AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 6, 2025
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 2, 2025

SENATE BILL No. 647

Introduced by Senator Hurtado

February 20, 2025

An act to amend-Seetions-381:5,-382,-382-3-and-2790 Section 382.1
of, and to add-Seetions-383-and-2790-1te6; and repeal Section 383 of,
the Public Utilities Code, relating to energy.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 647 as amended _Hurtado I:ew—meeme—energy—a%&aﬁee

—L ow-lncome

Oversght Board: men*bershlp amnent energyeffldencylncentlva

Existing law vests the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) with
regulatory authority over public utilities, including electrical
corporations and gas corporations. Under existing law, the PUC
supervises certain rate assistance and energy efficiency programs
administered by electrical corporations and gas corporations, or
adm| nistered by th| rd party adm| nistratorson their behalf. E*rs&ﬁngaw
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Existing law requires the PUC to ensure that all eligible low-income
electricity and gas customers are given the opportunity to participate
inlow-income energy efficiency programs, including the Energy Savings
Assistance Program, that are designed to provide long-term reductions
in energy consumption at the dwelling unit, including customers
occupying apartments or similar multiunit residential structures, as
specified. Existing law requires that these programs be designed to
provide long-term reductions in energy consumption at the dwelling
unit, asspecmed

Existing law establishesan 1i-member L ow-Income Oversight Board
to advise the PUC on low-income electric, gas, and water customer
issues, as specified.

Th|s bill would—m&ead—Fethe—Ehe—beard—te—ad\ﬁse—ﬂqe—PHeen

weu+e| add to the Low-l ncome Overs ght Board amember to be sel ected
by the Executive Director of the State Energy Resources Conservation
and Development Commission-Erergy-Coemmission) and a member
to be selected by the Executive Director of the State Air Resources
Board. The bill would require the Low-Income Oversight Board, on or
before January 1, 2027, to conduct an assessment of state and
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—3— SB 647

ratepayer-funded energy-efficiency incentives provided to low-income
residents and to low-to-moderate income residents, as defined, which
would include, among other things, recommendations for options to
address the energy assistance needs of low-to-moderate income
California households with household incomes that exceed the
thresholds for existing low-income programs, as provided. The bill
would require the Low-Income Oversight Board to publish its final
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yesno.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

OCO~NOUITA,WNE
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SECTION 1. Section 382.1 of the Public Utilities Code is
amended to read:

382.1. (@) Thereishereby established aL ow-Income Oversight
Board that shall advise the commission orHew-te-moderatetncome
low-income electric, gas, and water customer issues and shall serve
as a liaison for the commission to—tew-to-moderate—neome
low-income ratepayers and representatives. The Low-Income
Oversight Board shall replace the Low-Income Advisory Board
in existence on January 1, 2000. The Low-Income Oversight Board
shall do all of the following to advise the commission regarding
the commission’s duties:

(1) Monitor and evaluate implementation of al programs
provided totew-to-mederate-theome |ow-income el ectricity, gas,
and water customers.

(2) Assistin the development and analysis of any assessments
oftew-te-mederate-Heome | ow-income customer need.
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—7— SB 647

(3) Encourage collaboration between state and utility programs
for—tew-te-mederate—neeme low-income electricity and gas
customers to maximize the leverage of state and federal energy
efficiency funds to both lower the bills and increase the comfort
oftew-te-mederate-come | ow-income customers.

(4) Providereportstothe Legidature, asrequested, summarizing
the assessment of need, audits, and analysis of program
implementation.

(5) Assistinstreamlining the application and enrollment process
of programs for-tew-te-mederate-theeme |ow-income electricity
and gas customers with generad—low-to-moderate—ineome
low-income programs, including, but not limited to, the Universal
Lifeline Telephone Service (ULTS) program and, including
compliance with Section 739.1.

(6) Encourage the usage of the network of—eemmuﬂﬂy—based
erganizatitens community service providers in accordance with
Section 381.5.

(b) The Low-Income Oversight Board shall comprise 13
members to be selected as follows:

(1) Five members selected by the commission who have
expertisein the low-income community and who are not affiliated
with any state agency or utility group. These members shall be
selected in amanner to ensure an equitabl e geographic distribution.

(2) One member selected by the Governor.

(3) One member selected by the commission who is a
commissioner or commissioner designee.

(4) One member selected by the Department of Community
Services and Devel opment.

(5) One member selected by the commission who is a
representative of private weatherization contractors.

(6) One member selected by the commission who is a
representative of an electrical or gas corporation.

(7) One member selected by the commission who is a
representative of awater corporation.

(8) One member selected by the Executlve D|rector of the

designee: Comm| ssion.
(9) One member sel ected by the Executlve D| rector of the State

Air Resources

designree: Board.
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(c) The Low-Income Oversight Board shall alternate meeting
locations between northern, central, and southern California.

(d) TheLow-Income Oversight Board may establish atechnical
advisory committee consisting of low-income service providers,
utility representatives, consumer organizations, and commission
staff, to assist the board and may request utility representatives
and commission staff to assist the technical advisory committee.

() Thecommission shall do all of thefollowing in conjunction
with the board:

(1) Work  with the board, interested parties, and
community-based organizations to increase participation in
programs forHtew-te-mederate-theome |ow-income customers.

(2) Provide technical support to the board.

(3) Ensure that the energy burden ofHew-to-moederate-rcome
low-income electricity and gas customers is reduced.

(4) Provideformal notice of board meetingsinthe commission’s
daily calendar.

(f) (1) Members of the board and members of the technical
advisory committee shall be €eligible for compensation in
accordance with state guidelines for necessary travel.

(2) Membersof the board and membersof thetechnical advisory
committee who are not salaried state service employees shall be
eligible for reasonable compensation for attendance at board
meetings.

(3) All reasonable costs incurred by the board in carrying out
its duties pursuant to subdivision (a), including staffing, travel,
and administrative costs, shall be reimbursed through the public
utilities reimbursement account and shall be part of the budget of
the commission and the commission shall consult with the board
in the preparation of that portion of the commission’s annua
propo&d budget

SEC. 2. Section 383 is added to the Public Utilities Code, to
read:
383. Fhe(a) Onor before January 1, 2027, the L ow-Income
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do—a—of Board shall conduct an assessment of state and
ratepayer-funded energy efficiency incentives provided to
low-income residents and to low-to-moderate income residents.
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OCO~NOUITPA,WNE

(1) An assessment of and recommendations regarding
opportunitiesfor and barriersto improving the stacking of energy
efficiency and building decarbonization incentives aimed at
low-income househol ds and owners of multifamily residencesthat
house low-income residents.

(2) Recommendations for options to address the energy
assi stance needs of low-to-moderate income California households
with household incomes that exceed the thresholds for existing
low-income programs.

(3) Opportunities for energy efficiency incentives to better
support the growth of small and diverse businesses that perform
energy upgrades financed by those incentives.

(4) The potential rate impacts of recommendationsincluded in
the assessment, and recommendations on opportunitiesto mitigate
or prevent those impacts.

(b) On or before July 1, 2027, the board shall publish its final
assessment, pursuant to this section, on its internet website.

(c) For purposesof thissection, “ low-to-moderateincome” has
the same meaning as defined in Section 25665 of the Public
Resources Code.

(d) Thissection shall remainin effect only until January 1, 2030,
and as of that date is repeal ed.
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