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Letter from the Editor
Dear First Things Readers,
We are living through an important time of
change. The signs are clear. Politicians put forward
proposals unimaginable only a few years ago: free
college, a wealth tax, tariffs, a wall, and more.
Old political coalitions have weakened. Old
verities no longer seem certain. Where is populism
taking the West? Can we make the global
economy work for the middle class? How should
America exercise global leadership?
The winds of change are also blowing in our
culture. Radical abortion bills have been proposed
and passed in some states. Progressives now
openly champion late-term abortions. This is
shocking many who for a long time wanted
to avert their eyes. Meanwhile, Twitter mobs
impose PC doctrine with Maoist fury. This, too, is
shocking many. The liberal center is giving way.
What comes next? Will it be progressive tyranny?
Or will it be a capacious conservative sanity?
We can see similar disruption in our religious
communities. What we once thought solid
is up for grabs. Leaders we once trusted now
seem uncertain and incapable. Where are the
galvanizing figures like John Paul II and Billy
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Graham? How will we navigate spiritually and
theologically in the twenty-first century?
2018 made it clear that we face profound
questions—questions like the ones above that
involve first things. We insist upon asking these
questions. And others, too:
n Can a society function without a “center,”
without a shared vision of the normal? And can
the “normal” be anything other than the domestic
stability of a man and woman united in marriage
and devoted to raising their kids as responsible,
productive members of society?
n Will a culture endure without a transcendent
horizon and religious sentiments deeply felt?
n Can there be a global “community,” or is
this a dangerous, utopian dream as potentially
destructive and inhuman as the Marxist
universalism that wrecked so much in the
twentieth century?
I could go on. For a long time our public life has
been contested, yes, but relatively stable. Now it’s
in an uproar. That’s because deep questions are
coming to the surface. In my view, it’s about time!
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This is an exciting time to be the editor of First
Things. Ideas matter right now in a way they
haven’t for a long time. It’s an exciting time to
be a citizen of the United States. Our nation
is entering one of its important periods of redefinition. It’s an exciting time to be a religious
believer, for it is the secular progressive world
that’s tottering, not ours.
I can’t predict the future. But of these things I’m
certain. Our political and cultural consensus is
dissolving. Something new is coming. We have a
say—a powerful say—in what comes next.
Let’s be heard.
Sincerely,

R. R. Reno
R. R. Reno joined First Things as editor in April
2011. He has been published in many academic
journals, and his essays and opinion pieces on
religion, public life, contemporary culture, and
current events have appeared in the New York
Times, Wall Street Journal, Commentary, and the
Washington Post, among other popular outlets.
His recent books include Sanctified Vision: An
Introduction to Early Christian Interpretation of the
Bible; Fighting the Noonday Devil; and Resurrecting
the Idea of a Christian Society. His latest book,
Return of the Strong Gods, will appear in Fall 2019.
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Board of Directors

Robert Louis Wilken

Frederic Clark

n Robert Louis Wilken, Chairman
and President, is William R. Kenan
Professor Emeritus of the History of
Christianity at the University of Virginia.
His books include The Spirit of Early Christian
Thought and The Christians as the Romans Saw
Them. His most recent books are The First
Thousand Years: A Global History of Christianity
and Liberty in the Things of God: The Christian
Origins of Religious Freedom.
n Frederic Clark is founder of Pacific
Equity Management. He is Chairman of the
Berkeley Institute, founder of Inner City
Scholarship, Inc., and a trustee at the Institute
for Family Studies and the Witherspoon
Institute, among others. He is also a former
trustee at the Fellowship of Catholic University
Students.

Elizabeth Corey

Mary Ann Glendon

Russell Hittinger

n Elizabeth Corey is associate professor of
political science in the Honors College at Baylor
University and Director of the Honors Program.
She holds degrees from Oberlin College and
Louisiana State University. She has published
widely in journals including National Affairs, First
Things, Modern Age, and The Atlantic. Her
book, Michael Oakeshott on Religion, Aesthetics,
and Politics, was published by the University of
Missouri Press. She is the American Enterprise
Institute Values and Capitalism Visiting Professor
for 2018-19.
n Mary Ann Glendon was United States
Ambassador to the Holy See and is Learned
Hand Professor of Law at Harvard University.
Her books include Rights Talk, A World Made
New: Eleanor Roosevelt and the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, and The Forum and the Tower.
n Russell Hittinger is Senior Fellow at the
Lumen Christi Institute in Chicago. He is also
a senior member of the Pontifical Academy of
Social Sciences and the Pontifical Academy of St.
Thomas Aquinas. His books include The First
Grace: Rediscovering the Natural Law in a PostChristian World.
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Colin Moran

David Novak

James Perry

n Colin Moran is the Managing Partner at
Abdiel Capital. He holds degrees from Duke
University, Stanford Law School, and Oxford
University.
n David Novak is J. Richard and Dorothy
Shiff Professor of Jewish Studies and Philosophy
at the University of Toronto. He is a Fellow of
the Royal Society of Canada. His books include
In Defense of Religious Liberty and The Sanctity of
Human Life.
n James Perry is a co-founder of Madison
Dearborn Partners, a private equity firm based
in Chicago. He serves on the boards of several
organizations advancing Catholic education,
charity to the poor and vulnerable, and Catholic
culture and evangelization.

Bruce R. Shaw

Larry A. Smith

George Weigel

n Bruce R. Shaw is a Senior Research
Fellow at FCLTGlobal and a Senior Advisor
to the SSD/Bartos Companies. He previously
served as president of Holly Energy Partners LP,
Chief Financial Officer for Holly Corporation,
and as a consultant at McKinsey & Company.
He also serves on the boards of the International
Arts Movement in New York City and the
Covenant School Foundation in Dallas.
n Larry A. Smith is President of ScholarLeaders International, a ministry that encourages
and enables Christian theological leaders from
the Majority World for the Global Church.
Formerly a business strategy consultant, he
also serves on the board of Fuller Theological
Seminary.
n George Weigel is Distinguished Senior
Fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy Center,
a Catholic theologian, and one of America’s
leading public intellectuals. His twenty-five
books include the two-volume biography of Pope
John Paul II: Witness to Hope and The End and the
Beginning.
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The 2018 Erasmus Lecture

