defined, to prepare, or cause to be prepared, and certify the
completion of an environmental impact report-(EHR)} on a project that
it proposes to carry out or approve that may have a significant effect
on the environment or to adopt a negative declaration if it finds that the
project will not have that effect. CEQA also requires a lead agency to
prepare a mitigated negative declaration for a project that may have a
significant effect on the environment if revisions in the project would
avoid or mitigate that effect and there is no substantial evidence that
the project, as revised, would have a significant effect on the
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environment.
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Existing law, the Sa;:ramento-San Joaquin Delta Reform Act of 2009,
declaresthat the Sacramento-San Joaquin Deltaisa critically important
natural resource for California and the nation and it serves as both the
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hub of the California water system and the most valuable estuary and
wetland ecosystem on the west coast of North and South America.
This bill would state the intent of the Legislature that, among other
things, no revisions shall be made to CEQA for purposes of the Delta
Conveyance Project.
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes-no.
State-mandated local program: yes-no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. TheLegidaturefindsand declaresthe following:

(@) The California Environmental Quality Act provides
communities across California with important safeguards against
projects like fossil fuel plants and warehouses that have caused
real environmental harm to residents of the state. Too often, it has
resulted in delays to essential projects that are key to solving the
state’shousing crisisand to strategic devel opment that is necessary
to maintain California’s position as the fourth largest economy in
the world.

(b) Over the last several years, the Legislature has enacted
numerous provisionsthat streamline the California Environmental
Quality Act, including, but not limited to, reformsto administrative
records, court timelines, and the level of environmental review of
projects in the areas of water, transportation, clean energy, and
housing.

SEC. 2. (a) (1) It is the intent of the Legislature to make
necessary statutory changes to the California Environmental
Quality Act to ensure the state meets its infrastructure needs and
is more affordable for all Californians.

(2) Secifically, the Legidature intends to enact legislation as
part of the 2025 state budget process that expedites projects such
as those that provide housing, clean energy jobs, and critical
transportation and lead to economic devel opment for hardwor king
California families. It is the intent of the Legisature to make
communities more wildfire safe and expedite the ability of local
gover nments to provide clean drinking water to all residents. It is
the intent of the Legislature to ensure that critical projects are not
delayed or impeded by the numerous outdated requirementsin the
California Environmental Quality Act, without compromising
environmental protections.
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(b) It isthe intent of the Legislature that no revisions shall be
made to the California Environmental Quality Act for purposes
of the Delta Conveyance Project.

All matter omitted in this version of the bill
appears in the bill as amended in the
Senate, May 13, 2025. (JR11)

CORRECTIONS:
Digest—Page 1.
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