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An act to amend Sectlons—1—252¥5—aﬁd—1—25289—ef—the—l-|eal%h—aﬁd

+HSH-EHH6HS—G6d€—FG|ﬂt—I—Hg—EG—A—|—Zh€H%€FS—d+S.eese- 2190.3 and 2811 5
of, and to add Sections 2454.6 and 3524.6 to, the Business and
Professions Code, relating to healing arts.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 639, as amended, Limon. Adzhetmers—disease—Medical
professionals: course requirements.

(1) Existinglaw, the Medical Practice Act, providesfor thelicensure
and regulation of physicians and surgeons by the Medical Board of
California and requires the board to adopt and administer standards
for the continuing education of those licensees. Existing law requires
general internists and family physicians who have a patient population
of which over 25% are 65 years of age or older to complete at least
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20% of all mandatory continuing education hours in a course related
to geriatric medicine or the care of older patients.

This bill would revise the above-described course requirements to
include the special care needs of patients with dementia.

Existing law requires the Medical Board of California, in order to
ensure the continuing competence of licensed osteopathic physicians
and surgeons, to adopt and administer standards for the continuing
education of those licensees, as prescribed.

This bill would require general internists and family physicians
subject to those licensing requirements who have a patient population
of which over 25% are 65 years of age or older to complete at least
20% of all mandatory continuing education hours in a course in the
field of geriatric medicine, the special care needs of patients with
dementia, or the care of older patients.

(2) Existing law, the Nursing Practice Act, establishes the Board of
Registered Nursing to license and regulate the practice of nursing.
Existing law requires the board to establish standards for continuing
education consisting of specified approved coursework. Existing law
requires a licensee under the act to submit a statement to the board,
under penalty of perjury, indicating compliance with those continuing
education requirements.

This bill would require all nurse practitioners who provide primary
care to a patient population of which over 25% are 65 years of age or
older to complete at least 20% of all mandatory continuing education
hoursin a course in the field of gerontology, the special care needs of
patients with dementia, or the care of older patients. By expanding the
scope of a crime, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

(3) Existing law, the Physician Assistant Practice Act, establishes
the Physician Assistant Board for the licensure and regulation of
physician assistants. Existing law authorizes the board to require a
licensee to complete specified continuing education coursework as a
condition of license renewal.

Thisbill would require all physician assistants who provide primary
careto a patient population of which over 25% are 65 years of age or
older to complete at least 20% of all mandatory continuing education
hours in a course in the field of geriatric medicine, the special care
needs of patients with dementia, or the care of older patients.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
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Satutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbur sement.

Thisbill would provide that no reimbursement isrequired by this act
for a specified reason.

[~ O vy

ton by it iy .
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: ne-yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 2190.3 of the Business and Professions
2 Codeisamended to read:
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2190.3. All general internists and family physicians who have
a patient population of which over 25 percent are 65 years of age
or older shall complete at least 20 percent of all mandatory
continuing education hours in a course in the field of geriatric

tel tents: medicine, the special care
needs of patients with dementia, or the care of older patients.

SEC. 2. Section 2454.6 isadded to the Business and Professions
Code, to read:

2454.6. All general internists and family physicians who have
a patient population of which over 25 percent are 65 years of age
or older shall complete at least 20 percent of all mandatory
continuing education hours in a course in the field of geriatric
medicine, the special care needs of patients with dementia, or the
care of older patients.

SEC. 3. Section 2811.5 of the Business and Professions Code
isamended to read:

2811.5. (a) Each person renewing their license under Section
2811 shall submit proof satisfactory to the board that, during the
preceding two-year period, they have been informed of the
developments in the registered nurse field or in any specia area
of practice engaged in by the licensee, occurring since the last
renewal thereof, either by pursuing a course or courses of
continuing education in the registered nurse field or relevant to
the practice of thelicensee, and approved by the board, or by other
means deemed equivalent by the board.

(b) Notwithstanding Section 10231.5 of the Government Code,
the board, in compliance with Section 9795 of the Government
Code, shall do the following:

(1) By January 1, 2019, deliver a report to the appropriate
legidative policy committees detailing a comprehensive plan for
approving and disapproving continuing education opportunities.

(2) By January 1, 2020, report to the appropriate legidative
committees on its progress implementing this plan.

(c) For purposes of this section, the board shall, by regulation,
establish standards for continuing education. The standards shall
be established in a manner to ensure that a variety of alternative
forms of continuing education are availableto licensees, including,
but not limited to, online, academic studies, in-service education,
ingtitutes, seminars, lectures, conferences, workshops, extension
studies, and home study programs. The standards shall take
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cognizance of specialized areas of practice, and content shall be
relevant to the practice of nursing and shall be related to the
scientific knowledge or technical skills required for the practice
of nursing or be related to direct or indirect patient or client care.
The continuing education standards established by the board shall
not exceed 30 hours of direct participation in a course or courses
approved by the board, or its equivalent in the units of measure
adopted by the board.

(d) Theboard shall audit continuing education providersat |east
once every five years to ensure adherence to regulatory
requirements, and shall withhold or rescind approval from any
provider that isin violation of the regulatory requirements.

(e) The board shall encourage continuing education in spousal
or partner abuse detection and treatment. In the event the board
establishes a requirement for continuing education coursework in
spousal or partner abuse detection or treatment, that requirement
shall be met by each licensee within no more than four yearsfrom
the date the requirement is imposed.

(f) Inestablishing standardsfor continuing education, the board
shall consider including a course in the special care needs of
individuals and their families, including, but not limited to, all of
the following:

(1) Pain and symptom management, including palliative care.

(2) The psychosocia dynamics of death.

(3) Dying and bereavement.

(4) Hospice care.

(g) Thissection shall not apply to licensees during the first two
years immediately following their initial licensure in California
or any other governmental jurisdiction, except that, beginning
January 1, 2023, those licensees shall complete one hour of direct
participation in an implicit bias course offered by a continuing
education provider approved by the board that meets all the same
requirements outlined in paragraph (1) of subdivision (f) of Section
2786, including, but not limited to, the identification of the
licensees previous or current unconscious biases and
misinformation and corrective measures to decrease implicit bias
a the interpersonal and institutional levels, including ongoing
policies and practices for that purpose.

(h) Theboard may, in accordance with theintent of this section,
make exceptions from continuing education requirements for

94



SB 639 —6—

OCO~NOUITPA,WNE

licensees residing in another state or country, or for reasons of
health, military service, or other good cause.

(i) For the purpose of fulfilling the requirements of this section,
all nurse practitioners who provide primary care to a patient
population of which over 25 percent are 65 years of age or older
shall complete at least 20 percent of all mandatory continuing
education hoursin a coursein thefield of gerontol ogy, the special
care needs of patients with dementia, or the care of older patients.

SEC. 4. Section 3524.6 isadded to the Business and Professions
Code, to read:

3524.6. All physician assistants who provide primary care to
a patient population of which over 25 percent are 65 years of age
or older shall complete at least 20 percent of all mandatory
continuing education hours in a course in the field of geriatric
medicine, the special care needs of patients with dementia, or the
care of older patients.

SEC. 5. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XIl1 B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminatesa crimeor infraction, or changesthe penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XlIII B of the California
Constitution.
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