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GOOD NEWS WHEN LIFE DROPS YOU 

 QUESTIONS 

1. What idea, illustration, application, or Scripture most spoke to you in this week’s message? 
2. When you have struggled or received bad news in the past, how have you handled the news? 

What would have been different if you asked God to help you handle processing the bad news? 
3. Pastor John shares with us that Peter was often focused on his comfort and his leadership 

potential in the ministry of Jesus. Why do you think God cares more about our character than our 
comfort? 

4. In Mark 8:33, Jesus reminds the apostles that we think with a human perspective instead a godly 
perspective. Which of your current struggles do you need to look at more closely to find God’s 
purposes at work? 

5. What areas of your life are taking your focus off Jesus? What practical steps are offered in Mark 
to help us focus only on Jesus?  

6. As Peter grew in Christ, he learned how to better focus on Jesus. Read 1 Peter 1:3-25 as a group. 
Note how he talks about that same Good News in verses 12 and 25 in his letter to Christians who 
were experiencing a lot of bad news as they were being persecuted by the Romans. What hope 
do you think they found in that Good News? How does focusing on that Good News change your 
perspective? 

7. Read Mark 1:9-11 and then Mark 9:7. What similarities do you see? What differences? Why do 
you think this message from God was repeated? 

 
 

 SCRIPTURE REFERENCES - MARK 1:1, MARK 1:14, MARK 8:28-36, MARK 9:2-
9 

 

 TAKEAWAYS 

• The Gospel - “Good News” that applies to any bad news in your life. 

• When bad news brings you to your knees ask: 
o  “What is God concerned with here?” 

• Sometimes the best thing is the most uncomfortable thing. 

• When bad news brings you to your knees, give it some time. 

• When bad news brings you to your knees:  
o Get to a place where you can’t see anything but Jesus. 

• Ask God to get you above the debris, where all the stuff is still happening, but you aren’t 

absorbing it into your soul. 
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WEEKLY ACTION STEP 

Take some time this week to intentionally be alone with God so you can place your focus solely on Him. 
Turn on some worship music, read Scripture, or just rest in His presence and allow Him to speak to you. 
 
 

FURTHER STUDY 

In this four-week series, Pastor John references a few of the many times Mark uses the Greek word 
euangelizo or eunagelion – meaning Good News, in his writing of the book of Mark. If you want to study 
every single time, here’s a list! Note how Mark portrays the power of this Good News! 
 

• Mark 1:1 

• Mark 1:14 

• Mark 1:15 

• Mark 8:35 

• Mark 10:29 

• Mark 13:10 

• Mark 14:9 

• Mark 16:15 
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