
4 WEEK STUDY GUIDE
Connection Pointe Christian Church



OVERVIEW OF
GREATER THINGS
ICEBREAKER
Over the past 180 years God has led this church family through 
some big moments. For you personally what has been your 
biggest moment with God at Connection Pointe? 

How have you seen the ministries of Connection Pointe impact 
your family, our community or our brothers and sisters across
the world?

QUESTIONS
Read together John 14:12. Discuss together: What do you think 
Jesus meant in this verse that we would do Greater Things? 

JOHN 14:12
12 “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same
works I have done, and even greater works, because I am going to
be with the Father. 

What comes to mind for you personally when you hear “Raise 
the strongest generation”? Where has The Church succeeded
in this? Or fallen short?

Read Matthew 28:19-20, The Great Commission. What does 
Jesus state as the mission of the church?  

MATTHEW 28:19-20
19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these 
new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure
of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  

The Greater Things Vision has 3 components: Raising the 
strongest generation, reaching more people through digital 
means and preparing for impossible opportunities by reducing 
our mortgage debt. Which of these most excites you, and why?

Read Luke 16:10. What are the “little” things in life God has called 
you to be faithful with? How does this verse apply to the church?

LUKE 16:10
10 “If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones.
But if you are dishonest in little things, you won’t be honest with
greater responsibilities.

PRAYER
Wrap up your time together by praying for the 3 parts of the 
vision. Ask one volunteer to pray for each one of the 3 parts.  
Additionally, have one person pray that God would unite and
align our hearts as a church family together through this series.

It will take all of us together to accomplish Greater Things. 
Take some time now to surrender to God that you will seek Him 
and worship Him by obeying whatever he reveals for you to do in 
the Greater Things vision. 
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ICEBREAKER
What apps or devices do you regularly use to connect with your 
family, friends and the world around you?

Can you remember life before emerging technology reshaped 
society? Whether it’s CDs, cassettes, 8 tracks or vinyl records, 
share how you have seen changes in technology shape how 
people live.

Have you seen churches or ministries leverage any of these 
technologies for God’s work? For example, Paul the Apostle used 
pen and parchment-a leading technology of his day, to connect 
churches. Share some other examples.

PRAYER
Open your time together today praying for the three parts of the 
Greater Things vision: 

REACH MORE PEOPLE THAN WE EVER THOUGHT POSSIBLE

RAISE THE STRONGEST GENERATION

PREPARE FOR IMPOSSIBLE OPPORTUNITIES

REACH MORE PEOPLE
THAN WE EVER
THOUGHT POSSIBLE

QUESTIONS
As you have processed the Greater Things vision what most 
excites you?

Read together Matthew 28:19-20. If Jesus and the disciples were 
here today, how do you think they might use the technology of 
our day?

MATTHEW 28:19-20
19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these 
new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure
of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  

While we know digital engagement can never replace relational 
discipleship, we believe connecting with people digitally can 
serve as a catalyst to connecting them relationally. How have 
you personally used technology to connect with others?

Were your surprised to hear our weekly online messages are 
reaching over 6,000 people and we have had message views as 
high as 15,000? Why or why not?

In a world where Blockbuster is dead, and Netflix is thriving, and 
people are making big life decisions online through a device, 
how does the church stay true to the Word of God, but relevant 
to our rapidly changing culture?

During this weekend’s message Pastor John shared the digital 
cluster map of the United States. Talk about your thoughts and 
excitement when you saw the clusters across the country we are 
reaching?

Do you know anyone who is watching our messages and 
learning about Jesus? Where do they live?
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Read aloud Acts 1:8. What is our modern-day Jerusalem, Judea 
and Samaria? How do you believe this digital strategy can allow 
us to be witnesses to these areas?

ACTS 1:8
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you 
will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

PRAYER
During your prayer time today write the names of people you 
want to meet Jesus on the map we have provided.

Pray specifically for these individuals and collectively for God to 
work in the lives of those represented on this map.

BEFORE NEXT WEEK
Ask God to plant this vision in your heart and prepare you to join 
Him in it.

What did you think of the principle of giving God our “first and 
best?” Had you heard this idea before? 
 
