AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 3, 2025

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2025—26 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 899

Introduced by Assembly Member Ransom

February 19, 2025

- Section 14549.8 to the Publié
Resources Code, relating to beverage containers.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 899, as amended, Ransom. Buy—Califernia—Glass—Bettle

-Beverage containers. glass wine
bottles. market development.

The California Beverage Container Recycling and Litter Reduction
Act, a violation of which isa crime, requires a distributor of beverage
containers, asdefined, to pay to the Department of Resources Recycling
and Recovery a monthly redemption payment for every beverage
container sold or transferred, as provided. The act requires the
department to deposit those amounts into the California Beverage
Container Recycling Fund. The fund is continuously appropriated to,
among other things, pay refund values and administrative fees to
processors that receive empty beverage containers fromrecyclers. The
act continuously appropriates $60,000,000 annually from the fund to
the department to make mar ket devel opment paymentsto glass beverage
container manufacturers who purchase recycled glass collected within
this state for use in manufacturing new beverage containers in this
state.
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This bill would authorize the department, subject to the availability
of funds, to pay a market development payment to a container
manufacturer who produces new glass wine bottles in this state that
are intended to be sold to a beverage manufacturer in California. The
bill would require, upon appropriation by the Legidature, the
department to use unall ocated funds from the $60,000,000 continuously
appropriated to the department to make market devel opment payments
to glass beverage container manufacturersto pay the glass wine bottle
mar ket development payment, not to exceed $200 per ton and 25,000
tons per year per manufacturer.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The Legidlature hereby finds and declares all of
the following:

(a) Glass containers are highly sustainable because every glass
bottle can be recycled endlessly without losing quality and used
to create a new glass bottle, thereby reducing waste, conserving
natural resources, and reducing carbon emissions associated with
mining, processing, and transporting raw materials.

(b) Recycled glass (cullet) reduces energy use and carbon
emissionsin the manufacturing process. Thereisa 2- to 3-percent
drop in energy use for every 10 percent cullet used in the
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manufacturing process. Oneton of carbon isreduced for every six
tons of cullet used in manufacturing.

(c) Cdifornia glass container manufacturers compete on an
unlevel playing field with foreign glass manufacturerswith in-state
recycled content requirements, compliance with in-state carbon
emission reductions, and federa and regiona air quality
regutatiens—Nene regulations, none of which are applicable to
foreign glass manufacturers.

(d) Cadliforniaglasscontainer manufacturers provide high-wage,
highly skilled union careers.

(e) Thereisinthe state aglass market development program to
encourage in-state production and distribution of glass that is not
used to its fullest extent because California wine producers are
ableto purchase foreign-made bottles cheaper than California-made
bottles.

bottles in California to promote a circular economy and to direct
Go-Biz the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery to
administer the program using unallocated glass market
development program funds.
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SEC. 2. Section 14549.8 isadded to the Public Resources Code,
to read:

14549.8. (a) In order to develop California markets for the
production of glass wine bottles in the state, the department may,
subject to the availability of funds, pay a market development
payment pursuant to this section to a container manufacturer who
produces new glass wine bottles in this state that are intended to
be sold to a beverage manufacturer in California.

(b) The department shall determine the amount of the market
development payment, but the payment shall not exceed two
hundred dollars ($200) per ton.
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(c) Thedepartment shall not pay a mar ket devel opment payment
pursuant to this section for the production of new glasswine bottles
in excess of 25,000 tons per year per container manufacture.

(d) Upon appropriation by the Legidlature, the department shall
use unallocated funds from the glass market devel opment payments
program authorized pursuant to Section 14549.7 for purposes of
this section.

(e) For purposes of this section, “ glass wine bottle” means a
glass beverage container produced to contain or containing wine.
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