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AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 23, 2025
AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 25, 2025

SENATE BILL No. 571

Introduced by SenatorsArchuleta, Arreguin, and Valladares
(Principal coauthors: Senator s Cervantes, Grayson, Hurtado,
Menjivar, Pérez, Reyes, Richardson, Stern, and UmberQ)

February 20, 2025

An act to amend-Sections451.5,-459,-and-463 Section 451.5 of, and
to add-Seetion Sections 463.2 and 538i to, the Penal Code, relating to
crimes.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 571, as amended, Archuleta. Loeeting-Emergencies: crimes.

Existing law defines looting as the commission of certain offenses
during and within an affected county in a state of emergency or local
emergency, as specified. Existing law includes any 2nd-degree burglary
or grand theft in the definition of looting, and makes looting based on
those offenses punishable by either imprisonment in a county jail for

one year or as afdony—Eae%ng—la;v—reqwr&s—a—pereﬂ—eeﬁweted—ef
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teeal-emergeney-- authorize the court to consider the fact, if pled and
proven, that the defendant committed the crime of looting while
impersonating emergency personnel as a factor in aggravation.

Existing law prohibits credibly impersonating a peace officer,
firefighter, or employee of a state or local government agency, or a
search and rescue team, as specified. A violation of these prohibitions
IS punishable as a misdemeanor.

This bill would make it a crime punishable as a misdemeanor or a
felony for a person, other than afirst responder to wear, exhibit, or use
the uniform, insignia, emblem, device, label, certificate, card, or writing
of afirst responder with the intent of fraudulently impersonating afirst
responder within an area under an evacuation order, as specified. The
bill would also make it a crime, punishable as a misdemeanor or a
felony, to impersonate afirst responder on the internet or by electronic
means during an evacuation order or within 30 days of its termination
for the purpose of defrauding another, as specified.

Existing law, until January 1, 2029, defines the offense of aggravated
arson, and defines the aggravating factorsfor the offense as: the person
has been previously convicted of arson on one or more occasionswithin
the past 10 years, the fire caused property damage and other lossesin
excess of $10,100,000, or the fire caused damage to, or the destruction
of, 5 or more inhabited dwellings. Existing law, commencing January
1, 2029, deletes the aggravating factor of property damage and other
lossesin excess of $10,100,000 from the definition of aggravated arson.

This bill would state that it is the intent of the Legidature that
amendments to the above-described dollar amounts are to be applied
prospectively and shall not be interpreted to benefit any defendant who
committed a crime or received a sentence before the effective date of

crimes, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program.
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The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish proceduresfor making that reimbursement.

Thisbill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act
for a specified reason.

This bill would make the operation of its provisions contingent upon
the enactment of AB 468 of the 2025-26 Regular Session.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 451.5 of the Penal Code, as amended by
Section 1 of Chapter 706 of the Statutes of 2023, is amended to
read:

451.5. (@) A person who willfully, maliciously, deliberately,
with premeditation, and with intent to cause injury to one or more
persons, or to cause damageto property under circumstanceslikely
to produce injury to one or more persons, or to cause damage to
one or more structures or inhabited dwellings, sets fire to, burns,
or causes to be burned, or aids, counsels, or procures the burning
of any residence, structure, forest land, or property, is guilty of
aggravated arson if one or more of the following aggravating
factors exists:

(1) The defendant has been previously convicted of arson on
one or more occasions within the past 10 years.

(2) (A) The fire caused property damage and other losses in
excess of ten million one hundred thousand dollars ($10,100,000),
exclusive of damage to, or destruction of, inhabited dwellings.

(B) Incalculating thetotal amount of property damage and other
losses under subparagraph (A), the court shall consider the cost of
fire suppression. It is the intent of the Legislature that this
paragraph be reviewed within five years to consider the effects of
inflation on the dollar amount stated herein.

(3) The fire caused damage to, or the destruction of, five or
more inhabited dwellings.

(b) A person who is convicted under subdivision (a) shall be
punished by imprisonment in the state prison for 10 yearsto life.
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(c) A person who is sentenced under subdivision (b) shall not
be eligible for release on parole until 10 calendar years have
elapsed.

(d) It isthe intent of the Legislature that amendments to the
threshold dollar amount set forth in this section are to be applied
prospectively only and shall not be interpreted to benefit any
defendant who committed any crime or received any sentence
before the effective date of the threshold.

(e) Thissectionshal remainin effect only until January 1, 2029,
and as of that date is repealed.
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SEC. 2. Section 463.2 is added to the Penal Code, to read:

463.2. (a) In sentencing a person convicted of a violation of
Section 463, the court may consider the fact, if pled and proven,
that the defendant committed the crime while impersonating
emergency personnel as a factor in aggravation in sentencing.

(b) For purposes of this section, the following terms have the
following meanings:

(1) “Emergency personnel” means a peace officer, an officer
or member of a fire department or a deputy state fire marshal, an
employee of a public utility or district, state, county, city, or special
district, a city and county officer or employee, an officer or member
of a governmental agency-managed or -affiliated search and rescue
unit or team, an officer or member of the Armed Forces of the
United States, the California National Guard, the State Guard,
the Naval Militia, the national guard of any other state, or any
other reserve component of the Armed Forces of the United States,
or an emergency medical technician, as defined in Division 2.5
(commencing with Section 1797) of the Health and Safety Code.

(2) “Impersonating” means willfully wearing, exhibiting, or
using of an authorized uniform, insignia, emblem, device, label,
certificate, card, or writing of emergency personnel with theintent
of fraudulently inducing the belief that they are emergency
personnel.

SECH4

SEC. 3. Section 538i is added to the Penal Code, to read:

538i. (&) Any person, other than afirst responder, who willfully
wears, exhibits, or uses the uniform, insignia, emblem, device,
label, certificate, card, or writing of afirst responder with the intent
of fraudulently impersonating afirst responder in an area subject
to an evacuation order-as-definedHn-Seetion463; or who willfully
and credibly impersonates afirst responder on an internet website,
or by other electronic means, during an evacuation order or within
30 days of its termination, for purposes of defrauding another,
shall be punished either by imprisonment in a county jail not to
exceed one year, by a fine not to exceed-$26,800; two thousand
dollars ($2,000) or by both that imprisonment and fine, or by
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imprisonment pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 1170 and by
afine not to exceed-$20,000: twenty thousand dollars ($20,000).

(b) For purposes of this section,~fi+st the following terms have
the following meanings:

(1) “Evacuation order” has the same meaning as in Section
463.

(2) “First responder” means afirst responder as defined under
Section 8562 of the Government Code, or any employee of the
Federal Emergency Management Agency under Section 313 of
Subchapter V of Chapter 1 of Title 6 of the United States Code.

SECS:

SEC. 4. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article X111 B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by alocal agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changesthe penalty
for acrime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of acrime within
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California
Constitution.

SEC. 5. Thisact shall become operative only if Assembly Bill
468 of the 20252026 Regular Session is enacted and becomes
effective on or before January 1, 2026.
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