As you pray about your calling in the historic opportunity of 
Greater Things, what would giving your first look like? (Auto pay? 
First check of more than, etc?)
 
As you pray about Greater Things, have you considered what 
your “best” would be?
 
Pastor John studied the concept of “first and best” from Genesis 
to Revelation. For a deeper understanding, see the additional 
Bible passages. 
 
ADDITIONAL BIBLE PASSAGES THAT SHAPED THIS “FIRST 
AND BEST” MESSAGE INCLUDE:

The Old Testament cites firstborn and firstfruit 154 times, see: 
Exodus 23:19, 34:26, Leviticus 27:26.

The first offering in human history was about first and best 
versus last and least, see Genesis 4:2-5.

The first of the 10 Commandments is to have no other god 
before God, Exodus 20:3.

My finances reveal my true first and best, Luke 12:34

God gave us His first and best, Luke 2:7, Colossians 1:15, 
Revelation 1:5, 17. See also: Romans 8:23, John 16:7.

God refers to us as His first in James 1:18 and Revelation 14:4

New Testament believers brought their offerings on the first day 
of the week, 1 Corinthians 16:1-2.
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RAISE THE STRONGEST
GENERATION
ICEBREAKER
How have your seen things in our society rapidly changing for our 
kids and grandkids?

In what ways are you most excited and most concerned for the 
next generation?

PRAYER
Open your time together today praying for the three parts of the 
Greater Things vision: 

REACH MORE PEOPLE THAN WE EVER THOUGHT POSSIBLE

RAISE THE STRONGEST GENERATION

PREPARE FOR IMPOSSIBLE OPPORTUNITIES

QUESTIONS
Read Proverbs 22:6 together. How do we train our children to 
choose the right way? 

PROVERBS 22:6
6 Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are older, they 
will not leave it.

Were you shocked or surprised to learn nationally that 2 out of 3 
young people are quitting Christianity by age 30? Discuss 

people in your life who have fallen into this statistic or ones who 
have defied these odds.

Pastor John often references that we desire our children to be 
warriors of Grace and Truth. This balance of grace and truth 
comes from John 1:14. Discuss what this means? How do we train 
our children to be full of God’s love (grace) and also His Truth?  

JOHN 1:14
14 So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full 
of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of 
the Father’s one and only Son.  

Whether we like it or not our kids have more screen time than 
ever before and can find themselves living in two worlds. What is 
on that screen versus in real life? How are you experiencing this 
with your kids, grandkids or children in your life? Do you feel the 
young people in your life are connecting to Jesus on their 
screens? How can we connect the unchanging Word of God into 
their digital reality?

Read together 2 Timothy 3:14-16. Timothy was a second- 
generation Christian, taught the Word of God by his mother and 
grandmother at a young age. Why is it critical that parents are 
equipped to root their children in the freedom, truth and power 
of Christ? Why is this so challenging for parents in our culture?

2 TIMOTHY 3:14-16
14 But you must remain faithful to the things you have been taught. You 
know they are true, for you know you can trust those who taught you. 15 
You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and they have 
given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in 
Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us 
what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us 
when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right.
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PRAYER
This week for your prayer time we would encourage you to seek 
the Lord together for the children in your life. Have someone 
designated to open with a simple prayer of “God, we lift these 
precious children before you, that we would be a church, a 
community, a movement of people that would defy the odds. That 
under our watch our children and grandchildren will not turn away 
from Christianity, but rather cling to the truths of your Word. 
Father we lift before you …….” and then in a popcorn fashion call 
out in your prayer circle every child’s name you can think of and 
lift them before the Lord (kids, grandkids, adult children, nieces, 
nephews, neighbors, etc.). After you have prayed for as many 
children as you can name, have someone in the group close your 
time out in prayer. 

BEFORE NEXT WEEK
Talk to a child in your life about technology. What are their 
favorite apps, what online personalities do they follow and how 
are they connecting with “friends” via a device? Do they know of 
any Christian voices or influencers?
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You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and they have 
given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in 
Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us 
what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us 
when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right.

