AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 24, 2025

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2025—26 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1186

Introduced by Assembly Member Patel

February 21, 2025

An act to-amend add Section-83106-8-6f 8310.9.5 to the Government
Code, relating to state government.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1186, as amended, Patel. Data coll ection:-sexual-ertentation-and
gendertdentity- race and ethnicity: minimum categories.

Existing law requires state agencies, boards, or commissions that
directly or by contract collect demographic data on the ethnic origin,
ethnicity, or race of Californians to use specified collection categories
for Asian, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander, Black, and African
American groups.

This bill, subject to a specified exception, would require any state
agency, board, or commission that directly or by contract collects
demographic data on the ethnic origin, ethnicity, or race of Californians
to collect data on at least the 7 minimum categories on race and
ethnicity, as defined, as well as at least the top 6 largest detailed
categories, as provided. The bill would require compliance with these
provisions by January 1, 2029. The bill would require the Demographic
Research Unit within the Department of Finance to oversee
implementation of these provisions and provide technical assistance.
The bill would also require, on or before January 1, 2027, and annually
thereafter, each state agency, board, or commission required to comply
with the bill’s provisions to submit a report to the Legislature and the
Assembly Committee on Governmental Organization on compliance
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with these provisions, as provided. The bill would require data collected
pursuant to this section to be made available to the publicin accordance
with state and federal law, except for personal identifying information,
as specified.

namesthe-act:
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 8310.9.5 is added to the Government
2 Code, to read:

3 8310.9.5. (a) For the purposes of this section, the “ seven
4 minimum categories on race and ethnicity” means all of the
5 following:

6 (1) American Indian or Alaska Native.

7 (2 Asan.

8  (3) Blackor African American.

9 (4) Hispanic or Latino.

10  (5) Middle Eastern or North African.

11 (6) Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander.

12 (7) White.

13 (b) (1) Subject to subdivision (c), any state agency, board, or
14 commissionthat directly or by contract collects demographic data
15 ontheethnicorigin, ethnicity, or race of Californiansshall collect
16 data on at least the seven minimum categories on race and
17 ethnicity.

18 (2) For each of the seven minimum categories on race and
19 ethnicity, an agency described in paragraph (1) shall collect and
20 publish information on at least the top six largest detailed
21 categories, in accordance with the federal Office of Management
22 and Budget’s Revised Satistical Policy Directive No. 15: Standards
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for Maintaining, Collecting, and Presenting Federal Data on Race
and Ethnicity (SPD 15) as of March 29, 2024, for both print and
online forms.

(c) A data collection is exempt from the requirements of
subdivision (b) if the burden on the agency outweighs the benefit
to the public.

(d) Therequirements of subdivision (b) apply to administrative
and survey data collections, including third-party and commercial
data collections.

(e) Each stateagency, board, or commission required to comply
with subdivision (b) shall comply with the requirements of this
section as early as reasonably feasible, but no later than January
1, 2029.

() The Demographic Research Unit within the Department of
Finance shall oversee implementation of this section, including
tracking progress, conducting evaluations, ensuring compliance,
and providing technical assistance.

(@) (1) Onor before January 1, 2027, and annually thereafter,
each state agency, board, or commission required to comply with
subdivision (b) shall submit a report to the Legislature and the
Assembly Committee on Governmental Organization on compliance
with the requirements of this section, including all of the following:

(A) The collection, analysis, and publication of data.

(B) Existing and new data collection forms and instruments
used by state agencies to collect demographic data.

(C) Technical assistance efforts.

(2) Areport to be submitted pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be
submitted in compliance with Section 9795 of the Government
Code.

(h) Data collected pursuant to this section shall be made
available to the public in accordance with state and federal law,
except for personal identifying information, which shall be deemed
confidential.

98



AB 1186 —4—

OCO~NOUITPA,WNE

98



OCO~NOUITPA,WNE

AB 1186

98



AB 1186 —6—

OCO~NOUITPA,WNE

98



