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Lesson 4: Personalize 
GIVE VOICE TO YOUR FOCUS 
  

In this week’s lesson, you will discover your unique voice as an author, what 
makes your words different from any others previously published, and why that is 
important to you and your potential readers. 

3-Step Process For Personalizing Your Focus 

There are three steps you can take to personalize your focus, and set yourself 
apart from every other written word in the world. 

Step 1: Hear Your Passion 

Your passion determines your voice. It is located 
deep within your soul, so you must quiet yourself to 
hear it. What topics do you feel the most 
passionate about? What physical places do you 
visit when you usually feel your passion welling up 
inside of you? What does your passion say to you? 

My passionate topics: 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Places I visit where the voice can best be heard: 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

What does that voice say to you? (What's it telling you to do?) 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

Step 2: Discover Your Unique Written Identity 

Do you follow a particular author’s style? What types of books do you read? 
Often your writing will reflect the tone of what you read, both fiction and 
nonfiction. What makes your writing different from the style you emulate? 

Write your answers here: 
________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Step 3: Make It Personal 

Once you identify where you best hear your unique voice and the styles you tend 
to write in, you can figure out why that would be important to you and your 
potential readers. Most writers do not write only for themselves, but to share 
something with the world. What is your message? How is it uniquely yours? Do 
you offer a spin or perspective not currently in existence?  

What is the personal message you share through your writing, and how is it 
unique and different from existing written material? 

My Personal Message: 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

How My Message is Unique: 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

!  

Lesson #4 Assignment 
1. Take a walk. Visit a quiet place where you have noticed your creative 

voice before, where thoughts and ideas flow unhindered, uninterrupted, 
and uninhibited. Bring your notebook along and write down those flowing 
thoughts and ideas. 

1. Who-What-When-Where-Why Exercise: Take your unique message from 
Step #3 and write a paragraph in your notebook about who your 
message can impact, what their response will be, when you will begin to 
share your message, where you see your message being spread, and 
why you feel so driven to put your message into book form.
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