PRAYER
This week for your prayer time we would encourage you to seek 
the Lord together for the children in your life. Have someone 
designated to open with a simple prayer of “God, we lift these 
precious children before you, that we would be a church, a 
community, a movement of people that would defy the odds. That 
under our watch our children and grandchildren will not turn away 
from Christianity, but rather cling to the truths of your Word. 
Father we lift before you …….” and then in a popcorn fashion call 
out in your prayer circle every child’s name you can think of and 
lift them before the Lord (kids, grandkids, adult children, nieces, 
nephews, neighbors, etc.). After you have prayed for as many 
children as you can name, have someone in the group close your 
time out in prayer. 

BEFORE NEXT WEEK
Talk to a child in your life about technology. What are their 
favorite apps, what online personalities do they follow and how 
are they connecting with “friends” via a device? Do they know of 
any Christian voices or influencers?

| WEEK 3
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PREPARE FOR IMPOSSIBLE
OPPORTUNITIES
ICEBREAKER
What did you learn about how the next generation connects 
online?   

Share a time that you were able to maximize an opportunity 
because you were well prepared?

PRAYER
Open your time together today praying for the three parts of the 
Greater Things vision: 

REACH MORE PEOPLE THAN WE EVER THOUGHT POSSIBLE

RAISE THE STRONGEST GENERATION

PREPARE FOR IMPOSSIBLE OPPORTUNITIES

QUESTIONS
What part of the Greater Things vision has most excited you?

Share personally how debt has impacted your life or family? Are 
there times you have had to pass on opportunities in life 
because of debt? 

Pastor John has shared about churches that have approached 
Connection Pointe to take over their building and congregation 
because of finances or aging of the congregation. Putting 

yourself in the shoes of our brothers and sisters in those 
churches, why is it so important for us to prepare financially for 
the future and for impossible opportunities?

Read Matthew 9:27-31. Why do you think Jesus didn’t respond 
immediately to the blind men’s pleas? When is a time in life 
when God may have had you wait but as a result your faith was 
increased?   

MATTHEW 9:27-31
27 After Jesus left the girl’s home, two blind men followed along behind 
him, shouting, “Son of David, have mercy on us!” 28 They went right into 
the house where he was staying, and Jesus asked them, “Do you believe I 
can make you see?” “Yes, Lord,” they told him, “we do.” 29 Then he touched 
their eyes and said, “Because of your faith, it will happen.” 30 Then their 
eyes were opened, and they could see! Jesus sternly warned them, “Don’t 
tell anyone about this.” 31 But instead, they went out and spread his fame 
all over the region.  

How have you seen God do the impossible in your life or 
someone else’s?

Read Luke 16:10. What do you think it means to be trusted with 
small things? How does this verse apply to us both personally 
and as a church body?

LUKE 16:10
10 “If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones.
But if you are dishonest in little things, you won’t be honest with
greater responsibilities.

Read Matthew 17:14-20. Jesus tells the disciples that they only 
need the faith of a mustard seed for impossible things to 
happen. The disciples were very familiar with how tiny the 
mustard seed is. How can smaller beginnings/steps/obedience 
result in greater things?
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MATTHEW 17:14-20
10 At the foot of the mountain, a large crowd was waiting for them. A man 
came and knelt before Jesus and said, 15 “Lord, have mercy on my son. He 
has seizures and suffers terribly. He often falls into the fire or into the 
water. 16 So I brought him to your disciples, but they couldn’t heal him.”
17 Jesus said, “You faithless and corrupt people! How long must I be with 
you? How long must I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me.” 18 Then 
Jesus rebuked the demon in the boy, and it left him. From that moment 
the boy was well. 19 Afterward the disciples asked Jesus privately, “Why 
couldn’t we cast out that demon?” 20 “You don’t have enough faith,” Jesus 
told them. “I tell you the truth, if you had faith even as small as a mustard 
seed, you could say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it 
would move. Nothing would be impossible.”

What in your life seems impossible right now? What greater 
things do you think God has for your family?

Have you ever stepped out financially to worship God or join Him 
in a vision? If so, how did it change you? What did you learn? 

