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By Jaime Ferris

An old adage declares, 
“Be careful what you wish 
for; you may get it.” That it 
is exactly the kind of think-
ing at the heart of Ste-
phen Sondheim’s fractured 
fairy tale musical “Into the 
Woods.” Certainly, part of 
its allure is the unique way 
James Lapine’s book inter-
twines the characters and 
plots of several Brothers 
Grimm fairy tales—“Little 
Red Riding Hood,” “Jack 
and the Beanstalk,” “Rapun-
zel,” and “Cinderella”—to 
explore the consequences of 
the characters’ wishes and 
quests. And the audience 
also sees all of their dreams 
come true in the first act, only 
to see the disastrous results 
in the second.  

Sadly, for these fairytale 
characters, this is happily 
ever after with a twist. 

The classic Sondheim 
musical is being staged Fri-
day and Saturday evenings 
at 8 p.m. through Oct. 13 

with Sunday matinees Sept. 
30 and Oct. 7 at 2 p.m. at The 
Brookfield Theatre for the 
Arts (TBTA). It is directed 
by Maureen Trotto, with 
musical direction by Sabrina 
Post and choreography by 
Todd Santamaria.

“‘Into the Woods’ is a 
show I’ve loved for such a 
long time,” said Ms. Trotto. 
“I saw it when it debuted 
on Broadway [in 1987 with 
Bernadette Peters and Jo-
anna Gleason]. I saw a pre-
view, and immediately fell in 
love with the show. It takes 
the concept of fairy tales 
and fairy tale characters we 
all know and love and adds 
more humanity to them … 
while poking fun at us. It 
does the traditional fairy tale 
thing with a moral, but with 
fantastic music.”

But this musical intro-
duces audiences to fairy tale 
characters who are a bit dif-
ferent than they may recall. 

“An ambivalent Cinder-
ella? A blood-thirsty Little 

Red Ridinghood? A Prince 
Charming with a roving eye? 
A Witch ... who raps? They’re 
all among the cockeyed 
characters in James Lapine 
and Stephen Sondheim’s 
fractured fairy tale,” writes 
Samuel French of the play on 
the TBTA Web site. “When 
a Baker and his Wife learn 
they’ve been cursed with 
childlessness by the Witch 
next door, they embark on a 
quest for the special objects 
required to break the spell, 
swindling, lying to and steal-
ing from Cinderella, Little 
Red, Rapunzel and Jack 
(the one who climbed the 
beanstalk). Everyone’s wish 
is granted at the end of Act 
One, but the consequences 
of their actions return to 
haunt them later, with disas-
trous results. What begins as 
a lively, irreverent fantasy be-
comes a moving lesson about 
community, responsibility 
and the stories we tell our 
children.” 

It is, according to Ms. Trot-

to, one of Mr. Sondheim’s 
most popular works, a time-
less yet relevant piece and 
a rare modern classic. To go 
any further into its premise 
would ruin some clever sur-
prises. Suffice it to say, one 
should be wary of the woods, 
and “Careful the things you 
say ... children will listen.”

“We all know the story of 
Cinderella, of Rapunzel, Jack 
and the Beanstalk and Red 
Ridinghood; they take all 
of these familiar stories and 
take them into the woods, 
where all of the characters 
meet,” Ms. Trotto explained. 
“It’s in the woods that their 
stories collide, and, boy, do 
they ever collide.”

Bringing these characters 
to life is a large cast, featur-
ing Robert Bassett, Sydney 
Coelho, Amy Crupi, Rebecca 
Ferenz, Janice Gabriel, Joe 
Harding, Karl Hinger, Ste-
phen Michelsson, Marilyn 
Olsen, Ralph Papp,Grace 
Robles, Karen Robinson, 
Mensah Robinson, Tom 
Sheehan, Kira Wallace and 
Nina Wilson. 

“This is a show I’ve loved, 
but a show I never consid-
ered doing in Brookfield 
because of its size. It requires 

such a large cast and Brook-
field has a small stage and no 
wings, so it has been a chal-
lenge in that respect,” Ms. 
Trotto admitted. “And it is 
Stephen Sondheim, which is 
a challenge to begin with, but 
rehearsals have been going 
well. I have a wonderful cast 
with beautiful voices. … I’ve 
also got a great cast behind 
the scenes. Collaborating 
with these wonderful people 
makes it all worth it.”

Another challenge has 
been the set, which includes 
three cottages and, of course, 
the woods, which are a char-
acter unto themselves. 