God As a Gentleman
For over thirty years, the Erasmus Lecture has
brought world-renowned speakers to New York
City to address an audience of First Things
friends and subscribers. The 31st annual Erasmus
Lecture was delivered by Rémi Brague, professor
emeritus of Arabic and religious philosophy at the
Sorbonne and Romano Guardini chair emeritus
of philosophy at the Ludwig Maximilian
University of Munich. The text of the lecture
was published in the February 2019 issue of
First Things. Video of the event is available for
viewing at firstthings.com/media.
The following is an excerpt from Rémi Brague’s
Erasmus Lecture:
I will endeavor to see in the face of the crucified
Lord the features of a gentleman. My object is
to show that Christianity brought about not a
demise of aristocratic principles, but rather their
generalization. This begins with the Hebrew
Bible, in which the Jewish people are said to be
“a kingdom of priests.” According to Christian
dogma, the whole experience of Israel was
concentrated and brought to luminous fullness
in the human and divine nature of Jesus Christ.
As a consequence, the Church tradition since the
church fathers has acknowledged the so-called
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three offices of Christ: priest, prophet, and king.
Christians inherit those three offices and partake
in the prophetic, sacerdotal, and kingly offices of
Christ. When a person enters Christ’s body—the
Church—by his baptism, he is said by the ritual to
become “priest, prophet, and king.” Those three
offices characterize any human elite: the sacrificial,
intellectual, and political roles. Taking part in
them sweeps each of us to the pinnacle of nobility.
Noble people do not let themselves be carried
away by their whims. This is the function
of the Ten Commandments. They should be
read as elements of an aristocratic ethic. Let
us try to read the Decalogue with the eyes
of Bertie Wooster or of Lord Emsworth, the
memorable characters of P. G. Wodehouse. The
“commandments” are something like the code of
honor of free people, of gentlemen who are aware
of “what is not done.” Hence, their negative
formulation: “Thou shalt not.” A gentleman does
not bow down to a graven image nor serve it; a
gentleman does not tell fibs; he does not toil all
the time but grants himself and his manservant
a day of rest; he honors his lineage; he does not
mingle in dirty business like killing, cheating on
his wife, or pilfering; he does not even stoop to
look at other people’s property.

Let me now venture a further step. The Ten
Commandments were issued for free people
by a free God, by a gentleman-God, by a
“gentlegod,” if you will allow me to coin this
word. What are the characteristics of this God?
How does he behave in a gentlemanly way? To
be sure, we can find traces, intimations of the
existence of a wise and powerful being, and this
is what St. Paul tells us we should look for (Rom.
1:20). Yet nowhere on the created reality can we
read, printed black on white, “Made by God” or
“Copyright: God.” Why is the divine so demure?
He has given us the necessary tools—in Greek,
the organs—and the necessary information,
which is to say our instincts, and they enable
us to receive the gift of creation in the proper
way. This is enough. God is not interested in
advertising for himself or in strutting about
under the applause of angelic cheerleaders.
This does not mean that God remains always
aloof. Where, for some reason, the subordinate

is not able to do his job properly, the gentleman
doesn’t leave him in the lurch, but helps to
restore proper function to the best of his abilities.
This attention to the needs of those below is
expressed, in a nutshell, by the beautiful, albeit
now slightly ridiculous formula in our democratic
age: noblesse oblige. The most extraordinary
application of this principle occurs when God
has to intervene in human history because
mankind is very much in the lurch, having
been debilitated by sin. Here we come back to
the paradox I mentioned at the beginning: a
crucified Lord, a Lord who shows his aristocratic
nature on the Cross. n

Save the Date

October 28, 2019
Erasmus Lecture featuring
N. T. Wright
Annual Report 2018
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The 2018 First Things Lecture in Washington, D.C.

The Theology of Foreign Policy
Michael Doran
Michael Doran is a Senior Fellow at the Hudson
Institute in Washington, D.C. He specializes in
Middle East security issues. In the administration
of President George W. Bush, Doran served in the
White House as a senior director in the National
Security Council. On March 8, 2018, he delivered
the 2018 First Things Lecture in Washington,
D.C., describing the theological and historical
roots of contemporary foreign policy battles in the
debates between Modernist and Fundamentalist
Protestantism.
The following is an excerpt from Michael Doran’s
lecture:
Allow me to stand, like a tourist on the lip of
the Grand Canyon, and marvel at the wondrous
chasm that separates the Jacksonian and
Progressive persuasions. They differ in their
understandings of: human nature (as broken
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or perfectible, static or malleable); morality
(as absolute or relative); the relationship
between the individual and society (as requiring
personal responsibility, or as requiring collective
and systemic solutions); the proper role of
government (to safeguard personal liberty,
or to safeguard equality); the mission of the
United States in the world (to be a beacon of
freedom, or to lead the way toward a new era
of peace and brotherhood); and the meaning
of history (as maintaining a holding pattern
until the end of days, or as leading inevitably to
human betterment). These began as religious
disagreements. Yet even as God recedes from
our public life, the disagreements persist.
Perhaps it is because God has receded that they
persist. In a secular world, there is no universal
moral authority capable of adjudicating
between the two sides. All we have now are
experts. n

The 2018 First Things Lecture
in Austin, Texas

Ecumenism in a PostChristian Society
Ephraim Radner
The de-Christianization of many Western societies has not
encouraged a movement toward Christian unity. Instead, new
lines of division have emerged, ones which ecclesial structures
have been unable to navigate without new forms of Christian
conflict. This talk examined some of the dynamics at work in
this newly divisive context, and analyzed elements that inform
alternative ecumenical witness, such as the Chemin Neuf
Community.
Ephraim Radner is Professor of Historical Theology at Wycliffe
College, an evangelical seminary of the Anglican tradition at
the University of Toronto. He is the author and editor of several
books on ecclesiology, ecumenism, Scriptural hermeneutics,
pneumatology, and the character of the human creature, most
recently A Time to Keep (2016), Time and the Word (2016),
and Church (2017). A former church worker in Burundi and an
Anglican priest, he has also served several parishes in the United
States. He has been active in the affairs of the global Anglican
Communion. He continues to visit, consult, and teach in
various parts of the world, including Asia and Africa. n
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Intellectual Retreats
Now in their fifth year, First Things
Intellectual Retreats offer our
friends and readers an opportunity
to get away for a weekend to reflect
more deeply on important topics in
religion, politics, and culture. Each
retreat centers on a series of seminars
on classic texts, supplemented by
lectures and artistic performances.

