
WEB SITE OPTIMIZATION FOR SEARCH ENGINE PLACEMENT 

While it can be useful to submit your Web Site to search engines, it is much more important 

to properly design your web site using search engine optimization techniques. Search 

engine optimization involves ensuring that your web pages are first accessible to search 

engines and then formatted to increase the chances they will be found. This document will 

help you optimize your web site so that Search Engines will not only find your site but also 

place it higher on the list than other similar web sites. 

 

- Pick Target Keywords 

o Create 2-4 word phrases to capture how you would find your web site 

- Position your Keywords on your web pages 

o Place keyword phrases in the Title, header, and first paragraph of your pages. 

- Get Linked! 

o Get links to your pages on other sites related to yours. 

 

First: Pick Your Target Keywords 

Think of the words you or a visitor would type into the search box to find your site – these 

are your keywords. Each page in your web site can and should have different keywords that 

reflect the page's content.  Try to have your target keywords be at least two or more words 

long. Common words such as ‘dog’, ‘rescue’, or even your breed, may get lost among many 

‘competitors’ without an additional keyword or two. Especially important is including the 

regions you cover.  Most potential visitors will try to narrow down their search to rescues in 

their area, you want to make sure you match up with those state, county, and city names. 

 

Examples: Milwaukee Dog Rescue, Border Collie Rescue Wisconsin 

 

Next: Position Your Keywords 

Once you have your keywords, make sure your target keywords appear in a few crucial 

locations on your web pages. Meta-tags are not as important as they once were thought to 

be, concentrate on the title and first words on each page. The page's HTML title tag is most 

important. Ranking of relevant pages begins with the keywords in the title tag so build your 

titles around the top two or three keyword phrases. They appear in search engine listings, 

and a short, attractive title may help make users click through to your site. Search engines 

also like pages where keywords appear "high" on the page, near the top of the page. To 

accommodate them, use your target keywords for your page headline, if possible. Also, 

write them into the first paragraphs of your web page. 

 

#1 Rule: Build Links on other Sites 

Every major search engine uses links between sites as part of their ranking.  You can help 

improve how well your pages do in link analysis systems by understanding that link analysis 

is not about "popularity." In other words, it's not an issue of getting lots of links from 

anywhere. Instead, you want links from web pages that are related to the topics you want 

to be found for.  Here's the simple means to find those good links. Go to the major search 

engines. Search for your target keywords. Look at the pages that appear in the top results. 

Now visit those pages and ask the site owners if they will link to you.  

By searching for your target keywords, you'll find the pages that the search engines are 

telling you are good, since they rank well. Now you know that links from these pages are 

more important than links from other pages. In addition, if these pages are ranked highly, 

they are receiving many visitors so if you can gain links from them, you might receive some 

visitors who initially go to those pages.   

 

If you still feel the desire to submit your site, see the next page for instructions. 



WEB SITE OPTIMIZATION FOR SEARCH ENGINE PLACEMENT 

Submitting your Site to Search Engines 

 

Before you submit your site, follow the optimization steps to ensure the search engine 

correctly categorizes and ranks your web site. 

 

First, check to see if your web host services include site submission, many hosts include it in 

the package you purchased form them to register and/or host your site. 

 

If you do not get submission through your host, you can submit your sites for free to 

various search engines and directories. 

 

Should I pay to submit my site? 

It should not be necessary for you to pay to submit your site if you followed the site 

optimization steps. 

If you do want to get listed faster or higher up you can pay. If you choose to pay for 

submission, select a service that will submit your site to multiple engines for one price. 

 

Google 

Go to: http://www.google.com/addurl/?continue=/addurl  to Submit your Site for free. 

Per their submission, We do not add all submitted URLs to our index, and we cannot make 

any predictions or guarantees about when or if they will appear. 

 

Yahoo! 

Go to: http://submit.search.yahoo.com/free/request to Submit your Site for free. 

Per their submission, Please expect a delay of several weeks before your URL is crawled. 

 

Ask Jeeves 

Ask Jeeves crawls sites themselves and does not allow Site Submission. 

 

AltaVista 

Alta Vista uses Yahoo!  

 

http://www.google.com/addurl/?continue=/addurl
http://submit.search.yahoo.com/free/request

