
  

What Jesus Started  
ACTS 2:42-47 

 

In our time, together during Group Connect we learned that biblical community is a community with all things in common, with one 

aim, the partnership of the gospel message.  This starts, first and foremost, with Loving God and Loving One Another.  We learned 

that their devotion to God’s word impacted their lives so greatly they no longer looked to their differences but were united in one 

body.  We also learned that God transformed them through prayer and He moved them to deeper things.  They simply Loved God.   

 

We also learned that the believers in the early church were called to live out this love for God by seeing need, connecting with one 

another to care for those needs, sharing their lives, trusting and obeying His commands, and gathering together daily.  They simply 

Loved One Another.   

 

But this was not the end of the story, rather, it was only the beginning.  This church grounded in its love for God and one another 

would become the greatest movement in the history of the world.  There is an inner dynamic in Christian faith that keeps drawing it 

back to renewal and expansion.  Whenever Christianity puts up its feet and settles down, somewhere out there on the fringe God 

does something new.  As followers of Jesus, we cannot move forward until we return to his example as founder and living Lord.   

 

Small groups are the church, and as the church, we are called to live out the gospel message.  This is why we exist.  Our purpose is 

not one for the faint of heart as we follow Jesus in his examples to catch people, make disciples, and multiply communities of his 

followers.  There is a job for everyone to do.  Everyone moves in the movement.  The movement Jesus founded advances because 

we are all called to connect with people who are far from God.  We are called to share our story and Jesus’ story – the gospel.  We 

can all open the Scriptures and begin learning together how to follow Jesus in loving obedience.  We can all form groups to gather to 

worship, to learn, to love and to witness.  We can play our part in the multiplication of disciples and churches both locally and 

throughout the world.   

 

WHAT JESUS STARTED 

 

There are six elements that characterize the movement that Jesus founded and still leads today.  

 

1. Jesus saw the end.  He was moved with compassion.  He looked out over Israel and saw sheep, lost without a shepherd.  

He prepared his disciples to take the gospel to the whole world. 

2. Jesus connected with people.  Jesus crossed whatever boundaries stood in the way and connected with people.  No 

group was beyond his care.  Jesus spent a lot of time ministering to people – looking for the “sick” not the “healthy”, 

“sinners” not the “righteous.”  He sought out people who knew they needed God’s mercy. 

3. Jesus shared the gospel.  Jesus proclaimed the good news of salvation in words and deeds.  In him, God’s rule had 

become a present reality.  He preached, taught, rebuked and invited everyone he met to repent and believe.  He gave his life 

as a ransom for many. 

4. Jesus trained disciples.  Jesus led people to put their trust in him and to learn to obey his commands.  He modeled and 

taught them a new way of life. 

5. Jesus gathered communities.  Jesus formed his disciples into communities characterized by faith in him, love for one 

another, and witness in words and deeds. 

6. Jesus multiplied workers.  Jesus equipped his followers to make disciples of all nations.  He sent the Holy Spirit upon 

them so that they would continue his ministry in his power. 

 

 
These next several weeks we are asking that you work your way around five elements.  You will need approximately 90 minutes for 

these discussions.  The main focus should be on applying the learning rather than rushing through a lesson. 
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What Jesus 
Started Week 1 
See | Connect | Share | Train | 
Gather | Multiply 

SEE THE END 

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for 

them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 

sheep without a shepherd. (Matt 9:36) 

AS WE BEGIN… 

Describe to one another the crowds which you 

encounter daily (i.e. family, friends, co-workers, 

community activities, etc.) 

Next, break into even smaller groups of no more 

than five people.  Share a highlight or lowlight from 

the previous week. 

Share your hopes for this community 

Practicing the ACTS method.  Pray for people you 

know who are far from God.  Don’t discuss them.  

Just pray for them by name.  It is good to pray in 

silence if that is what you prefer personally.   

DISCOVERY BIBLE STUDY 

Read Matthew 9:35-38.  Without looking at the text, 

retell the passage in your own words. 

