
Fiverr Traffic Case Study

About a week ago someone asked me about buying traffic from 
Fiverr. My response then, as always is, don’t bother.  Cheap traffic 
is cheap for a reason. It is rubbish.

However it may  be tempting to see offers like 1000 visitors to your
site for $5 or 2000 clicks from my IM list for only $5 etc.

I can also tell you some of the responses I have had even after 
telling people it's a waste of time.

But I only need one or two sales to make a profit!

With 2000 clicks even with rubbish traffic I must get a few 
opt-ins right?

But I can't afford any more. I have to start somewhere.

Unfortunately the lure of ultra cheap traffic will always find 
customers. Oddly enough even happy customers apparently, but 
back to that later.

So this week I figured OK let me do more than just make 
derogatory remarks about Fiverr traffic. I will actually buy some 
and run it through an offer, track everything and every step of the 
way and then I can definitively tell you, and even show you exactly
what you will get for your $5.

I have completed that test and have some results that astounded 
even me. So I wanted to document exactly what I did and what 
those results were and my conclusions.

More importantly I have undeniable evidence to back up everything
I am going to reveal. 

I think the results may shock you!
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Step 1 - Preparation

For this test I set up a simple funnel consisting of a squeeze page 
offering a free IM training video. It was a two part page with a call 
to action button on the first and an opt-in form on the second. That
meant that only a single click (no email) was needed on the 
squeeze page so should offer a high clickthrough.
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The training video also promoted a $1 trial at the end. This was a 
clone of a sales funnel that I have previously tested so I had some 
baseline figures around the conversions at each stage. 

1. Click to squeeze page
2. Click to opt-in
3. Opt-in and free video
4. Purchase pf aid offer

I set up tracking links for the traffic source and the squeeze page 
etc. so I could gather a detailed picture of exactly what traffic is 
sent and what it does in the funnel.

Step 2 – Find A Great Traffic Offer On Fiverr

This step should have been easy but actually it was a little harder 
then I had expected. Not because I couldn't find a good one, but 
because there were so many it was hard to decide which one to 
choose.

But I spent a little time doing my research and finally decided on a 
specific gig based on the seller, seller feedback and on their gig 
description (and a bit of a wet finger in the air:).

This looks fantastic. A solo ad supplier who has a one million list 
(impressive) and can send 3,500 clicks with good opt-ins and from 
tier 1 countries.

Sound like a great offer. OK, lets look at the seller

Level 1 supplier
Based In USA
Includes English Language communication
Good response Times (3 hours)
An apparently nice young lady called Ruth and a mother of two
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All looking good so far

Checking the sellers recent feedback I find the comments are 
positive although nothing specific in the way of results. But most 
people who find good suppliers generally keep things to themselves
so nothing there to raise any major red flags. 
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Step 3 - Ordering The Traffic

OK, the next step was to actually order the traffic. Now in practice I
generally recommend that you contact any seller you have not 
worked with previously and ensure:

1. They are responding so are actually active.
2. Exactly what your requirements are and agree what is being 

delivered.

In this case I did not contact the seller beforehand but accepted the
gig description at face value.

After a couple of clicks my gig was ordered and I immediately 
received an automated response asking me for additional 
details, specifically.

Title
Message
URL

I assumed these to be the Email Subject and Body and the URL link
to the squeeze page and completed the details as asked.

All went well and a few hours later I had a message from the seller 
saying everything was being prepared and I would see traffic 
appearing “soon”. 
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I checked my traffic stats and could see two new hits. One from 
Greece (my test) and one from Nigeria. I can safety assume this 
was the seller testing the link as at this point we are the only 
people who have this link.

However after around 24 hours I had seen no traffic so I contacted 
the seller and asked for an estimated time and date that I might 
start seeing the traffic.

Again a few hours later I had a response saying that my email had 
been uploaded and would be going out very soon and expect to see
traffic imminently.
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With the following attachment

The screen shot of the email was a little odd as it did not appear in 
a format of any autoresponder system I was familiar with but very 
soon afterwards traffic started to arrive at my squeeze page.

Step 4 – Analysing The Traffic

Although the traffic was being delivered (and was soon up around 
1000 hits) it was clear from the tracking stats that all the traffic 
was from China. The tracking report also showed the every single 
hit was a robot and not a human visitor.
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As well as ClickMeter I had also shortened the links with Pretty Link
I had done that mainly to see at a glance how many of the initial 
visitors moved through the funnel. 

How many had actually clicked the button to get the free video?
Actually none at all. Which was no surprise as the entire traffic was 
robotic and not human.

From pretty link I was also able to see the referer (where the traffic
had come from). 

Oddly enough it was a goo.gl shortened link and when I clicked 
through it took me to the actual traffic source which turned out to 
be http://daily-traffic.com/ 
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At this point I messaged the seller explaining that I was tracking 
the traffic and supplied them with screenshots (above) showing 
that the traffic was simply not as described. The response was 
polite enough, told me they had lots of happy customers and did I 
want the traffic sent from a “different system”.

