AMENDED IN SENATE JUNE 23, 2025
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 1, 2025

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2025—26 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 302

Introduced by Assembly Member Bauer-K ahan

January 23, 2025

An act to-amend-Section-56:10-of the Civi-Coderelatingte-medical
tafermation: add Title 23 (commencing with Section 3273.75) to Part
4 of Division 3 of the Civil Code, relating to personal information.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 302, as amended, Bauer-Kahan. Cenfidentiality—of-Medica
Wem_a&eaﬁet.—Prote(_:ted i_nd_i viduals. _
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The California Consumer Privacy Act of 2018 (CCPA) grants a
consumer various rights with respect to personal information, as
defined, that is collected or sold by a business, as defined, including
the right to request that a business delete any personal information
about the consumer that the business has collected from the consumer.
The California Privacy Rights Act of 2020, approved by the voters as
Proposition 24 at the November 3, 2020, statewide general election,
amended, added to, and reenacted the CCPA and establishes the
California Privacy Protection Agency (agency) and vests the agency
with full administrative power, authority, and jurisdiction to enforce
the CCPA.

The Information Practices Act of 1977 regulates the use of personal
information by certain state agencies, including by requiring a state
agency to maintain in its records only personal information which is
relevant and necessary to accomplish a purpose of the agency required
or authorized by the California Constitution or statute or mandated by
the federal government.

This bill would authorize a protected individual, or the agency on
behalf of a protected individual, to request that a person or
governmental entity refrain from publishing or selling the protected
individual’s personal information or remove the protected individual’s
personal information from any existing publication and would require
a person or governmental entity to comply with that request, as
specified. The bill would authorize certain public attorneys, including
the Attorney General, to punish noncompliance with thisprovision with
acertain civil action.

Thisbill would also prohibit a person from knowingly publishing, as
defined, or selling the personal information of a protected individual
if the person knows, or reasonably should know, that publishing or
selling the personal information poses an imminent and serious threat
to the protected individual and certain harmsresult fromthe publishing
or selling of the personal information. The bill would punish aviolation
of this provision as a misdemeanor and would make a violator liable
for a civil penalty, as specified. By creating a new crime, the bill would
impose a state-mandated local program.

This bill would define * protected individual” to mean a current or
former representative elected in the state, as determined by the Secretary
of State, an appointed officer of a court or a magistrate in the state, or
a spouse, a child, or a dependent who resides in the same household
asthoseindividuals.

97



AB 302 —4—

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish proceduresfor making that reimbursement.

Thisbill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act
for a specified reason.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Title 23 (commencing with Section 3273.75) is
added to Part 4 of Division 3 of the Civil Code, to read:

TITLE 23. PROTECTED INDIVIDUALS

3273.75. Asusedinthistitle:

(@ (1) “Personal information” has, except as provided in
paragraph (2), the meaning defined in Section 1798.140.

(2) (A) “Personal information” includes, subject to
subparagraph (B), information that is publicly available.

(B) “ Personal information” does not include information that
is either of the following:

(i) Information that has been publicly disclosed with the
informed consent of the protected individual..

(i) Information that is relevant to, and displayed as part of, a
news story, commentary, editorial, or any other speech on a matter
of public concern.

(b) “Protected individual” means any of the following:

(1) A current or former representative elected in the state, as
determined by the Secretary of Sate.

(2) An appointed officer of a court or a magistrate in the state.

(3) A spouse, a child, or a dependent who resides in the same
household as an individual described in paragraph (1) or (2).

(c) “Publish” meansto make publicly available on an internet
website or social media platform.

(d) “SHl” means to sdll, rent, release, disclose, disseminate,
make available, transfer, or otherwise communicate orally, in
writing, or by electronic or other means, a protected individual’s
personal information to a third party for monetary or other
valuable consideration.
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3273.76. (a) Aprotectedindividual, or the California Privacy
Protection Agency on behalf of a protected individual, may request
that a person or governmental entity do either of the following:

(1) Refrainfrom publishing or selling the protected individual’s
personal information.

(2) Remove the protected individual’s personal information
from any existing publication.

(b) A request made under this section to a person or
governmental entity shall meet all of the following criteria:

(1) Therequest shall beinwriting.

(2) Therequest shall be sent by certified mail or by e-mail.

(3 The request shall adequately identify the publication
containing the personal information.

(c) On receipt of a request under subdivision (b), a person or
governmental entity shall promptly acknowledge receipt of the
request in writing by certified mail or by e-mail and do both of
the following:

(1) Take stepsreasonably necessary to ensure that the personal
information is not published.

(2) If the personal information is already published, provide
for the removal of the personal information within 72 hours after
receipt of the request.

3273.77. (@) A person shall not knowingly publish or sell the
personal information of a protected individual if both of the
following are true:

(1) The person knows, or reasonably should know, that
publishing or selling the personal information poses an imminent
and serious threat to the protected individual.

(2) The publishing or selling of the personal information results
in any of the following:

(A) An assault in any degree.

(B) Harassment.

(C) Trespass.

(D) Malicious destruction of property.

(b) A personwho violatesthis sectionisguilty of a misdemeanor,
a civil penalty not exceeding five thousand dollars ($5,000), or
both in an action brought only by the Attorney General.

3273.78. (a) A protected individual, the Attorney General, a
county counsel, or a city attorney may bring an action for a
violation of Section 3273.76 for any of the following relief:
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(1) Declaratory relief.

(2) Injunctive relief.

(3) Reasonable attorney’s fees.

(4) Actual damages.

(b) In addition to the other relief provided under this section,
if a court finds that a person or governmental entity willfully
refused to provide for the removal of personal information knowing
that the individual on behalf of whom the request was made was
a protected individual, the court may award punitive damages.
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Code:

SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article X111 B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by alocal agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changesthe penalty
for acrime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of acrime within
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California
Constitution.
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