PRAYER
Wrap this week up praying for what God will do in and through 
Connection Pointe in this season. Pray together asking God to 
work ahead of us in the Greater Things vision, and pray 
expectantly that He will provide financially. Additionally, seek God 
together praying over your individual commitments and your 
heart alignment to the vision.  

BEFORE NEXT WEEK
As you wrap up this study, discuss together what you will do 
personally and as a group to help keep the Greater Things vision 
alive in your hearts and lives. An example may be each week you 
gather together revisit the names and the digital map you are 
praying over, or to pray for the names of the next generation. 
Together let’s declare that the Kingdom of God will expand on our 
watch as we boldly step into Greater Things.



ICEBREAKER
What did you learn about how the next generation connects 
online?   

Share a time that you were able to maximize an opportunity 
because you were well prepared?

PRAYER
Open your time together today praying for the three parts of the 
Greater Things vision: 

REACH MORE PEOPLE THAN WE EVER THOUGHT POSSIBLE

RAISE THE STRONGEST GENERATION

PREPARE FOR IMPOSSIBLE OPPORTUNITIES

QUESTIONS
What part of the Greater Things vision has most excited you?

Share personally how debt has impacted your life or family? Are 
there times you have had to pass on opportunities in life 
because of debt? 

Pastor John has shared about churches that have approached 
Connection Pointe to take over their building and congregation 
because of finances or aging of the congregation. Putting 

yourself in the shoes of our brothers and sisters in those 
churches, why is it so important for us to prepare financially for 
the future and for impossible opportunities?

Read Matthew 9:27-31. Why do you think Jesus didn’t respond 
immediately to the blind men’s pleas? When is a time in life 
when God may have had you wait but as a result your faith was 
increased?   

MATTHEW 9:27-31
27 After Jesus left the girl’s home, two blind men followed along behind 
him, shouting, “Son of David, have mercy on us!” 28 They went right into 
the house where he was staying, and Jesus asked them, “Do you believe I 
can make you see?” “Yes, Lord,” they told him, “we do.” 29 Then he touched 
their eyes and said, “Because of your faith, it will happen.” 30 Then their 
eyes were opened, and they could see! Jesus sternly warned them, “Don’t 
tell anyone about this.” 31 But instead, they went out and spread his fame 
all over the region.  

How have you seen God do the impossible in your life or 
someone else’s?

Read Luke 16:10. What do you think it means to be trusted with 
small things? How does this verse apply to us both personally 
and as a church body?

LUKE 16:10
10 “If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones.
But if you are dishonest in little things, you won’t be honest with
greater responsibilities.

Read Matthew 17:14-20. Jesus tells the disciples that they only 
need the faith of a mustard seed for impossible things to 
happen. The disciples were very familiar with how tiny the 
mustard seed is. How can smaller beginnings/steps/obedience 
result in greater things?
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MATTHEW 17:14-20
10 At the foot of the mountain, a large crowd was waiting for them. A man 
came and knelt before Jesus and said, 15 “Lord, have mercy on my son. He 
has seizures and suffers terribly. He often falls into the fire or into the 
water. 16 So I brought him to your disciples, but they couldn’t heal him.”
17 Jesus said, “You faithless and corrupt people! How long must I be with 
you? How long must I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me.” 18 Then 
Jesus rebuked the demon in the boy, and it left him. From that moment 
the boy was well. 19 Afterward the disciples asked Jesus privately, “Why 
couldn’t we cast out that demon?” 20 “You don’t have enough faith,” Jesus 
told them. “I tell you the truth, if you had faith even as small as a mustard 
seed, you could say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it 
would move. Nothing would be impossible.”

What in your life seems impossible right now? What greater 
things do you think God has for your family?

Have you ever stepped out financially to worship God or join Him 
in a vision? If so, how did it change you? What did you learn? 

PRAYER
Wrap this week up praying for what God will do in and through 
Connection Pointe in this season. Pray together asking God to 
work ahead of us in the Greater Things vision, and pray 
expectantly that He will provide financially. Additionally, seek God 
together praying over your individual commitments and your 
heart alignment to the vision.  