Economics and
the Human Person
Philadelphia Retreat, October 2018
Philadelphia retreat participants discussed texts on
economic life ranging from Aristotle to Adam Smith
in company with faculty from Villanova University’s
Department of Humanities. Villanova University
professor of Economics and Theology Mary Hirschfeld
delivered a lecture that reimagined economic discourse
within a Thomistic teleological framework. n

The Life of the Mind
New York Retreat, August 2018
Participants at our 2018 New York Retreat discussed the life of
the mind in seminars facilitated by Northeast Catholic College
faculty. In the evenings, retreat participants heard from Williams
College Art History professor Michael Lewis and a panel
consisting of First Things editors R. R. Reno and Mark Bauerlein
and Northeast Catholic College President George Harne. n
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SAVE
THE
DATE
I n t e l l e c t u a l R e t r e a t s
The Common Good
June, Washington, D.C.

Virtue

August, New York, New York

The Fourth Annual Poetry Reading

Poetry with James
Matthew Wilson
In October 2018, First Things was pleased to host its
fourth Annual Poetry Reading, an evening with James
Matthew Wilson in New York City. James Matthew Wilson
is Associate Professor of Religion and Literature in the
Department of Humanities and Augustinian Traditions at
Villanova University. His poetry and criticism have appeared
in First Things, The Hudson Review, Modern Age, The New
Criterion, Dappled Things, and Front Porch Republic, among
others. His books include The Hanging God (Angelico,
2018), The Vision of the Soul: Truth, Goodness, and Beauty in the
Western Tradition (CUA, 2017), and The Fortunes of Poetry in
an Age of Unmaking (Wiseblood, 2015). Wilson has received
the Lionel Basney Award by the Conference for Christianity
and Literature on two occasions and is the recipient of
the 2017 Hiett Prize in the Humanities from the Dallas
Institute of Humanities and Culture. n
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Events
The First Things conversation extends
beyond the pages of the magazine. Through
our educational events, we provide occasions
for people from all walks of life to have
serious discussions. These events enable
people to think together and speak frankly
about the ever-changing interplay of
principles, practicalities, and politics, while
remaining grounded in a shared love for the
truth. Here are a few highlights from 2018:
n “Bible Road Revisited,” Sam Fentress
In January of 2018, St. Louis photographer Sam
Fentress shared a collection of his documentary
photographs of religious messages. The signs
were made by ordinary people from across the
United States and around the world.
n Democratic Reformers or Illiberal

Backsliders?: Poland and the Challenges of
Sovereign Politics in the West

In collaboration with the Consulate General
of the Republic of Poland in New York, First
Things hosted a discussion between Polish
professor and politician Ryszard Legutko, George
Mason University law professor Jeremy Rabkin,
and Harvard Law School professor Adrian
Vermeule. The three discussed contemporary
tensions between European Union claims to
universal jurisdiction and Polish claims to
national sovereignty.
n Jesus Becoming Jesus: A Conversation

with Thomas G. Weinandy, OFM Cap

On the evening of May 30, Franciscan priest and
scholar Thomas Weinandy joined First Things
editor R. R. Reno and First Things readers for a
discussion of his new book, Jesus Becoming Jesus: A
Theological Interpretation of the Synoptic Gospels.
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First Things authors and scholars gather for a
colloquium on religion and liberalism in New York City.

Top: Photography by Sam Fentress displayed at the First Things offices.
Middle: R. R. Reno, Ryszard Legutko, Adrian Vermeule, and Jeremy Rabkin discuss European politics.
Bottom: Fr. Thomas Weinandy addresses First Things readers.
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n Building the Benedict Option: A Guide to

Gathering Two or Three Together in His Name
Author and speaker Leah Libresco joined First
Things on September 13 to discuss her new book,
Building the Benedict Option. Taking her inspiration
from Rod Dreher’s popular book, The Benedict
Option: A Strategy for Christians in a Post-Christian
Nation, Libresco proposes ways to put the Benedict
Option into concrete practice through hospitality
and community-building.

Leah Libresco talks about Building the Benedict
Option.

n Attention As a Cultural Problem and the

Possibility of Education

In November of 2018, Matthew B. Crawford,
senior fellow at the University of Virginia’s Institute
for Advanced Studies in Culture, delivered a talk
at the University of Texas in Austin. Focusing on
the challenges of our age of constant distraction,
he explored the necessity of prolonged attention
and silence for liberal education and deeper, slower
thinking.

Matthew Crawford at the University of Texas in
Austin, November 2018.

n Dulles and Ramsey Colloquia
Throughout the year, First Things regularly gathers
a small group of scholars for a day of discussion on
pressing contemporary topics. On May 7, Richard
Garnett, professor at the University of Notre Dame
Law School, initiated a Dulles Colloquium on
religion and liberalism by sharing his paper, “Can a
Liberal Society Favor One Religion Over Others?”
First Things’s October 2018 Ramsey Colloquium
focused on Williams College Political Science
professor Darel E. Paul’s book, From Tolerance to
Equality: How Elites Brought America to Same-Sex
Marriage.
n Religion and Liberalism Colloquium
In June of 2018, First Things authors and scholars
gathered to discuss the relationship between
Judeo-Christian religion and the liberal tradition.
Participants discussed papers by Israeli philosopher
Yoram Hazony, Notre Dame professor Phillip
Muñoz, and SMU Perkins School of Theology
professor Bruce D. Marshall.
14
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Above and below: First Things authors and
scholars gather for a colloquium discussion.

The Bookish Life
An excerpt from an essay by Joseph Epstein in the
November 2018 issue of First Things.
The village idiot of the shtetl of Frampol was offered
the job of waiting at the village gates to greet the
arrival of the Messiah. “The pay isn’t great,” he was
told, “but the work is steady.” The same might be
said about the conditions of the bookish life: low pay
but steady work. By the bookish life, I mean a life
in which the reading of books has a central, even a
dominating, place. I recall some years ago a politician
whose name is now as lost to me as it is to history
who listed reading among his hobbies, along with
fly-fishing and jogging. Reading happens to be my
hobby, too, along with peristalsis and respiration.
What is the true point of a bookish life? Note I write
“point,” not “goal.” The bookish life can have no
goal: It is all means and no end. The point, I should
say, is not to become immensely knowledgeable
or clever, and certainly not to become learned.
Montaigne, who more than five centuries ago
established the modern essay, grasped the point when
he wrote, “I may be a man of fairly wide reading, but
I retain nothing.” Retention of everything one reads,
along with being mentally impossible, would only
crowd and ultimately cramp one’s mind. “I would
very much love to grasp things with a complete
understanding,” Montaigne wrote, “but I cannot
bring myself to pay the high cost of doing so. . . .
From books all I seek is to give myself pleasure by an
honorable pastime; or if I do study, I seek only that
branch of learning which deals with knowing myself
and which teaches me how to live and die well.”
What Montaigne sought in his reading, as does
anyone who has thought at all about it, is “to become
more wise, not more learned or more eloquent.”
As I put it elsewhere some years ago, I read for
the pleasures of style and in the hope of “laughter,
exaltation, insight, enhanced consciousness,” and,
like Montaigne, on lucky days perhaps to pick up a
touch of wisdom along the way.
Reading may not be the same as conversation, but
reading the right books, the best books, puts us in
the company of men and women more intelligent
than ourselves. Only by keeping company with
those smarter than ourselves, in books or in persons,