What do you like about this story? 

What does this passage tell us about God? 

What does it teach us about people? 

Is there a command to obey or an example to follow? 

What do you need to do this week to obey what you 

have learned? 

Pray for each other 

 

 

 

WRAP UP 

Come back together as one large group. 

What significant insight did you gain from this story? 

How can you obey what you have learned this week? 

BEFORE THE NEXT GATHERING 

Reflect on your relational environments.  Your family, 

friends, co-workers, community and even this new 

community.  Pray for them by name.  What end 

vision has God shown you for anyone in the crowds.  

Even if just one? 

Make it a goal to learn something new about this 

person during the week.   

PERSONAL STUDY 

Read John 3:1-8 

How did Jesus see the end?  What was his end vision 

(v3)? 

As you listen to others in your relational 

environments this week, what lens do you believe 

they see things through?  The lens of popular belief 

and the world?  Or through the lens of the spiritual? 

Pay attention to your emotions regarding situations 

around you.  What lens do you see things through? 
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CONNECT WITH PEOPLE 

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and 

sent them two by two ahead of him to every town 

and place where he was about to go. (Luke 10:1) 

AS WE BEGIN… 

Share with one another what new thing you learned 

about one person in your relational environments.  

Did it change your perspective of that person? 

Break into even smaller groups of no more than five 

people.  Share a highlight or lowlight from the 

previous week. 

Share your experience from last week’s personal 

study.  What lens do you see others through?  The 

world or the gospel? 

Practicing the ACTS method.  Pray for people you 

know who are far from God.  Don’t discuss them.  

Just pray for them by name. 

DISCOVERY BIBLE STUDY 

Read Luke 19:1-10.  Without looking at the text, 

retell the passage in your own words. 

What do you like about this story? 

What does this passage tell us about God? 

What does it teach us about people? 

Is there a command to obey or an example to follow? 

What do you need to do this week to obey what you 

have learned? 

Who could you share this story with? 

Pray for each other 

WRAP UP 

Come back together as one large group.   

What significant insight did you gain from this story? 

How can you obey what you have learned this week? 

BEFORE THE NEXT GATHERING 

Take some time to connect with at least one person 

in your new community outside of the small group 

meeting.   

Share with one another your current season of life 

and listen carefully to one another. 

PERSONAL STUDY 

Read James 2:14-17 

How does James suggest we connect with others? 

During your time with your group member this week, 

identify ways in which you can help them in tangible 

ways.  A simple question to ask is, “what would I 

desire most if I was in their situation?”    
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SHARE THE GOSPEL 

Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel – Paul  (1 

Corinthians 9:16) 

AS WE BEGIN… 

Share with one another what you learned from your 

personal study  

Break into even smaller groups of no more than 

three people.  Share with one another what it was 

like to hear of each other’s season of life. 

Pray for people you know who are far from God.   

When God leads us to others, we need to know 

what to say to them.  Two stories are important: our 

story and Jesus’s story.  This session will look at 

sharing your story. 

DISCOVERY BIBLE STUDY 

Read Acts 9:1-22.  Without looking at the text, retell 

the passage in your own words. 

What do you like about this story? 

 

What does the passage teach us about God? 

 

What does the passage teach us about people? 

 

Is there a command to obey or an example to follow? 

 

What do you need to do this week to obey what you 

have learned? 

 

Who could you share this story with? 

 

Pray for each other 

 

 

EYEWITNESS NEWS 

Think of a time when you had exciting news you 

couldn’t wait to share with others.  What was the 

news? 

 

Who did you tell? 

 

How did you tell them? 

 

What makes a story contagious – something you are 

eager to share?  What makes a story hard to listen 

to? 

 

Stories touch our emotions; stories help us connect 

with another person; stories are credible because 

they are from our own lives.  As you connect with 

responsive people, it is important that you can share 

your story with them simply and briefly.  As you 

make disciples, you will need to teach them to do the 

same. 