Page  9                                 Click Here To View The 6 Figure Training Video    

http://tony-marriott.com/imie-video


Step 5 – Investigating the Seller

It was time to dig a little deeper into the seller (Ruth) checked our 
Ruth's Fiverr Profile.

From there I can see that she has another gig offering solo ads to 
her 10 Million subscriber list (even more impressive).

I checked the reviews and in general they are positive. Only one 
negative review in the total 15 reviews at the time I checked. That 
simply said “Poor Experience” so gave no clues as to the customers 
actual issues.

Next I ran a reverse image search on tineye.com of her profile 
picture. Surprise, surprise it turned out not to be a picture of Ruth. 
Actually it was a picture of Claudia Schiess an Equadorian model.

So Ruth is clearly not who she seems.  Here is what I can prove:

1. This seller is currently in Nigeria, not America
2. The seller does not have a one million (or 10 million) 

subscriber list (just access to a cheap traffic purchasing 
system)

3. The sellers profile picture is fake.
4. The traffic from the seller is 100% robot. Actually from the 

ClickMeter stats I can tell that is sent from a javascript 
redirect. Probably something like a tracking pixel. That means 
no humans and no clicks.

5. The traffic does not convert to opt-ins (not humans so it 
can't).

Here's what I suspect (and would put money on)

1. Ruth is not called Ruth
2. Ruth is not a mother of 2
3. Ruth's is a completely fake profile and probably not the only 

one.
4. Ruth is not even a woman
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Step 6 – What About Fiverr Traffic In General?

OK, testing one of the many traffic gigs does not prove they are all 
bad. At least not statistically.

So is all traffic bad on Fiverr or did I just hit lucky?

Well I can't (or won't) complete a mass test of Fiverr gigs to prove 
my point but I can do some logical due diligence.

I just searched for solo ads on fiverr and looked at the top results. 
Bear in mind these are the results that are “Recommended” by 
Fiverr (it says so at the top of the page:).
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From those nine results one was a duplicate (similar gig by same 
user) and one was not a solo ad seller. So I analysed the remaining 
7 unique solo ad seller gigs.

These were the results

Young female or mother profile picture 5
Country Nigeria 3
Country USA 3

The USA sellers were extremely proficient in languages all speaking
English, German, French, Turkish, Portuguese and Dutch.
 
Of the five profile picture containing female images one was proven
fake using tineye reverse image search.

I also made a cursory scan of the next top 9 solo ad sellers.

All had female images in their profile picture.

One USA seller also spoke English, German, French, Turkish, 
Portuguese and Dutch.

Step 7 – Final Conclusions

So what are my conclusions from this little experiment?

1. Fiverr traffic is rubbish as I have always maintained but now I 
have the stats to prove it.

2. There appears to be what probably amounts to organised 
traffic selling fraud on Fiverr. It appears that there are many 
fake profiles, probably individuals with dozens or more profiles
selling basically the same robot traffic.

3. Nigeria features significantly as a country in these gigs. I 
suspect that many of the “USA” gigs are also Nigerian. 
Probably signing up with proxy IPs to create multiple profiles.
Just to be clear. I am in no way saying that Nigeria or 
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Nigerians are in any way “bad”. I am simply explaining what I 
have found during this “experiment”.

4. There is very little “bad feedback” which makes me question 
the validity of those giving the feedback. Or maybe people just
don't want to rock the boat and move on. However most 
feedback is bland at best so I suspect there is a significant 
element of fakery.

In Summary

My recommendation is to leave Fiverr alone for traffic. Unless you 
simply want to send a lot to your web site to impress Alexa.com.

BTW Fiverr is fantastic for getting many IM services done for you. 
Blog building, setting up accounts, e-covers, videos, graphics, the 
list is endless. So I am in no way saying don't use Fiver. Just use it 
for the right things. Traffic is not one of them.

Will everyone heed my warning now? Of course not. 

This scam will continue for a very long time (until Fiverr make some
serious changes).

There will always be a steady stream of new online marketers and 
plenty of naïve or desperate old ones who will risk a few dollars to 
try it out. It just might work right?

Truth is that if you need 3000 clicks for $5 to attempt to make a 
profit, then the funnel or offer you are sending the traffic to is 
severely flawed.

The real fix is not to get cheaper traffic it is to make your sales 
funnel more profitable.

In fact the free video I offered in this experiment covers that exact 
subject (strangely enough:).
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If you wanted to checkout that video you can see it at  

http://tony-marriott.com/imie-video

Please do heed my warnings about Fiverr traffic. I put a lot of time 
and work into testing and reporting on this and I'd love to think 
that it is helping you avoid making the same mistakes.

Enjoy 

Tony Marriott

PS. You can always get hold of me at my helpdesk

http://tonymarriott.info
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