do we have a chance of becoming a bit smarter. My
friend Edward Shils held that there were four modes,
or means, of education: that in the classroom, that
through superior newspapers and journals, that
from the conversation of intelligent friends, and
that obtained from bookstores and especially used
bookstores. The so-called digital age, spearheaded by
Amazon, is slowly putting this last-named mode out
of business. With its ample stock, quick delivery, and
slightly lower prices, Amazon is well on its way to
killing the independent bookstore. But the owners of
these stores are not the only losers. Readers, too, turn
out to be ill-served by this bit of mixed progress that
Amazon and other online booksellers have brought. I
have seen used bookstores described as places where
you find books you didn’t know you wanted. A few
years ago, in a used bookstore, in its classics section, I
came upon a book titled Rome and Pompeii by a writer
I had never heard of named Gaston Boissier (1823–
1908). I opened it, was pleased by the few passages
I scanned, and bought it. I have subsequently read
two other of Boissier’s books, Roman Africa and The
Country of Horace and Virgil, both of which gave much
satisfaction. Without coming upon Boissier in a shop,
holding his book in my hands, examining it, I should
have missed out on a splendid writer.
Nietzsche said that life without music is a mistake. I
would agree, adding that it is no less a mistake without
books. Proust called books “the noblest of distractions,”
and they are assuredly that, but also more, much more.
“People say that life is the thing,” wrote Logan Pearsall
Smith, “but I prefer reading.” In fact, with a bit of
luck, the two reinforce each other. In The Guermantes
Way volume of his great novel, Proust has his narrator
note a time when he knew “more books than people and
literature better than life.” The best arrangement, like
that between the head and the heart, is one of balance
between life and reading. One brings one’s experience
of life to one’s reading, and one’s reading to one’s
experience of life. You can get along without reading
serious books—many extraordinary, large-hearted,
highly intelligent people have—but why, given the
chance, would you want to? Books make life so much
richer, grander, more splendid. The bookish life is not
for everyone, nor are its rewards immediately evident,
but at a minimum, taking it up you are assured, like the
man said, of never being out of work. n
Annual
AnnualReport
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Shame Storm
In the January 2019 issue of First Things,
managing editor of the Washington Examiner
and 2017-2018 Robert Novak Journalism Fellow
Helen Andrews wrote a reflection on her personal
experience of public shaming and the phenomenon
of Twitter mobs. What follows is an abridgment of
her essay.
No one has yet figured out what rules should
govern the new frontiers of public shaming that
the Internet has opened. New rules are obviously
required. Shame is now both global and
permanent, to a degree unprecedented in human
history. No more moving to the next town to
escape your bad name. However far you go and
however long you wait, your disgrace is only ever
a Google search away. Getting a humiliating
story into the papers used to require convincing
an editor to run it, which meant passing their
standards of newsworthiness and corroborating
evidence. Those gatekeepers are now gone. Most
attempts so far to devise new rules have taken
ideology as their starting point: Shaming is okay
as long as it’s directed at men by women, the
powerless against the powerful. But that doesn’t
address what to do afterward, if someone is
found to have been wrongfully shamed, or when
someone rightfully shamed wants to put his life
back together.
In October 2010, I appeared on a panel
to promote a book of essays by young
conservatives, Proud to Be Right: Voices of the Next
Conservative Generation. The moderator was Jonah
Goldberg. One of the other panelists was my
ex-boyfriend Todd Seavey. During the Q&A,
Todd launched into a rant about my personal
failings. He accused me of opposing Obamacare
on the grounds that it would diminish human
suffering, which allegedly I preferred to increase;
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of wanting to repeal laws against fistfights for
the same reason; of being a sadistic and scheming
heartbreaker in my personal life; and of generally
living according to a “disturbing” and “brutal”
set of values. For three minutes and forty-five
seconds, which, unfortunately for me, were
captured on film for broadcast two weeks later
on C-SPAN2, he made an impassioned case that
I was a sociopath.
I braced myself for the broadcast. Maybe no one
would notice? Within minutes, the offending clip
had been posted on YouTube, where it got half a
million hits in the first forty-eight hours. It made
the evening news on Washington’s Fox affiliate.
Greg Gutfeld did a segment about it on RedEye.
It was written up in Gawker, the Washington Post,
Talking Points Memo, and a hundred lesser sites,
and then written up again when Todd expanded
his remarks about me into a series of blog posts
on his personal website.
Moving to the other side of the world did not
diminish the video’s place in my life as much as
I thought it would. It was still the first result
when you Googled my name, which presumably
is one reason I couldn’t find a job for the first
eighteen months. Eventually, I found a position
at a think tank. When I released my first report,
an Australian MP tweeted a link to the video
and asked why anyone should care about this
nutcase’s opinions on regulation. Even after I got
married and took my husband’s last name, the
video still popped up on social media when I did
a TV appearance or had an op-ed in the paper. In
2017, when I moved back to Washington, D.C.,
and started meeting some of the younger writers
in town, it took them less than a week to find
the clip and ask me about it. Most of them had
been in high school when it happened.

The more online shame cycles you observe, the more obvious the
pattern becomes: Everyone comes up with a principled-sounding
pretext that serves as a barrier against admitting to themselves
that, in fact, all they have really done is joined a mob.

In a funny coincidence, the day I began
writing this essay, my husband was attending
a conference of free-market activists when his
lunch table started talking about bad breakups
in the conservative movement. One man pulled
out his iPhone and said, “If you want to talk
about bad conservative breakups, you have to
see this.” He put the phone away when Tim told
him that the woman in the video was his wife.
That was eight years and twenty-one days since
the broadcast first aired.
The more online shame cycles you observe, the
more obvious the pattern becomes: Everyone
comes up with a principled-sounding pretext
that serves as a barrier against admitting to
themselves that, in fact, all they have really done
is joined a mob. Once that barrier is erected,
all rules of decency go out the window, but
the pretext is almost always a lie. Matthew
Yglesias once claimed that the reason he
mocked David Brooks for his divorce was
because Brooks had written columns about the
social value of marriage, but I do not believe
him. He did it because it’s fun to humiliate
your political opponents. Moira Donegan
claims that she created the Shitty Media Men
List—a clearinghouse of anonymous accusations
optimally parked for maximum dissemination
in the Google Spreadsheet cloud—for altruistic
reasons and with no thought of its being used
to hurt anyone, but I do not believe her. If it
was about protecting women in media from
harassment, then why no attempt to sort the
true accusations from the false? Why the coy
protestations that “I thought that the document
would not be made public,” when of course she
knew that it would be spread far and wide, or she
wouldn’t have bothered creating it?