BEFORE NEXT WEEK
As you wrap up this study, discuss together what you will do 
personally and as a group to help keep the Greater Things vision 
alive in your hearts and lives. An example may be each week you 
gather together revisit the names and the digital map you are 
praying over, or to pray for the names of the next generation. 
Together let’s declare that the Kingdom of God will expand on our 
watch as we boldly step into Greater Things.



ICEBREAKER
What did you learn about how the next generation connects 
online?   

Share a time that you were able to maximize an opportunity 
because you were well prepared?

PRAYER
Open your time together today praying for the three parts of the 
Greater Things vision: 

REACH MORE PEOPLE THAN WE EVER THOUGHT POSSIBLE

RAISE THE STRONGEST GENERATION

PREPARE FOR IMPOSSIBLE OPPORTUNITIES

QUESTIONS
What part of the Greater Things vision has most excited you?

Share personally how debt has impacted your life or family? Are 
there times you have had to pass on opportunities in life 
because of debt? 

Pastor John has shared about churches that have approached 
Connection Pointe to take over their building and congregation 
because of finances or aging of the congregation. Putting 

yourself in the shoes of our brothers and sisters in those 
churches, why is it so important for us to prepare financially for 
the future and for impossible opportunities?

Read Matthew 9:27-31. Why do you think Jesus didn’t respond 
immediately to the blind men’s pleas? When is a time in life 
when God may have had you wait but as a result your faith was 
increased?   

MATTHEW 9:27-31
27 After Jesus left the girl’s home, two blind men followed along behind 
him, shouting, “Son of David, have mercy on us!” 28 They went right into 
the house where he was staying, and Jesus asked them, “Do you believe I 
can make you see?” “Yes, Lord,” they told him, “we do.” 29 Then he touched 
their eyes and said, “Because of your faith, it will happen.” 30 Then their 
eyes were opened, and they could see! Jesus sternly warned them, “Don’t 
tell anyone about this.” 31 But instead, they went out and spread his fame 
all over the region.  

How have you seen God do the impossible in your life or 
someone else’s?

Read Luke 16:10. What do you think it means to be trusted with 
small things? How does this verse apply to us both personally 
and as a church body?

LUKE 16:10
10 “If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones.
But if you are dishonest in little things, you won’t be honest with
greater responsibilities.

Read Matthew 17:14-20. Jesus tells the disciples that they only 
need the faith of a mustard seed for impossible things to 
happen. The disciples were very familiar with how tiny the 
mustard seed is. How can smaller beginnings/steps/obedience 
result in greater things?

MATTHEW 17:14-20
10 At the foot of the mountain, a large crowd was waiting for them. A man 
came and knelt before Jesus and said, 15 “Lord, have mercy on my son. He 
has seizures and suffers terribly. He often falls into the fire or into the 
water. 16 So I brought him to your disciples, but they couldn’t heal him.”
17 Jesus said, “You faithless and corrupt people! How long must I be with 
you? How long must I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me.” 18 Then 
Jesus rebuked the demon in the boy, and it left him. From that moment 
the boy was well. 19 Afterward the disciples asked Jesus privately, “Why 
couldn’t we cast out that demon?” 20 “You don’t have enough faith,” Jesus 
told them. “I tell you the truth, if you had faith even as small as a mustard 
seed, you could say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it 
would move. Nothing would be impossible.”

What in your life seems impossible right now? What greater 
things do you think God has for your family?

Have you ever stepped out financially to worship God or join Him 
in a vision? If so, how did it change you? What did you learn? 

PRAYER
Wrap this week up praying for what God will do in and through 
Connection Pointe in this season. Pray together asking God to 
work ahead of us in the Greater Things vision, and pray 
expectantly that He will provide financially. Additionally, seek God 
together praying over your individual commitments and your 
heart alignment to the vision.  

BEFORE NEXT WEEK
As you wrap up this study, discuss together what you will do 
personally and as a group to help keep the Greater Things vision 
alive in your hearts and lives. An example may be each week you 
gather together revisit the names and the digital map you are 
praying over, or to pray for the names of the next generation. 
Together let’s declare that the Kingdom of God will expand on our 
watch as we boldly step into Greater Things.
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