
 
 

 

September 1, 2016 
 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

Today Stewart Creek High School was given a preliminary 2016 school grade of “F” under North 
Carolina’s Standard Grading System — which is not appropriate given that we are an alternative 
school. Stewart Creek is the sister campus to the Commonwealth Dropout Prevention and 
Recovery Program, which is appropriately graded under the State’s Alternative Schools’ 
Accountability Model. Stewart Creek and Commonwealth high schools share the exact same 
mission, serve the exact same at-risk student population, deliver the same instructional and 
support model and are yielding comparable performance results. In fact, both schools received 
their charter at the same meeting of the State Board of Education. Despite these facts, 
Commonwealth appropriately graded as an alternative school is expected to receive a “highly 
effective” rating while Stewart Creek has received a failing grade because it has not yet been 
officially classified by the State as an alternative school. 

 
Stewart Creek is appealing the grade to the North Carolina State Board of Education at their 

October meeting and will be seeking to be graded under the Alternative Schools’ Accountability 

Model. Given the school’s mission, the student population it is serving and the educational and 

social services model that it offers, the school matches all of the characteristics to be classified 

as an Alternative Education school. We have attached the State Board’s definition of an 

alternative school along with the criteria for defining “at-risk” students. You will see that our 

schools and our students clearly meet these criteria. 

Below are the reasons that the school meets the criteria of alternative education program: 

 The school’s mission: To help students graduate from high school and prepare for post- 
secondary success. Stewart Creek was conceived by Charlotte-area civic and business 
leaders to serve the city’s most at-risk students. 

 

 The average 2015-16 student was performing as follows when she or he first enrolled at 
Stewart Creek: 

o Reading at a 5th grade level. 

o Performing math at a 5th grade level. 
o Earning an average of 0.8 credits per year at their prior schools. 

o Achieved a cumulative GPA of 0.91 at their prior schools. 
 

 The school’s innovative wraparound family and support services, the school’s open entry 
policy, its multiple, flexible learning session and the school’s self-pace curriculum all set it 
apart from the approaches taken at traditional high schools. 



Because of the school’s innovative approaches, it has achieved remarkable results in its first 
year: 

 

 73% of the students in our reading remediation program have improved at least two grade 

skill levels so far this year. 45% of participating students have achieved 3+ grade skill levels 

of growth. 

 After participating in math remediation for 1+ semester, 67% of students have already gained 

at least one full grade skill level in math. 

 275% increase in credits earned per semester for our students attending for one semester or 

more compared to the credit earning rate these students achieved at their prior schools. 

 100% of students were screened upon entry for needs related to social and family support 

services. 

 67% of students have taken advantage of support services provided on our campuses. 
 

If the school is successful with its appeal, it expects to earn a “Highly Effective” rating under the 

Alternative Schools’ Accountability Model. Please see attached for unofficial accountability 

results. 

We will be working closely with the State Board of Education through this appeal process in 

order to get Stewart Creek appropriately classified as an alternative school so that its published 

accountability rating will accurately reflect the great work that is happening at the School. We 

will also be working with the State Board to fix the process for which alternative school 

designation is obtained with the goal of preventing this issue from reoccurring. 

Thank you in advance for your support and we look forward to providing you with updates as we 

work through this appeal. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Ismael Villafane, principal 


