The Dars-e-Nizami Syllabus of Islamic Studies

The Dars-e-Nizami is a syllabus of books taught in all traditional religious schools (madrasahs) that are associated with the religious centre of Deoband (India).  The outstanding feature of this syllabus is that by a thorough study of the most difficult classical texts in each field of the classical Islamic sciences, the student develops the ability to read the remaining material on his own.

This list of books and my descriptive notes is just a sample—although most of the books remain the same there are differences in style of teaching and in books taught from one instructor to the next.  

(Unless otherwise specified all books are in Arabic.)

Sarf (Arabic conjugation)
Sarf e Mir, by Syed Sharif al-Jurjani (d. 1413). Elementary nahw, in Persian. 

'Ilm  al-Sighah, by Mufti 'Inayat Ahmad (d. 1279 a.h.). Intermediate sarf, in Persian.

Fusool e Akbari, by Syed 'Ali Akbarabadi (d. before 1826). Advanced sarf, in Persian.

Al-Shafiyah, by ibn Hajib (d. 1249).  Advanced sarf.

Nahw (Arabic sentence structure)

Nahw e Mir, by Syed Sharif al-Jurjani (d. 1413). Elementary nahw, in Persian.

Sharh u Mi’ati 'Amil, by Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani, elementary nahw.  The student parses the entire book passage by passage in front of the teacher.

Hidayatun Nahw, by Abu Hayyan al-Andalusi (d. 1344). Intermediate.

Al-Kafiyah, by Ibn Hajib.   Taught with extensive commentary.

Sharh al-Kafiyah Lil Jami, by Abd al-Rahman al-Jami. Taught with extensive commentary.

Mantiq (Logic)

Isa Ghoji, by Athir al-din al-Abhari (d. 1344) Elementary.

Mirqat, by Fazal Imam al-Khairabadi (d. 1829). Elementary.

Sharh Tahzib, by Abdullah al-Yazdi (d. 1573). Intermediate.

Sharh al-Risalah al-Shamsiyyah, (commonly known as al-Qutbi) by Qutb al-Din al-Razi (1364). Intermediate. 

Mir Qutbi, by Syed Sharif al-Jurjani (d. 1413). Intermediate.

Sullam al-'Uloom, by Muhibbullah al-Bihari (d. 1707). Intermediate.

Sharh Sullam of Mullah Hasan, by Mulla Hasan (d. 1789). Advanced.

Sharh Sullam of Hamdullah, by Hamdullah (d. 1747). Advanced.

Sharh Sullam of Qadi Mubarak, by Qadi Mubarak (d. 1749). Advanced.

Sharh Mulla Jalal of Mir Zahid, by Mir Zahid (d. 1889). Advanced.

Falsafah (Natural Philosophy)

Al-Hadyah al-Sa'idiyyah, by Fazal Haq al-Khairabadi (d. 1861).  Elementary.

Maybazi, by Qadi Kamal Husain (d. 1684.  Although the book is at an intermediate level professors cover all of the commentary known as 'Ayn al-Qudat in their discussion.   This makes it an advanced text.

Ma'ani (Arabic Rhetoric)

Talkhis al-Miftah, by Jalal al-Din ibn Abd al-Rahman (d. 1389). Elementary.

Mukhtasar al-Ma`ani, intermediate, and Muttawal al-Ma'ani, advanced. Both by Sa'd al-Din al-Taftazani (d.1389). Only selected portions of the Muttawal are covered.

Adab (Arabic Belles Lettres)

Nafhat al-`Arab by I'zaz 'Ali of Deoband (d. 1954). Elementary.

Nafhat al-Yaman, Shaykh Ahmad 'Arab al-Yamani (d. 1840). Elementary.

Al-Maqamat lil Hariri, Qasim ibn 'Ali.   Advanced. Fifteen maqamat, with special attention to expanding the students' vocabulary by exposing them to changes of meaning as the root takes on different forms. 

Diwan al-Mutannabbi, Ahmad ibn al-Hasan (d. 965). Selections.  Advanced.

Divan al-Himasah, Abu Tamam Habib ibn 'Aus (d. 840). Selections.

Al-Mu'allaqat al-Sab', by different Jahili authors.

Kalam (Theological Disputation)

Sharh al-Aqa'id al-Nasafi, Najm al-Din al-Nasafi (d. 1142). Intermediate.

Al-Khiyali 'ala Sharhil 'Aqa`id, Ahmad ibn Musa al-Khiyali (1465). Advanced

Fiqh

Ma La Bud Minhu, by Thanaullah al-Panipati.  In Persian, elementary.

Nur al-‘Idah, by Hassan ibn 'Ammar al-Shurumbulali (d. 1358). Elementary.

Mukkhtasar al-Quduri, by Abu al-Hassan ibn Muhammad al-Quduri (d. 1037). Intermediate.

Kanz al-Daqa`iq, by Abdullah Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Nasafi (1310). Intermediate.

Sharh al-Wiqayah, by Sadr al-Shari'ah 'Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (d. 1346). Intermediate.

Al-Hidayah, by Burhan al-Din al-Murghanani (1197). Advanced.

Tafsir

A translation cum exegesis course taught over a period of three years with reference to exegetical works.  (My teacher relied mostly on Ruh al-Ma'ani, Al-Tafsir al-Mazhari of Qadi Thanaullah al-Panipati and the Biyan al-Qur`an of Ashraf 'Ali al-Thanawi.)

Tafsir al-Jalalayn, by Jalal al-Din al-Mahilli and Al-Suyuti.

Tafsir Anwar il Tanzil  by Qadi Baydawi (d. 1285). 

Al-Fawz al-Kabir by Shah Waliullah (d. 1762).   A treatise on usul al-tafsir.

Usul al-Fiqh

Usul al-Shashi, by Ishaq ibn Ibrahim.  Elementary.  Nur al-Anwar, by Mullah Jiwan.  Elementary.  

Mukhtasar al-Husami, by Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Akhsaykathi. Intermediate.

Al-Tawdih wal-Talwih, by Sa'd al-Din al-Taftazani (d. 1389). Advanced.

Mussalam al-Thuboot, by Muhibbullah al-Bihari (d. 1707). Advanced.

Usul al-Hadith

Sharh Nukhbat al-Fikr, by Ibn Hajr al-'Asqalani. Elementary.

Alfiyat al-Hadith, by al-Suyuti.   With extensive reference to Tadrib al-Rawi.  

Hadith

The books of Bukhari, Muslim, Tirmidhi, Nasa`i, Abu Da`ud, Ibn Majah, the Muwatta  of Malik and that of Muhammad, along with Sharh Ma'ani al-`Athar are all covered in the final year. The disputations of the jurists are extensively covered in Tirmidhi, less extensively in Sharh Ma'ani il `Athar and Abu Da`ud. This leaves the teacher free to concentrate on the special aspects of the remaining books (for example, on the tarajim of Bukhari and the Muqqadamah of Muslim ).   The disputations are also covered in detail in the year before the final year, in which the collection Mishkaat al-Masabih is taught primarily to give the students time to memorize the disputations. My teachers had me bypass this year—so I did not study the Mishkaat.
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