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Commonwealth & Stewart Creek Fall 2021 Reopening Plan Introduction (Summary of 
Return to Buildings):  

This plan, to be reviewed and approved by the Schools’ Governing Board, outlines the steps to 
resume face-to-face instruction at Commonwealth and Stewart Creek High Schools on August 
16th, 2021.   

On July 9th 2021 the Centers for Disease Control issued updated Guidance from COVID 19 
Prevention in K-12 Schools. The CDC guidance was used to inform the updated Strong Schools 
NC toolkit, which was updated July 29th, 2021, with an effective date of July 30th, 2021.  The 
Strong SchoolsNC Public Health Toolkit has been updated and is now aligned with the CDC 
Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 schools. The updated Toolkit has been organized 
into categories that outline strategies that should be implemented in all schools and strategies 
that schools could consider adopting. The North Carolina Department of Health and Human 
Services strongly advises that all school adopt all strategies that are listed in the SHOULD 
sections of the Toolkit.   

The present reopening plan is designed to ensure a safe reopening of Commonwealth and 
Stewart Creek High Schools in alignment with the updated guidance in NC Strong Schools 
Public Health Toolkit and includes all the strategies that are listed in the SHOULD sections of 
the tool kit as it applies to our schools. 

This reopening plan remains fluid and subject to change in response to the complexities and 
ever-changing climate. It has and will continue to be guided by the expertise and feedback from 
key stakeholders to include local health officials, authorizing educational entities and 
departments of education, school leaders, teachers, parents/guardians, and students.  

Promoting Vaccination:  

Contingent upon Board approval and subject to advice and orders from North Carolina and local 
health departments, authorizing education entities, and the State Department of Instruction, 
Commonwealth and Stewart Creek High Schools will promote the use of vaccines as the 
primary tool to fight against the pandemic.  Staff who have not been vaccinated will be offered 
opportunities to obtain a vaccination without having to take leave or be penalized for their 
absence from work while getting a vaccination. Commonwealth and Stewart Creek will share up 
to date information about vaccination sites and available vaccines in the area. Commonwealth 
and Stewart Creek will work to educate students and families who may have various levels of 
vaccine confidence, in an attempt to encourage more members of our community to participate 
in the vaccine programs that are offered. Commonwealth and Stewart Creek will require that 
unvaccinated individuals quarantine for a minimum of 10 days after exposure while vaccinated 
individuals are not required to quarantine if exposed. Commonwealth and Stewart Creek will ask 
for voluntary sharing of vaccination status by staff and students and will safely and securely 
maintain this information and will use it to inform the decisions such as whether and individual 
should quarantine or not.  
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Cloth Face Covering: 

Commonwealth and Stewart Creek will ensure that face coverings are worn indoors by all 
individuals, including students in grades 9 through 12, workers, teachers, guests, and other 
adults, unless specific exceptions apply. Commonwealth and Stewart Creek will share guidance 
and information to everyone around the use, wearing, removal and cleaning of cloth face 
coverings. Masks will also be provided to those students who need them and no disciplinary 
action should be taken against students who do not have a mask when they arrive at school.   

Physical Distancing and Minimizing Exposure:  

Commonwealth and Stewart Creek will maintain a minimum of three (3) feet distance between 
students within the school to the greatest extent possible without having to exclude students or 
provide remote learning. Commonwealth and Stewart Creek will maintain a minimum of three 
(3) feet distance between adults and students to the greatest extent possible. Commonwealth 
and Stewart Creek will ensure that masks are worn by all individuals to reduce transmission 
risk.  

Testing for COVID:  

Commonwealth and Stewart Creek will participate in the state sponsored COVID testing 
program which will allow both screening and diagnostic testing at no cost to staff and students.  
This will include Diagnostic testing for individuals who have symptoms consistent with COVID- 
19 or have encountered someone with a confirmed case of COVID-19.  This testing program will 
also include Screening testing for individuals who are without symptoms or contact with 
someone with COVID-19. Screening can be conducted at least once a week to be effective in 
interrupting transmission. Commonwealth and Stewart Creek will develop a screening plan to 
ensure the health and safety of all staff and students.  

Screening Recommendations Chart  

 Low Transmission 
Blue 

Moderate/ Substantial 
Transmission Yellow 

High Transmission 
Red  

Students   Do not need to 
screen students 

•  Offer screening testing for students who are 
not fully vaccinated at least once per week 

Teachers and 
Staff  

• Offer Screening Testing for teacher and staff who are not fully 
vaccinated at least once per week.  