“During the prologue, 
there are three cottages on 
stage and represented at the 
same time, plus the woods. 
It’s a little tight,” Ms. Trotto 
reported. “But [my husband] 
Duane [Langenwalter] has 
come up with a miraculous 
set. ”

Ms. Trotto said to ac-
commodate the many scene 
changes, Mr. Langenwalter 
constructed a series of drops 
for the stage, as well as flats, 
that can be moved across 
the stage so scenes transition 
fairly quickly. He also cre-
ated the woods.

“For me, the woods are 
as much a character as any-
thing,” Ms. Trotto said. “I al-
ways had the feeling that the 
woods are alive, that they are 
magical and, as the Baker 
and his Wife realize, anything 
can happen in the woods.”

In fact, everyone quickly 
learns that the woods are far 
more than just trees, and the 
trees much more than just 
wood. 

“I saw a production of 
‘Into the Woods’ in West-
port recently, and it only 
confirmed that the show is 
worth doing. It’s a very popu-
lar piece. Bringing ‘Into the 
Woods’ to Brookfield has 
been an interesting challenge 
and it’s been exciting,” Ms. 
Trotto said. “Now I hope it 
will be just as rewarding.”

“Into the Woods” runs 
Friday and Saturday nights 
at 8 p.m. through Oct. 13 
with Sunday matinees Sept. 
30 and Oct. 7 at 2 p.m. at The 
Brookfield Theatre for the 
Arts, located at 182 Whisco-
nier Road, Brookfield. Tick-
ets are $20 for general admis-
sion and $15 for students. For 
reservations, call 203-775-
0023, 800-838-3006, or visit 
www.brookfieldtheatre.org.

TBTA Stages Sondheim’s 
Potent ‘Into the Woods’

By Jaime Ferris

Election season in Amer-
ica can be a trying time, es-
pecially with the mudslide 
of name calling, accusations 
and counter-accusations. 
These days, it seems as if 
people will do and say any-
thing to get into the White 
House, but it provides ample 
fodder for Pulitzer Prize-
winning playwright David 
Mamet in his political com-
edy, “November.” 

He takes no prisoners 
with this satirical stab at 
American politics. No one 
is safe in this raucous com-
edy, which makes it perfect 
fare for the risk-taking The-
atreWorks New Milford, 
which tackles the love-it-
or-hate-it production with 
great aplomb under veteran 
director Richard Pettibone 
and assistant director Son-
nie Osborne. 

If you’re looking for a 
great escape from the real 
presidential race, this is 
a winning ticket with Mr. 
Mamet’s trademark quick 
wit and over-the-top satire 
that grows so outrageously, 
it becomes a three-ring cir-

cus. Viewers have never 
seen the Oval Office like 
this—or a Commander-in-
Chief so riotous. 

As Mr. Pettibone put it, 
“[‘November’ is] not left, 
right or center. Put simply, 
it’s very funny political satire 
based on a fictional presi-
dent who will, literally, stop 
at nothing to get re-elected. 
Add to that the sharp-witted 
dialogue provided by master 
playwright David Mamet 
and you have the recipe for a 
laugh-filled night out.”  

It should be noted, howev-
er, that “November” is not for 
the faint of heart. Mr. Mamet 
is fond of a certain four-letter 
word, and uses it often. It 
should also be noted that the 
production is far from politi-
cally correct. If this is an issue 
for some viewers, this review-
er advises they stay at home 
for this one. 

The 2008 Tony Award-
winning “November” is set 
just days before a presiden-
tial election, and incumbent 
Charles Smith (Tom Li-
bonate) has a slim chance 
of winning re-election. He is 
the most corrupt, inept, un-

scrupulous buffoon to ever 
sit in the Oval Office. His 
approval ratings are down—
“lower than Gandhi’s cho-
lesterol”—money is tight, 
and if he’s not careful, nucle-
ar war could be on the ho-
rizon. He can’t understand 
why the nation hates him so, 
and he has no money for TV 
ads, a presidential library or 
to guarantee his own future. 

