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4

Think of the last time you had to be “rescued.” Maybe it was when
you were going to fast down a hill on your bike or you weren’t able
to figure out something in math class.
Did someone step in to help you get through that hard time?
Let’s go back to the very beginning. ALL the way back to the book of Genesis.
When Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden, God’s perfect
relationship with man was broken, and sin entered the world. Since that day,
we all have been born with a sinful nature. Our sin shows up, not only in our
actions, but also in our hearts. We can’t escape it.
That is why God made a promise in Genesis 3:15. He gave Adam and Eve
a tiny glimpse that a rescue plan was already in place. He was going to do
something about the sin and brokenness that had entered the world through
their disobedience. He was going to send Jesus to suffer the consequences
for our sins so that we wouldn’t have to.
Because of God’s compassionate gift of Jesus, when we trust in Him alone
for salvation, we gain a restored relationship with God.
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READ JOHN 3:16
This verse is very popular. You’ve probably heard it many times. Why do you
think it’s so important?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Forever and ever!

The verse is key because it’s the greatest example of God’s love for His
people—His love for you. He loved us so much that He put a plan into action
that changed how we interact with God and with others. He saw our greatest
need and did something about it. Now that compassion! Compassion is
caring enough to do something about someone else’s need.
Take some time to write this verse down in your journal or a piece of paper.
Highlight or circle what is important to you about this verse. Then, keep it
around where you’ll see it. It’ll come in handy later this week.
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Grab the journal or paper you wrote out John 3:16.
Then, take some time to talk to a trusted adult
about the verse. Read the verse together and
talk about what it means to you and to
the world.

The magnitude of God’s grace to send His one and only Son is hard for us to
understand. Let’s think about it for a moment. Because of God’s great love for
you (even before you were born!), He put an amazing plan into action to make
eternal life with Him possible. His compassion was not a result of anything
that you did to earn His love, and there is nothing you can do to lose it either.
Spend some time today thanking God for His overwhelming compassion. Use
the following prayer if it helps:

Dear God, thank You for loving me enough to
show compassion by sending Jesus to rescue
me from my sins so that I can have eternal
life. It’s hard for me to understand what
that really means, but help me to understand
it more and more each day. Thank You for
showing compassion to me even when I didn’t
deserve it. I’m so glad that You loved me
enough to send Your Son.

Think of as many different words as you can that
come to mind when you think of the word
“compassion.” Write them here.
_______________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
After that, think of as many people as you can that you would describe as
“compassionate.” What is it about them that made them come to mind?
Maybe they are an example of a word you wrote above.

In Jesus’ name, amen.
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	 During the Christmas season, many people use Advent calendars to
look forward to the day of Jesus’ birth. Instead of (or in addition to)
an Advent calendar, consider creating a “Compassion Calendar” to
plan and record acts of compassion that you show others throughout
this month. You could use the calendar on your phone, print one
from a computer, or use your school planner.
However you decide to do it, sit down and plan out some ways (and days!)
that you will put compassion into action this month. Your goal is to make
others your mission. Sometimes, an opportunity to show compassion
happens unexpectedly. When that happens, go back and record it on your
calendar.
At the end of the month, you’ll be able to see how God has used you in
big and small ways to share His love with others and take part in restoring a
broken world!
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READ LUKE 1:26-56
As you read the story of Jesus’ birth being foretold by the angel, Gabriel,
what do you notice about Mary? She was just an ordinary girl in the small
town of Nazareth. She didn’t do anything to earn this special calling, but
God chose her to help accomplish His plan to rescue His people.
Maybe you feel like there isn’t anything special about you. Maybe you think
God wouldn’t or couldn’t use you to do anything great for His kingdom
because you just don’t have what it takes. Mary is a prime example of the fact
that God can use anyone to accomplish His plans and show His compassion
to others.
The one thing that Mary did have to offer was a heart that was willing to be
obedient to God. Reread verse 38. Would that be your response?
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Tell a trusted adult about the story of Gabriel
and Mary from Luke 1.

As we think about Mary and the role God gave her to play in His compassion
plan, pray that God would give you an obedient heart like Mary’s: a heart that
is ready and willing to do something about someone else’s need, even if we
don’t think we have what it takes.
When you pray, ask God to . . .
• show you how you can put compassion into action, even when you
don’t feel like you have anything special to offer

Ask them to share how they put compassion
into action, even in small ways. Remember,
compassion is caring enough to do something
about someone else’s need. After they share
their stories, work together to write a s
omething’s you could do for the
people God has placed in your life
like classmates, neighbors,
teammates, or friends at church.

TOMORROW, YOU ' LL PUT SOME OF THESE IDEAS INTO ACTION!

•
help you be brave and obedient when He does give you
opportunities to be compassionate
• make you more like Him as you learn to show compassion to others.
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Have you been filling up your compassion calendar?

Think about some “out of the box” ways you can show
compassion to others.
Yes, giving people actual gifts is lots of fun, especially during the Christmas
season. But there are so many other ways to show compassion! For example,
you might show someone compassion by spending quality time with them.
Maybe you can offer someone an encouraging word. Maybe you could pray
with someone or commit to praying for them on a regular basis. Offering
friendship to someone who needs it is a form of compassion. Even helping
someone with a simple task that they can’t do themselves is an act of
compassion.
So, don’t get stuck in a rut thinking that gifts are the only way we can put
compassion into action. Remember your prayer from earlier this week. Keep
asking God to show you ways to love others, and He will!

DAY

1

READ LUKE 2:1-7
This month, we’ve been learning all about God’s compassion, and in this
story we see God putting His grand compassion plan into action. He sends
His one and only Son into the world to rescue His people from their sins.
Have you been working on your memory verse for this month? Now would
be a great time to review it because it sums up this amazing story: God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who believes in
him will not die but will have eternal life, (NIrV).
Wow! That is truly the greatest gift of all time.
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Talk about the following questions
with a trusted adult today:
• What’s the best gift anyone has ever
given you?
• What is the best gift you have ever given
someone else?
Go to a quiet place today and pray that God would show you different ways
throughout this month that you can show compassion to others. Ask Him to
give you eyes to see every opportunity to love others.
Jot down any ideas or people that come to mind in the space
below:
____________________________________________________________________

• How do those gifts compare with
the gift that God gave us when
He sent Jesus into the world
as our Savior?

'

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
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