AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 3, 2025
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 24, 2025

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2025—26 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1326

Introduced by Assembly Member Ahrens

February 21, 2025

An act to add—Section—2484—to—the—tL-aber—Code—relating—to
employment: Chapter 26 (commencing with Section 28050) to Division
20 of the Health and Safety Code, relating to personal protective
equipment.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1326, asamended, Ahrens.
’reao‘e—heakthemergenem—Masks individual or publlc health.

Existing law sets forth various provisions on the wearing of a mask
for health purposes. These circumstances include, among others, a
statewide stockpile of personal protective equipment (PPE) in the event
of a pandemic, wildfire smoke event, or other health emergency;
employer-supplied PPE to employees who provide direct patient care
in a general acute care hospital; employees of commercial cannabis
businesses wearing a mask for respiration; and providing peace officers
with an appropriate portable manual mask and airway assembly for
use when applying cardiopulmonary resuscitation to prevent the spread
of communicable disease.

Under this bill, an individual would have the right to wear a mask
on their face in a public place for the purpose of protecting their
individual health or the public health, with regard to communicable
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disease, air quality, or other health factors. The bill would define a
mask and a public place for purposes of this provision.

Under the bill, the above-described right would not be construed as
limiting or otherwise modifying the application or implementation of
certain requirementsfor theremoval of amask relating to, among other
contexts, security protocols to identify an individual, a bona fide
occupational qualification, or emergency health care protocols, as
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yesno.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 26 (commencing with Section 28050) is
added to Division 20 of the Health and Safety Code, to read:

CHAPTER 26. RicHT 7O WEAR A HEALTH MASK

1
2
3
4
5
6 28050. For purposes of this chapter, the following definitions
7 apply:
8 (a) “Mask’ means any of the following masks for placement
9 onanindividual’sface:
10 (1) Afiltering facepiece respirator, such as an N95 or KN95
11 mask.
12 (2) Asurgical mask.
13  (3) Acloth mask.
14  (4) Another mask within the scope of personal protective
15 equipment, as defined in Section 131021.
16  (b) “Public place’” means any of the following:
17 (1) Aplaceof businessthat isopen to the general public for the
18 sale of goods or services.
19 (2) Another place of public accommodation, as defined in
20 Section 2000a of Title 42 of the United Sates Code, or within the
21 scope of entities that are subject to Section 51 of the Civil Code.
22 (3) A governmental or public building or place open to the
23 general public.
24 (4) Astreet, road, plaza, park, or other outdoor space open to
25 thegeneral public.
26 (5 A mode of public transportation.
27 (6) Aclinic, a hospital or other health facility, a care facility,
28 or other health care setting.
29 (7) Anacademic institution or other educational setting.
30 (8) An employment setting or other workplace.
31 28051. Anindividual hastheright to wear a mask ontheir face
32 in a public place for the purpose of protecting their individual
33 health or the public health, with regard to communicable disease,
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air quality, or other health factors, subject to any limitations
described in this chapter.

28052. Section 28051 shall not be construed as limiting or
otherwise modifying the application or implementation of any of
the following:

(& Any requirement to temporarily remove a mask for
identification purposes through facial recognition, as part of
security regulations, procedures, or protocols under federal or
state law, or as part of the policy of a public placeif identification
of an individual is required for entry into the public place and
removal of the mask is necessary for that identification.

(b) Any requirement to avoid obstruction of vision while
operating a vehicle. It is the intent of the Legislature that a mask
worn as described in this chapter is in the form of covering an
individual’s mouth and nose and not an individual’s eyes.

(c) Any requirement to remove a mask for purposes of a bona
fide occupational qualification.

(d) Any health care protocols to remove a mask as necessary
to access an individual’s face in order to perform a health care
treatment or procedure on an emergency basis.

(e) Section 185 of the Penal Code.
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