 High Risk 
activities 

• Recommend screening testing for 
extracurricular activities at least once per 
week for participants who are not fully 
vaccinated 

• Cancel or hold high-
risk activities 
virtually to protect 
in-person learning 
unless all 
participants are fully 
vaccinated.  
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Handling Possible, Suspected, Presumptive, or Confirmed Positive Cases of COVID-19 

Symptoms of COVID-19  

Anyone affiliated with the school who has symptoms of COVID-19 should stay home and be 
referred to their healthcare provider for testing and care. These symptoms must indicate a 
change in their baseline health to be considered a COVID-19 symptom. Anyone who is 
presumed to have or has been diagnosed with COVID-19 must stay home until they meet the 
criteria for return to school. If a student has social distanced, worn masks and only come in 
contact in the school setting with a diagnosed individual that student is not required to 
quarantine. This quarantine exception does not apply to teachers or other adults in the indoor 
classroom setting. Commonwealth and Stewart Creek will have staff and students perform self-
monitoring of symptoms and will be immediately isolated in a designated area at the school.  All 
symptomatic persons will be required to wear a face covering until they are able to leave the 
school to be tested. Commonwealth and Stewart Creek will have a plan for transporting ill 
students or staff members to medical care. Commonwealth and Stewart Creek will continue to 
implement cleaning and disinfecting procedures following the CDC guidelines and utilize 
NCDHHS and CDC guidance on quarantining individuals. 

Confirmed Positive COVID Cases 

Isolation is required for all presumptive or confirmed cases of COVID-19. All staff and students 
will be required to stay home or go home if they are showing symptoms that are new and not 
aligned to baseline health or if they have tested positive for COVID-19. If the individual is 
vaccinated and does not show symptoms, they do not need to quarantine. If they have tested 
positive in the last 3 months and recovered, they do not need to quarantine, and students who 
are socially distant and have adhered to mask wearing do not need to quarantine. All other 
individuals will quarantine for 14 days, and the school shall report to local health authorities all 
suspected and/or confirmed cases, implement the approved Contact Tracing Plan and adhere 
to the appropriate criteria for return to school as outlined in the CDC antigen algorithm for 
interpretation of antigen tests as described in the StrongSchools NC Toolkit. 

 

Cleaning and Hygiene: 

Commonwealth and Stewart Creek High School will provide adequate supplies for proper 
hygiene behavior such as soap, hand sanitizer stations, towels, and tissue. Staff will reinforce 
handwashing with soap for at least 20 seconds and the use of the sanitizing stations. 
Commonwealth and Stewart Creek will clean all surfaces once a day paying special attention to 
high touch areas using approved disinfectants.  
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Water and Ventilation Systems:  

Commonwealth and Stewart Creek will ensure that ventilation systems operate and increase 
circulation of outdoor air as much as possible. Commonwealth and Stewart Creek have 
considered upgrading the HVAC system and ae currently working towards a solution to 
upgrading the systems if possible. All water systems will be inspected for safe use or turned off 
and bottled water will be provided to all staff and students to minimize the risk of disease 
associated with water.   

 

Protecting Vulnerable Populations: 

Commonwealth and Stewart Creek will work to limit exposure for students with special health 
care needs and enable teachers and staff who self-identify as high-risk from COVID-19 to 
minimize face to face contact and allow them to maintain 6 feet from others and modify job 
responsibilities to minimize exposure if possible.  

Health and Safety Retraining: 

Upon return to in-person learning, all staff will be required to re-train in safety procedures and 
protocols. Training will be provided by school leaders and the HR Director. Topics for training 
will include social distancing protocols, expectations for proper use of PPE and use of 
sanitization supplies, and disinfecting protocols between sessions.  

 

 

Health and Safety Plan: 

This reopening document complies with health and safety recommendations outlined in the 
StrongSchoolsNC Toolkit  and the ALS Health and Safety Plan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://files.nc.gov/covid/documents/guidance/Strong-Schools-NC-Public-Health-Toolkit.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15OnlMHFyLfp_xpuCaqUQY3nDK61sFp8DYccE0jhKI7U/edit?usp=sharing
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Communication to Stakeholders 

Letter to Parents/Students 

August 9, 2021 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Public Schools has announced they are moving to return students to 
campus. Both Commonwealth and Stewart Creek High School will also return students to 
campus. All students will be required to attend and participate in face to face instruction, as 
remote learning will not be an option. Our schools understand that reopening during a global 
pandemic will require flexibility, patience, and adaptability.   

We will ensure that our school is well prepared and equipped prior to re-opening and will be 
implementing additional preventative measures as it relates to cleaning, sanitization, and 
hygiene to include: 

● Facilities will be cleaned daily by a licensed janitorial service that has verified they use 
CDC recommended cleaning/disinfecting cleaners. 

● Additional cleaning and sanitization of high traffic student areas throughout the school, 
including front office, entry areas, dismissal areas, bathrooms, and break areas. 

● Hand sanitizer and masks will be available throughout the school.  
● Administration will have a schedule of routine cleaning and disinfection between student 

sessions and during the school day of frequently touched objects and surfaces such as 
workstations, keyboards, telephones, handrails, and doorknobs. 

● Signage will be posted in classrooms, hallways, and entrances to communicate how to 
help stop the spread of the virus, COVID-19 symptoms, preventative measures, and 
good hygiene. 

