
Victoria Secret Beauty, C. 
Wonder, J. Jill, and author 
of “Recipes for Parties,” 
has furnished his home 
in a pleasingly eclectic, 
eminently clean style that 
is Swedish and Nordic in 
flavor. Antique furnish-
ings mesh perfectly with 
white walls and give the 
house a feeling of per-
manence and charm that 
brings the visitor a sense 
of comfort.

Mr. Leva’s home, 
which is on the market 
for $995,000, has a clas-
sic New England salt box 
shape, its taupe exterior 
blending subtly with the 
natural and manmade 
environment in which it 
sits. The home has four 
bedrooms, 2.5 baths and 
1,427 square feet of space. 
The latter may not seem 
like a lot, but the number 
of rooms, refurbished 
multi-paned windows 
looking out over the 
property and the fields 
across Painter Road, give 
the house an openness 
and sense of scale that 
belies its modest interior 
square footage.

The home is listed 
for sale exclusively with 
Stacey Matthews of the 
Matthews Group at 

William Raveis and is 
shown by appointment 
only. “Michael truly has 
impeccable taste and his 
home offers a way to step 
into a chic vernacular and 
live a lifestyle of one of 
this country’s top design 
gurus. We are thrilled to 
have this listing,” says Ms. 
Matthews. 

The house, which was 
abandoned for several 
years until it was res-
cued and renovated by a 
Roxbury resident in the 
1980s, has a number of 
elements that date back 
to its beginnings. For 
instance, beautiful, large 
plank chestnut flooring 
graces the home, origi-
nal beams can be seen 
throughout the house and 
several fireplaces retain 
some of their original 
stone, although for the 
most part they have been 
rebuilt. However, all the 
stone in the house has 
been taken from local 
land. There’s even what 
is called a “bishop’s cabi-
net” near the fireplace in 
the living room, so called 
because many homeown-
ers in the 19th and early 
20th centuries used such 
a small cabinet to heat 
brandy for when the bish-

op, or another dignitary, 
came a’callin’.

While all this is cer-
tainly charming and adds 
to the home’s provenance, 
the house also has new 
elements, such as modern 
appliances in the kitchen, 
renovated bathrooms, 
updated forced hot air 
heating and central air 
conditioning, all of which 
make for a sweet blend 
of creature comfort and 

history.
Mr. Leva has lived in 

the house for 14 years 
and is leaving for New 
York City, where he 
can be closer to sev-
eral startup projects he 
is involved in. “It will be 
difficult to leave and I’ve 
enjoyed the house,” he 
says as walks through its 
confines. He spent many 
hours furnishing its inte-
rior and developing the 

gardens outside, which 
makes the home quite 
personal to him.

“I wanted to have the 
interior of the home 

contemporary and light 
and the inside is mostly 
Swedish, or Nordic,” 
he said. Several coun-
tries, such as France, are 
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As in Swedish homes, the furnishings are pleasingly eclectic. The outdoor pool has been designed to blend into the landscape.