 

PAUL’S STORY 

Gather back into one group.   In Acts, Paul tells his 

story of conversion three times, beginning with Acts 

9:1-22 (see also Acts 22:1-21; 26:1-23).  Read Acts 

9:1-22 again.  List the main points of Paul’s story from 

the account.   

• Paul’s life before he met Jesus (vv. 1-2) 

• How he met Jesus (vv.3-19) 

• How his life changed (vv. 20-22) 

BEFORE THE NEXT GATHERING 

Reflect on your story. 

• Your life before you met Jesus 

• How you met Jesus 

• How your life has changed; 

Pair up with someone outside of group time and 

practice telling your story in these three parts.  Try 

and share it in just three minutes.  You may need to 

appoint a timekeeper! 

Repeat the exercise in different pairs. 

Tell one another who will you share your story with 

this week in your relational environments? 
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TRAIN DISCIPLES 

Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him 

who sent me to accomplish his work.” (John 4:34) 

AS WE BEGIN… 

Icebreaker:  

What is the best gift anyone’s ever given to you? 

What are you most thankful for? 

Break into even smaller groups of no more than 

three people.  Share highs and lows from last week. 

Did you fill a need for someone last week?  How did 

it make you feel?  Would you want to do it again?  

Did you share your story with anyone in your 

relational environments? 

Pray for people you know who are far from God.   

DISCOVERY BIBLE STUDY 

Read John 4:27-38.  Without looking at the text, retell 

the passage in your own words. 

What do you like about this story? 

 

What does the passage teach us about God? 

 

What does the passage teach us about people? 

 

Is there a command to obey or an example to follow? 

 

What do you need to do this week to obey what you 

have learned? 

 

Who could you share this story with? 

 

Pray for each other and for others in your life with 

need 

 

WRAP UP 

Think of something that you enjoy.  Does it fulfill you?  

Can you honestly say that it satisfies you? 

For example, when we purchase things that we 

desire, why is it that we always desire the next model 

more?  Why does Apple see people lining up in the 

street to be the first to purchase the new model of 

an iPhone?  What is your version of the iPhone?  

Have you ever truly been fulfilled in it?   

Have you felt fulfilled as you have seen, connected 

and shared with others these past few weeks?  Did 

meeting the needs of others provide you with more 

satisfaction than other things you have historically 

looked for fulfillment? 

BEFORE THE NEXT GATHERING 

Pray to God about who you can take with you to see 

others, serve their needs, and share your story.     

PERSONAL STUDY 

Read Luke 10:1-4 

How did Jesus train his disciples?  How have you 

trained others in your life, whether be it your 

children, work, etc.? 
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GATHER 

And day by day, attending the temple together and 

breaking bread in their homes, they received their 

food with glad and generous hearts, (Acts 2:46) 

AS WE BEGIN… 

Discuss how you allowed someone to follow you into 

seeing others, meeting needs, or sharing your story 

this past week. 

Break into even smaller groups of no more than 

three people.  Share highs and lows from last week. 

Pray for people you know who are far from God.   

DISCOVERY BIBLE STUDY 

Read Acts 2:42-47.  Without looking at the text, retell 

the passage in your own words. 

What do you like about this story? 

 

What does the passage teach us about God? 

 

What does the passage teach us about people? 

 

Is there a command to obey or an example to follow? 

 

What do you need to do this week to obey what you 

have learned? 

 

Who could you share this story with? 

 

Pray for each other and for others in your life with 

need, remembering James 2:15,16 

 

 

 

 

WRAP UP 

Come back together as one large group. 

What significant insight did you gain from this story? 

How can you obey what you have learned this week? 

 

BEFORE THE NEXT GATHERING 

Coordinate with one another to plan a social 

gathering where laughter and food are central.  Pray 

to God who you may add to your number (Acts 

2:47).   

Have each person invite someone to the social so 

they too may join in the laughter and food.  Look for 

ways to see those you invite, anxiously looking for 

ways to meet needs in their life.  Share your stories 

with them if it is natural and you feel the Lords 

prompting? 

   

 

 

 

 