The idea that online shaming is a form of
debate—or in any way oriented toward finding
the truth—is a delusion. Dialogue is not the
point. The day Brett Kavanaugh and Christine
Blasey Ford testified before the Senate Judiciary
Committee, the New Yorker—not Gawker, but
the New Yorker—ran thirty-two Kavanaugh
headlines in twenty-four hours, many of them
on the subject of the nominee’s supposed
whininess: “The Tears of Brett Kavanaugh”; “An
Angry, Tearful Opening”; “Brett Kavanaugh’s
Damaging, Revealing Partisan Bitterness”; “A
Grotesque Display of Patriarchal Resentment.”
The man had been accused of being a brutal
rapist, and the most prestigious magazine in
America ridiculed him for responding to the
allegation as any innocent man would have. No,
dialogue is not the point.
As for the people who find themselves at the
center of an online shaming, I can only report
how I made peace with mine. Ironically, the
disagreement that gave Todd the idea that I
had a “cruelty-based worldview” was over my
belief that suffering is sometimes necessary for
personal growth, and an essential part of God’s
plan for our salvation—a belief that, as a strict
utilitarian, Todd completely rejects. We had a
dozen fights about it. The irony, of course, is that
there is no belief my brush with online shaming
confirmed more. I had heard the maxim that
there is no humility without humiliation—how
true it proved. My first reaction to the video was
to feel aggrieved, thinking that I did not deserve
what was happening to me, but on the Day
of Judgment all my sins will be shouted from
the housetops, and Todd’s rant will sound like
a retirement luncheon toast in comparison. Of
course I deserved it, and worse; most of us poor
sinners do. n
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Firstthings.com
The First Things website complements the
print edition with web articles by our editors
and top writers, published daily and free to
all. It also hosts an online version of the print
edition—with recent issues available in their
entirety for subscribers, and our over twentyfive year archive available to subscribers and
non-subscribers alike. n

Web Stats
Social Media

Web Articles

FOLLOWERS

PUBLISHED

Facebook

Page Views

67,889

13,502

122,822

FOLLOWERS

514

PER ARTICLE

Twitter

Page Views

54,933

13,084,317

FOLLOWERS

TOTAL

Top 5 Web Exclusives
n Why Men Like Me Should Not Be
Priests – Daniel Mattson
n Ireland: An Obituary – John Waters
n Pope Francis and Capital Punishment
– Edward Feser
n Fr. Martin’s False Comfort
– Joseph Sciambra
n An Open Letter from Young Catholics
– Various
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First Things
Podcast
First Things offers more than just articles.
We host a library of video lectures from First
Things events, video interviews, and a web store
where readers can purchase back issues and First
Things merchandise. Our increasingly popular
podcasts feature editors and guests discussing a
variety of topics—from politics and primetime
drama to poetry and theology. The podcast is
a great way for friends of First Things to meet
the personalities behind the journal. At right we
list their most popular podcasts for 2018:

Top 5 Podcasts
n The Theological Roots of
Foreign Policy – Michael
Doran
n Leo Strauss’s Catholic
Readers – Geoffrey Vaughan
n Modernism and the Control
of Nature – Michael Hanby
n Conservatives and Moral
Relativism – Hadley Arkes
n Tragedy in Ireland
– Fr. Peter Stravinskas

Top 5 Videos

Top 5 Print Articles

n God As a Gentleman
– Rémi Brague

n Shame Storm
– Helen Andrews

n The Theological Roots of
Foreign Policy – Michael Doran

n The Bookish Life
– Joseph Epstein

n Democratic Reformers
or Illiberal Backsliders?
– Ryszard Legutko, Jeremy
Rabkin, Adrian Vermeule

n The Ignoble Lie
– Patrick J. Deneen

n Jesus Becoming Jesus – Thomas
G. Weinandy, OFM Cap

n Letter to an Aspiring
Intellectual
– Paul J. Griffiths

n Ecumenism in a Post-Christian
Society – Ephraim Radner

n The Anti-Christian AltRight – Matthew Rose
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Editor’s
Circle
Since 2011, First Things has recognized
members of the Editor’s Circle for their
generous support of the journal and has
provided them with opportunities to
participate more intimately in the community
of First Things scholars, writers, and
readers. Editor’s Circle members are the
Institute’s core supporters who make annual
gifts of $1,000 or more.The following list
includes those Editor’s Circle members who
contributed pledge payments to the First
Things 25 Fund. n

Pillar
($25,000 & Higher)
Mr. and Mrs. Frederic H. Clark,
Casillas Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. David Colquitt
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cummins
Mr. Sean M. Fieler, Chiaroscuro Foundation
William S. and Nadine C. Haines, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. George Sim Johnston III
Mr. Thomas D. Klingenstein
Mr. Robert L. Luddy
Mr. Colin Moran
Mr. and Mrs. Tony de Nicola
Mary Pope Osborne
Mr. James N. and Mrs. Mary D. Perry
Larry and Victoria Smith

Thank you to our 2018
foundation supporters
Anonymous
Carson-Myre Charitable Foundation
Church Communities Foundation
The Colson Center for Christian
Worldview
Community of Christ
Louise M. Davies Foundation
The Lynde & Harry Bradley
Foundation
Plain Sight Foundation
Sarah Scaife Foundation
William E. Simon Foundation
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Benefactor

Patron

($10,000 - $24,999)

($5,000 - $9,999)

Joseph and Kelly Armes
Mr. and Mrs. C. Larry Bradford
Mrs. Johanna Cinader
The Gerardine L. Connolly
Foundation
Corbalis Family Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Peter R. DeMarco
Mr. Richard Kreitzberg
Mr. and Mrs. Vincenzo La Ruffa
Mr. and Mrs. David Lumpkins
Mr. Noel Moore
Mark Murray
J. Mark Mutz
Mr. Edward Nowak
Mr. and Mrs. Russell R. Reno III
John and Holly Rinke
Dr. and Mrs. James R. Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce R. Shaw
Richard and Karen Spencer
Anonymous
Sarkes and Mary Tarzian
Foundation, Inc.
Theopolis Institute
Henry and Mary Vander Goot
Foundation
Msgr. Francis J. Weber
Mr. and Mrs. A. Penn Hill Wyrough

Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Jane Brame
Ms. Cheryl Burack
Bill and Anne Burleigh
John and Ann Bushnell
Anonymous
Kristin Drumm
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Dykstra
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Eckert
Kazimierz J. Herchold
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Hough III
Anonymous
Patricia A. and William E.
LaMothe Foundation
Mr. John F. Lang
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas and
Marjorie Lehrman
Anonymous
Mr. Vincent Lima
Miss Linda Lou Lopez
Mr. Bernard L. Moody Jr.
William and Margaret Nugent
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Owen
Frank and Anne Palopoli
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Reitz
Mr. Ken Rose
Mr. Byron and Mrs. Beth Smith
Mr. Joseph B. Starshak
Mr. Michael Volker
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Walton

Supporter
($1,000-$4,999)
Patricia M. Aguilar
Dr. Phyllis Altrogge
Mrs. William C. Andersen
The Honorable Richard Anderson
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Bruce and Lauren Ashford
Associazione Luci sull’Est
Deacon John & Mrs. Margaret A.
Baker
Mr. Arturo Ballesteros
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Balzarini
Prof. George R. Barth
Anonymous
Mr. Peter Baur
Rev. William J. Bausch
Fr. Michael Berner
Mr. Richard Eric Bernstein
Mr. Steven J. Bertolino
Mr. Stephen and Mrs. Emily Besh
Mr. Philip Bess
Mr. Jay Betz
Mr. and Mrs. Marion E. Bickford
Mr. Curt Biren
Mr. and Mrs. Gary D. Blobaum
Anonymous
Carl Bobkoski
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Mr. David Bock
Mr. Dan Borza
Mr. Daniel Boyle
Anonymous
Ms. Linda Britton
Brandon and Noelle Brown
Mr. Kevin Brown
Mrs. Elizabeth Browning
Sheila and Stephen Brzica
Mr. Brian Burch
Mr. Paul A. Burke
Mr. and Mrs. David Burton
Anonymous
Mr. William Campbell, The
Marbill Foundation
Ms. Rosemary Campbell
William R. and Karen M. Carlson
B. G. Carter and Kay Carpenter
Kathleen and Carm Catanese
Drs. Lee and Rebecca Cerling
Mr. Donald Chakerian
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. David Charnin
William W. Chip
Mr. Joseph W. Chow
Brian and Jennifer Cilker
Cole Engineering Solutions PSC
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Anonymous
Anonymous
Mr. Randy Coleman-Riese
Mr. Terry Considine, Considine
Family Foundation
Henry & Christine Constantine
A.J. Court
Fr. Matthew Crane
Mr. and Mrs. John Croghan
Dan and Mary Cruser
Michele and Donald D’Amour
Mr. William H. Dempsey
Mr. Timothy Derham
David and Laura Dobler
Rev. Philip M. Dripps
Mr. Sean P. Dudley
Andrew and Elga Dzirkalis
Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Early
Anonymous
Anonymous
Mr. David Engblom
Mr. Randall Estes
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel F. Feeney
Mr. Peter Ferry
Mr. Bernard Fischer
Ms. Laurel M. Fisher
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Forrester

Mr. and Mrs. John Freeh
Dr. Timothy Fuller
Mr. Timothy and Dr. Cara Gavin
Anonymous
Mr. L. David Givler
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Glynn
Michael and Linda Gorman
Mr. Robert Goyette
H. Stephen Grace, Jr. Ph.D.
Mr. and Mrs. John Hamersma
Mr. Robert B. Hatfield
The Reverend Eric Haugan
Anonymous
Fr. Dave Heney
Drs. Samuel and Elizabeth
Hensley
Michael and Ann Herman
Case Hoogendoorn
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Onsi W. Kamel
The Kane Family Fund
Mr. Richard Katerndahl
Mr. Donald F. Keating
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen G. Kenny
Ms. Katherine A. Kersten
Anonymous
Ms. Jane F. Kirby-Zaki

Robert and Jamie Knauss
Mr. Joel G. Kolb
Mr. Michael Kouyoumdjian
T. and L. Krieger
Dr. and Mrs. Klaus P. Kutschke
Dan and Jennifer Lahl
Ray and Beth Lantinga
Rev. Tarcisio D. LaNuevo
Mr. and Mrs. Michael F. Lawler
Mary Ann and Richard P. Lawlor
Mr. David Lesieur
Thomas Lewis/Chauncey Bubba
Lewis Memorial Fund
Mr. Arthur Long
Daniel Lowenstein
Mr. and Mrs. Francis J. Lutz
J. M. Mahood
Patrick and Sheila Martin
David E. Mason, The KrasbergMason Foundation
Bo and Carole Matthews
Mr. Douglas Kirk Mayer and
Mrs. Marta Lourdes Mayer
Kathleen B. McCann
Shannon & Terry McDaniel
The Honorable Alonzo L.
McDonald

Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Michael K.
McEvoy
Mr. and Mrs. E. J. McTighe
Meade Family Giving Fund
Dr. Robert T. Means, Jr.
Deborah and Mark Meyer
Ann F. Miller
Mr. Kenneth B. Miner
Mr. Brian Mogck
Jeffrey and Deanna Moore
Mr. Donald Morel
Mr. Peter Mossy
Mr. Richard L. Muller
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Nerger
Rita & Steve Newark
David and Melva Novak
Mr. and Mrs. Steven L. Oetting
Mr. Daniel Oliver, The George
E. Coleman, Jr. Foundation
Anonymous
David and Kathy Pauls
Dr. Stanley G. Payne
Cathy and John Pederson
Reuben and Teresa Peterson
Mr. and Mrs. W. Clinton Petty
Mr. Thomas J. Posatko
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Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Poulos
Fr. William M. Quinlan
Gerard J. Quinn
Brian Abel Ragen
Dr. and Mrs. T. Donald Rapello
Mr. Russ Reinsel
Russell R. Reno, Jr.
Mr. Brian Rhame
Annalea and Ken Ricci
Mr. Barry Ritchie
Mr. Douglas Ritter
Mr. and Mrs. William H.
Rooney
Mr. Kevin Roshak
Anonymous
Dr. Kevin Ryan
John and Eileen Safranek
Anonymous
Mr. Scott Sanderson
Patricia and Eugene Scalia
Taylor Schmidt
Pat and Barrie Sellers
Anonymous
Mr. Robert B. Sienko
Mr. David Skelding
Keith L. Smith
Phillip and Julie Smith
K.J. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Smith
Mark Sobus
Nancy Burke Solomon
Mr. Richard Spady
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Spence
Drs. William and Sonja Sray

