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THE RISING IMPORTANCE OF 
OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Open educational resources (OER) were founded on a simple yet 

revolutionary idea that everyone in the world should have access to 

education. 

OER encompasses hundreds of resources that are free and 

openly licensed and can be used for teaching, learning, and 

research – complete courses and modules, textbooks, syllabi, 

video and audio, quizzes, and other types of learning materials.
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The OER community has been rapidly expanding over the years. With 

more colleges, education nonprofits, and other groups becoming active 

contributors, there’s been an increase in digital libraries where new 

resources are being developed and shared with educators and students 

around the world. 

MIT OpenCourseWare, was the first college to offer their entire course 

catalog online in 2002, inspiring others to follow in their footsteps. 

Today, the program has materials for more than 2,340 courses, and 96 

percent of educators say that MIT’s open resources have helped 

improve their courses.

Inside the Global Movement



The rise of OER has added tremendous value to K-12 and higher-ed 

communities in the U.S. A 2016 survey by TES Global shows that 73 

percent of American teachers are choosing OER over textbooks.

Improve Access to Education
By integrating OER into school classrooms, educators 

can ensure that every student has the opportunity to 

learn and succeed.

Eliminate Textbook and Other Learning Costs
American school leaders struggle with how to 

overcome the financial barriers to learning, and open 

educational resources have proven that they can save 

thousands of dollars for schools.

Raise the Standards of Classroom Materials
Open resources feature top-quality learning content 

that are an effective alternative. And contrary to 

traditional print textbooks, OER is highly 

personalizable and can be updated quickly and 

efficiently.

Benefits for Educators and Students
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1. Easily Create, Edit, 
and Remix Course 

Content

2. Select from 
Thousands of Open 

Educational Resources

3. Auto-Align Materials 
with Key Learning 

Standards

Fishtree is the all-in-one personalized learning platform designed to 

enrich student learning. We believe in the power of OER to elevate the 

learning process, and our solution provides the easy access you need to 

thousands of free instructional resources, modules, readings, videos, and 

more.

Easy Content Management with Fishtree

4. Add New Sources or 
Custom Content

5. Personalize 
Resources for Every 

Student

6. Author Aligned 
Assessments - 60 TEIs

Find out how to get the most from open educational resources, personalize learning, 

integrate technology in the classroom, discover innovative ideas in teaching, and more.

Fishtree is the leader in personalized learning for K-12, higher education, 

and workforce development. Learn more about our solution and 

download other education content at www.fishtree.com
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