Smith turns to his trust-
ed aide, the cynical Archer 
Brown (Jonathan Jacobson) 
for help, for he won’t go down 
without a fight. With Brown, 
Smith devises a plan—cen-
tered on the White House tra-
dition of pardoning a couple 
of turkeys before Thanksgiv-
ing—and risks it all to make 
a last-minute comeback. It 
won’t be easy, however, as his 
lesbian speechwriter, Clarice 
Bernstein (Robyn Maitland), 
just back from an important 
(to her) trip to China, has 
plans of her own. And, waiting 
in the wings is the exasperated 
and germophobic National 
Association of Turkey and 
Turkey Products Manufactur-
ers’ representative, “The Tur-
key Guy” (Mike Ritts), and a 

chief from the Native Ameri-
can Micmac Nation, Chief 
Dwight Grackle (Matt Mc-
Quail), who’s on the warpath.

In essence, it’s a recipe 
for absurdity and disastrous 
chaos, and, for the audience, 
it’s a laugh a minute. Indeed, 
there is no question how the 
playwright feels about the 
burdened political environ-
ment in which we find our-
selves today. From presiden-
tial libraries, civil marriage, 
gambling casinos and les-
bians, to American Indians, 
questionable pardons and 
campaign contributions, we 
watch the train wreck un-

fold on stage. Sure, the plot 
is predictable and ridiculous, 
but that’s part of the fun. 

Out of “retirement” and 
back from a five-year hia-
tus from directing, Mr. Pet-
tibone has chosen a bril-
liant cast for “November” 
and has designed a highly 
detailed set, taking the au-
dience right into the belly 
of the Oval Office.

As is par for her The-
atreWorks work, Ms. Mait-
land is wonderful as Smith’s 
out and proud speechwriter, 
as is Mr. Jacobson as the de-
risive Archer, helping Smith 
every step along the way—

and never letting him miss 
the gravity of the situation. 
The same can be said about 
Mr. Ritts as The Turkey Guy 
and Mr. McQuail as Chief 
Dwight Grackle, who both 
perform with pitch-perfect 
comic timing. 

But there wouldn’t be 
a production without Mr. 
Libonate as the spineless, 
scheming, torture-happy 
Commander-in-Chief. Not 
even the best of curmudgeons 
can hate this president who, it 
seems, does have a heart be-
neath all that bravado.

TheatreWorks is calling 
this show a “star-spangled 
satire,” and it is, indeed, sat-
ire at its best. If you can get 
past a few expletives and a 
whole lot of political incor-
rectness, you’re in for a real 
presidential treat.

“November” runs Fri-
days and Saturdays at 8 p.m. 
through Oct. 6 with a Sunday 
matinee Sept. 30 at 2 p.m. 
at TheatreWorks New Mil-
ford. The theater is located 
at 5 Brookside Ave., just off 
Route 202 (next to the CVS). 
Please note: “November” 
contains language and is for 
mature audiences only. Tick-
ets for all shows are $20 for 
reserved seating. For reser-
vations, call 860-350-6863, or 
visit www.theatreworks.us.

‘Hail to the Chief’: ‘November’ 
Is a Winner at TheatreWorks

Richard Pettibone

From left, Jonathan Jacobson as Archer Brown, Tom Li-
bonate as Charles Smith and Robyn Maitland as Clarice 
Bernstein in a scene from “November.” 
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Scenes from “Into 
the Woods” at The 
Brookfield Theatre 
for the Arts during 
a recent rehearsal.

Let’s Make a Deal!

Stunning water views from this French Mansard
home in the heart of Washington. 5 bedrooms,
guest house, and over 20 acres. Large Country
kitchen, sunroom, media room and indoor pool.
Just reduced to $2,195,000!

This cozy Roxbury antique sits on a quiet road
overlooking a glittering pond. 3 bedrooms,
covered porch, office, 40x60 barn for workshop/
studio/garage. Just reduced to $795,000.

Uber Chic newly renovated Roxbury home.
Perfect to every last detail. 3 bedrooms, media
room, screened porch, antique barn, gunite salt
water pool. Dramatic views over fields and
distant mountains. Newly Listed $1,395,000

Top Washington location, 12 acres with
fantastic Western views. 4 bedrooms, 4.5baths,
large finished basement, 3 car garage, and lots
of upside. Just listed and reduced to $595,000

Charming and completely renovated 3 bedroom
Roxbury antique with rushing brook, gunite
pool, beautiful gardens, living room with
vaulted ceiling and media room. Just reduced
$799,000

It’s time to get those Winter rentals locked
up! We have many options including this
charming 3 bedroom in Warren overlooking
Lake Waramaug. A great spot to be close to
Washington and Mohawk Mountain. All new
furniture. $2500 month Sept - May.

matthewsgroupre.com