St. Florian Foundation
Rev. and Mrs. Paul T.
Stallsworth
Mr. Peter Stephens
Mr. Richard Stevens
Mr. Don Stevenson
Anonymous
Mr. Jesse Straight
Mr. and Mrs. Don R. Teasley
Anonymous
Anonymous
Mr. Ron Thieme
Dr. Jason M. Thomas
Ann Marie Thro
Ward F. Tierney
Mr. and Mrs. L. Stanton Towne
Dr. and Ms. Anthony Trabue
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Triller
Maj. Drew Tullson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Vaughan
Mr. Paul Verderese
Gregory and Megan Walker
Michael and Kathleen Watson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Weber
Richard and Eileen Weicher
Daniel and Carol Weiler
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Whitman
Robert & Carol Wilken
Anonymous
Mr. Michael C. Winn
Anonymous
Anonymous
Archbishopric of New York
Bernard Zablocki

First Things thanks the members of the Editor’s Circle
for their generous support of the journal.
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I deeply respect the journal’s efforts to
communicate Christian beliefs in the realms
of society and politics. Faith is not just
a private matter, and I remain grateful
to First Things for its stalwart
defense of truth in the
public square.
Philanthropic Partner

Dr. Henry Vander Goot
I am a Reformed Christian, born and raised
to believe that every area of life in the public
square should be integrated with greater
commitments to family and church.
I have spent much of my life in academia,
at Calvin College (first as a student and
then as a professor of religion and theology
for fifteen years), at Princeton Theological
Seminary, and finally at St. Michael’s College
of the University of Toronto. As a Protestant
studying at a Catholic university, I acquired
enormous respect for the Catholic Church,
which in so many ways represents Christianity
to the world. At age forty-five, I left the
academy to form a small business. Bargain

Books Wholesale, which I own and manage,
delivers books to retailers worldwide. At 72,
and with no plans to retire, I am blessed with
a marvelous wife, two amazing daughters, and
three precious grandchildren.
I first started reading First Things in the
Neuhaus era, after closely following his move
from Protestantism to Catholicism. Today, I
continue to read the magazine because of R. R.
Reno’s excellent leadership. I deeply respect the
journal’s efforts to communicate Christian beliefs
in the realms of society and politics. Faith is not
just a private matter, and I remain grateful to
First Things for its stalwart defense of truth in
the public square. n
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The Richard
John Neuhaus
Society
When he died in 2009, Richard John
Neuhaus, founder of the Institute on Religion
and Public Life and First Things magazine,
left not only a great intellectual legacy, but
also a generous bequest.
The Richard John Neuhaus Society honors his
memory and recognizes those who remember
First Things in their retirement plans or wills.
Their planned gifts ensure a bright future
for First Things, enhancing the Institute’s
ability to plan and expand future programs
and publications that promote the vital role of
faith in the public square. Society membership
is open to those who make a bequest or
charitable gift annuity to the Institute on
Religion and Public Life, or who designate
the Institute as a beneficiary in their wills, life
insurance policies, or retirement accounts.

If you have already made First
Things part of your retirement
or estate plans, please let us
know. If you or your adviser
have any questions, contact
Eduardo Andino, Director of
Development, at 212-627-1985
or eandino@firstthings.com so
we can welcome you as a new
member of the Richard John
Neuhaus Society. n
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We are very grateful to
acknowledge the following
members of the Richard
John Neuhaus Society:
Anonymous
John A. and Ann C. Bushnell
John F. Cannon
B.G. and Kay Carter
Anonymous
Arnold J. Conrad
Charles R. Disque
Robert R. Ford
Harry L. Hogan†
James Jereb†
Bo and Carole Matthews
Alonzo L. McDonald
Ann E. C. R. Miko
Rosalind Mohnsen
Richard John Neuhaus†
Elizabeth A. Nolan
Thomas C. Oden†
Maxine E. Poinsatte†
Francis and Jennifer Ruffing of
Loudon, New Hampshire
Anonymous
Keith L. Smith
Dr. Keith D. Stottlemyer
Joseph A. Swanson
William Ronald Toth

Making a Planned
Gift to First Things
You can use any number of tax-advantaged financial tools to
support the Institute on Religion and Public Life and advance
its work, while at the same time returning benefits to you and
your family:
n Donate assets that you no longer need or want, such as
an art collection, a second home, land, or a life insurance policy.
n Donate appreciated stock in lieu of cash gifts to the
Institute on Religion and Public Life. These gifts are not only
tax-deductible at the stock’s current value level, but they can
also enable you to lower your capital gains liabilities.
n Make a gift from your IRA. The IRA charitable
rollover provision was made permanent at the end of 2015,
so donors 70 ½ years and older can give up to $100,000 to
charities from their IRAs taxfree.
n Realize tax advantages by selling property to the
Institute on Religion and Public Life at a charitable discount or
by deeding your home to the Institute while you continue to
live there.
n Establish a charitable gift annuity that benefits
the Institute on Religion and Public Life. Charitable gift
annuities guarantee a fixed income for life for you or up to two
annuitants, and they come with several tax advantages.
n Make

the Institute on Religion and Public Life
a beneficiary of your will, revocable trust, or retirement
plan—costing you nothing during your lifetime. Those who
remember the Institute in their wills become members of the
Richard John Neuhaus Society.
It is important to obtain the advice and assistance of your
financial adviser and/or attorney. Please consult with a trusted
professional to work out the details and to learn about other
planned giving vehicles. If you or your adviser have any
questions, contact Eduardo Andino, Director of Development,
at 212-627-1985 or eandino@firstthings.com. n
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Junior Fellows

Moriah Speciale

Ramona Tausz

I have been a junior fellow at First Things for
several months now and still marvel that I have
the opportunity to take part in the journal’s work
each day. My introduction to First Things was as
an undergraduate student at Baylor University,
where many of my trusted professors and spiritual
mentors held the magazine in high esteem.

During my time as a junior fellow at First Things,
we’ve witnessed a tumultuous two years of the
Trump administration, populist stirrings in Europe,
and the questioning of liberal dogma both at home
and abroad. As society reeled from a chaotic news
cycle—Kavanaugh and Covington, McCarrick and
#MeToo—First Things consistently provided the
guidance and analysis necessary for making sense of
shifts in public life and rethinking conservatism for
the twenty-first century.