● All water fountains will be turned off until further notice. Bottled water will be available to 
students at the schools. 

● Common areas not necessary for daily operation will be closed to avoid unnecessary 
gatherings. 

● The schools will ensure ventilation systems operate properly and increase circulation of 
outdoor air as much as possible. 

The safety of students, employees, and their families has been the primary guiding principle 
throughout reopening efforts. The schools will ensure all Federal, State, and local 
requirements, as well as CDC guidelines are met. If you have any questions, please call the 
school during school hours. 
 
We know that this school year has been a unique and challenging one.  We are excited to 
begin the process of returning to “normal”.  Having our students back on campus and 
interacting face-to-face for instruction, support and encouragement is critical to our students’ 
success and we look forward it!  
 
Dr. Jonathan Kay  
 
 
Executive Principal 
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Letter to Staff: 

August 3, 2021 

 

Dear Commonwealth High School Staff, 
 

Thank you for your continued hard work with our students and we appreciate your continued 
patience, flexibility, and adaptability. 

This memo serves as notification that on August 9, 2021, all staff are required to return to 
campus to prepare for face-to-face instruction for all students who will be required to return to 
face-to-face instruction August 16th, 2021. Resuming face-to-face instruction is being required at 
the local and state level as the negative impact of long-term implementation of a fully remote 
instructional model becomes more and more apparent.  As we move into this reopening phase, 
we are committed to implementing a plan that considers the health and safety of our staff and 
students and will be asking for your full compliance with guidelines designed to keep everyone 
safe.    

The following safety and security measures will be implemented at the school, and the Health 
and Safety plan will also be reviewed with you again on your first day back.  
 

• Upon your return we will be conducting a temperature check upon arrival at school. We 
are also requiring all staff to wear face coverings, as well as any other PPE you feel 
necessary. Facemasks and gloves will be available at the school for those who need or 
request.  
 

• The school will follow additional preventative/protective measures with regards to 
cleaning and sanitization: 

o Hand sanitization stations at all entry points of the school. Hand sanitizer and 
masks will be available in all classrooms and offices 

o Cleaning and disinfecting between student sessions/appointments of frequently 
touched objects and surfaces such as workstations, keyboards, telephones, 
handrails, and doorknobs in classrooms and offices by staff 

o Signage will be posted in classrooms, hallways, and entrances to communicate 
how to prevent the spread of the virus 

o All students and staff common areas, to include drinking fountains, will be either 
completely closed or limited for use and disinfected between use 

o Bottled water will be available for staff and students as drinking fountains will be 
closed 

o Facilities will be cleaned nightly by a licensed janitorial service that has verified 
the use of CDC recommended cleaning/disinfecting cleaners 

o The schools will ensure ventilation systems operate properly and increase 
circulation of outdoor air as much as possible, as long as this does not pose a 
safety or health risk to students or staff 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15OnlMHFyLfp_xpuCaqUQY3nDK61sFp8DYccE0jhKI7U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15OnlMHFyLfp_xpuCaqUQY3nDK61sFp8DYccE0jhKI7U/edit?usp=sharing
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• Students, staff, and guests will be required to wear face coverings when in the school 
and in the presence of others. 
 

• The school has purchased additional PPE for students, staff, and guests and will ensure 
it has inventory on hand at all times to include extra/additional face coverings, sanitizer, 
disinfectant wipes, gloves, disinfectant cleaners and sprays, and touch-less 
thermometers. 
 

• The school will conduct temperature screenings of students, and guests daily to identify 
the presence of symptoms. 
 

• The schools will ensure staff, students, and guests practice social distancing by: 
o Minimizing movement and limiting guests/visitors on campus 
o Students will be required to social distance (3 feet) in class and carrels are 

available upon request to be placed between student workstations 
o Meetings will be held virtually whenever possible 

 
• As outlined in the NC Strong Schools Toolkit, the school will: report to local health 

authorities any suspected or confirmed COVID-19 cases among children and staff as 
required by NCGS 130A-136; and if directed by the local health department, school 
administrators coordinate with local health officials to provide contact information for or 
notify close contacts of a suspected or confirmed COVID-19 case among staff, students, 
and families while maintaining confidentiality in accordance with FERPA, NCGS 130-
143, and all other state and federal laws.  
 

• The school will have an isolation protocol in the event a staff member or student exhibits 
symptoms. 

• Employees who are feeling sick or exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms should not report to 
any worksites. Employees who knowingly report to work while exhibiting COVID-19 like 
symptoms could face disciplinary action. 

 
 
Thank you in advance for your patience and flexibility as we respond to the fluid nature of this 
circumstance. Students are relying on you and your support and encouragement to keep them 
engaged, progressing on track to achieve their ultimate goal of graduation!  Thank you for your 
commitment to our mission, we look forward to seeing you soon. 

 

Dr. Jonathan Kay 
 
Executive Principal 