I could not have anticipated how crucial the
magazine and its community of readers would
become to me just a few years later, when I
found myself studying theology at Yale Divinity
School. First Things was a source of reasoned
discourse and a beacon of hope to me that matters
of orthodox Christian faith could truly influence
public life and debate.
I’m thankful each day to work with the staff
and community of readers that meant so much
to me during my years in school. Working at
the magazine is an education in itself, and I look
forward to another year of teaming up with our
writers to grapple with the changing face of our
society. Though our culture grows ever harsher
toward our religious commitments, with new
abortion standards in New York and the integrity
of our leaders collapsing, we strive to address it all
with care. I’m thrilled to play my part wherever I
can. n
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Yet what drew me to First Things back in my high
school days wasn’t the journal’s political commentary,
but its protection of Christian orthodoxy. Throughout
the fluctuations of the past two years, our editors and
writers have remained stalwart in their denunciations
of liberal Christianity’s heresies, guardianship of the
unborn, and condemnation of LGBT and transgender
ideology. As other conservative magazines cave to
progressive demands and scramble to find footing
in a new era, First Things’s defense of traditional
Christianity has kept us grounded.
So although the world has changed, our ultimate
goals haven’t. We still hold, as our founding editorial
announced in 1990, that “the first thing to be said
about public life is that public life is not the first
thing.” What we publish at First Things always stems
from a grounding in higher truths—a commitment to
God and the common good—and I’m grateful to have
played a small role in that work over the past two
years. n

Year in Review
The Institute on Religion and Public Life continued on a strong trajectory in
2018. Circulation of First Things exceeded 28,000. We carried out two very
successful fundraising campaigns. We organized seminars and lectures at home
and abroad, continued to host our popular podcasts, and expanded our lineup
of intellectual retreats. In 2019, we will continue to expand the First Things
community through our educational events and publish thoughtful, incisive
commentary in the pages of First Things and firstthings.com.

Financial Summary
2018 Actual

2019 Expected

$1,028,735
$1,871,038
$420,000

$1,084,425
$1,882,300
$470,000

$3,319,773

$3,436,725

$1,979,290
$366,852
$447,498
$378,182

$2,109,332
$390,955
$476,899
$403,030

$3,171,822

$3,380,215

$147,950

$56,510

REVENUE

Sales & Program Revenue
Individual Contributions
Foundation Grants

Total Revenue
EXPENSES

Magazine Publication
Seminars & Events
Fundraising
Management & General

Total Expenses
Net Income
Figures presented on cash basis.
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Our Editors Look Ahead

O

Mark Bauerlein
Who can tell what 2019 will bring?
The appointment of Judge Kavanaugh to the
Supreme Court gives religious Americans reason
to hope that the progressive campaign against
the churches will tire. But we should expect
more episodes like the City of Philadelphia’s
refusal to work with Catholic Social Services on
adoptions because the latter chooses to place
children in opposite-sex homes. And battles over
gender and sexuality will continue, too, with
churches often ending up in the middle. And
what is going to happen to the Catholic
leadership?
We need clear-sighted commentary from
informed thinkers. They help us get a fix on
the public square. (By “us,” I include myself
with First Things readers.) While the daily
news tell us one thing, we have to hear about
other things, such as what Robert Jackson has
to say. He’s one of the leaders of Great Hearts, a
network of charter schools in Arizona and Texas
that offer a classical studies curriculum, with
lots of Latin, ancient history and literature, and
religion. They started a dozen years ago with one
school and 120 students. Now, Great Hearts has
17,000 students in two states, and the waiting
list runs past 14,000 kids! That’s why we hosted
him on a podcast recently. He gave wonderful
testimony to the hunger people still have for
truth and transcendence. It’s the kind of thing
that makes editing and interviewing pay off.
30
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Religious and social conservatives need it. When
I meet First Things readers at events sponsored
by the magazine or at lectures I’ve given on my
own, they generally have the same air of muted
anxiety over the direction of their country. They
feel the partisanship personally, and they wonder
where it will lead. I walk away from those
encounters pledging to give them the relief of
understanding in future articles and opinions in
the magazine.
A monthly periodical such as First Things falls
halfway between an academic journal and a
current events weekly. We try to keep close to
the public square, but not so much that we lose
the frame of great books, ideas, and art, along
with biblical teaching. The day’s controversies
pull us into pertinent details but threaten to
obscure the bigger pictures. The academic
approach does the opposite, emphasizing ideas
and theories, but sliding into abstraction. Each
side has its temptations, and they will increase
in the next year as more controversies erupt and
civic pressures rise. First Things aims to release
that pressure, to clarify for our readers the deeper
causes and to present sharper interpretations of
them. Political skirmishes will break out, legal
cases proceed, scandals emerge, and movements
form, but we’re going to try to bring ourselves
and our readers back to biblical wisdom, the
example of the saints, the majesty of classical
architecture, the meaning of the liturgy, and the
poetry of the parables. n

Matthew Schmitz

Julia Yost

We will contend, and we will contend
relentlessly, for the common good against
those who deny it. In 1992, the U.S.
Supreme Court declared “At the heart of
liberty is the right to define one’s own
concept of existence, of meaning, of the
universe, and of the mystery of human
life.” The implication was clear. Every man
was a law unto himself, and the task of
the state was to promote this individualist
conception of liberty. We now see the
results: wanton destruction of the unborn
and rising deaths of despair. Drunk on
liberty, overdosing on individualism,
veering toward suicide, our society now
faces a choice: continue its experiment in
secular liberalism or embrace the gospel of
life. n

I returned from maternity leave in early
March to assume responsibility for copyediting every article in our print edition.
Look for the magazine to receive a style
upgrade, beginning with the April issue.
In the copious time I will have now that
I no longer bear day-to-day editorial
responsibilities toward firstthings.com, I
intend also to write reviews and features
for the magazine and relaunch my
podcast. (Parenthood won’t be timeconsuming, will it?)
In short, I hope and expect that 2019 will
be a very good year. n

A monthly periodical such as First Things falls halfway between an
academic journal and a current events weekly. We try to keep close
to the public square, but not so much that we lose the frame of
great books, ideas, and art, along with biblical teaching.
Mark Bauerlein
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Christian political engagement is an endlessly
difficult subject. Our Lord said to render to Caesar
what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s, but
he did not accommodate us by spelling out the
details . . . We’re always having to go back to the
drawing board, which is to say, to first things.
Even when, especially when, we are most intensely
engaged in the battle, first things must be kept
first in mind. It is not easy but it is imperative. It
profits us nothing if we win all the political battles
while losing our own souls. n
Richard John Neuhaus
Founding Editor
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