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South Kent…$149,000
A 1962 9-room, 3-

bedroom, 3-bath Ranch
with fireplace and full
walkout basement on 1
acre. Listed at $199,000.
Taxes, $2,374. Broker,
Bain Real Estate.

By DANIELA FORTE

“We call it learning,
kids call it fun”
is the mantra

that has built a successful
business for Shelley Rinaldi
and her husband, Frank.
Their flagship enterprise in
Watertown, Good Ideas,A
Parent Teacher Store, is part
toy store, part educational
resource outlet and 100 percent
magnetic for children and their
parents.

The formula is so spot on
that the couple recently opened
a second location in Newtown,
as part of an overall mission
of offering innovative ways to
help children learn.

“Play is how children learn,
how they develop, and I think
the tools that they use are the
toys and curriculum materials.
I tell people that you look for
incidental learning,” said Mrs.
Rinaldi.“We’re here for the
kids, and that is where our
interest lies.”

The store opened in 1992,
based on a need Mrs. Rinaldi
perceived.At the time, she
was teaching in Waterbury,

and would
often travel to
Hartford or
Danbury to get
her supplies.
Mrs. Rinaldi
has a special
education
degree from Southern
Connecticut State University in
New Haven.

“I said, ‘Gee, it would be so
nice to have a local place,’ and
so we started out on a wing
and a prayer with no business
background per se, and the
demand was there and then we
realized that parents are really
looking for quality play things
as well,” said Mrs. Rinaldi.

The idea took off from there.
The store moved from an
original location in the Depot

Square Mall in Watertown to
a space just over the line in
Waterbury. In 2008, the couple
moved the business back to
Watertown, taking a nice retail
space with easy accessibility
and plenty of parking.The
second location in Newtown
opened in December.

In addition to the products
sold for study, development
and play, the store has an
activity room used for monthly
classes with Miss Donna.

There’s no charge for the drop-
in classes, and the shop gets
about eight to 25 children on
a monthly basis.There are also
community events and birthday
parties held in the room.

“Each time we got a little
bigger,” Mrs. Rinaldi said of the
store’s moves and evolution,
noting that the activity/party
room only became possible
when they arrived in the
current Watertown space.

Good Ideas for Kids
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Sharon…$347,500
A 1900 9-room, 4-bed-

room, 2-bath Farmhouse
with a barn on 1.18 acres.
Listed at $364,000. Period
on the market, 168 days.
Taxes, $2,246. Broker,
Litchfield Hills Sotheby’s
International Realty.

Southbury…$490,000
A 1965 3-room, 3-

bedroom, 1-bath, Cottage
withwaterfrontpropertyon
.96 acres.Listed at $595,000.
Period on the market, 138
days. Taxes, $5,972. Broker,
Litchfield Hills Sotheby’s
International Realty.

New Milford…$689,000
A 1973, 4,596 sq.-ft.,

5-bedroom, 3½-bath
Colonial with stone
fireplace, open floor plan,
center island kitchen and
privacy deck located on
end of cul-de-sac. Listed
by Coldwell Banker.

Lakeville…$1,300,000
A 1929, 2,058 sq.-ft., 7-

room, 3-bedroom, 3-bath
Cottage close to lake, slate
floors, fireplace in kitchen
and den, attached one-car
garage and stone terrace on
1.25 acres. Listed by Best
and Cavallaro Real Estate.

Washington…
$1,475,000

A 1991 9-room, 4-bed-
room, 4½-bath Colonial with
4 fireplaces, hardwood floors,
2-car garage, on 1.59 acres.
Listed at $1,950,000. Period
on the market, 257 days.
Broker, Klemm Real Estate.

Falls
Village…$270,000

A 2001 6-room, 3-bed-
room, 3-bath Ranch with
cherry floors, wrap-around
deck, barn and pond on 2.6
acres. Listed at $295,000.
Taxes, $3,256. Broker, Elyse
Harney Real Estate.

Experience dramatic 180 degree hilltop views
from this architect designed Cornwall home.
71+ unrestricted acres, perfect for conserva-
tion easements and hiking. Expansive ter-
races, exquisite rock gardens and Swimex
pool with pavilion. $2,795,000

Prime Washington Farmland in A+ location
with fabulous Western views. 85+ acres with
2 building envelopes. Driveway in and lot
cleared and ready to build! Must call for
details. $2,475,000

Former home and studio of renowned land-
scape artist, Eric Sloan. Charming 5 bedroom
Warren antique with pool and tennis on quiet
back country road. Just minutes to Warren
town beach and Mohawk Mountain. Flat land,
stone walls, terrace and 8+ acres! $1,395,000.

Chic Litchfield in-town Colonial. Walk to the
Green. 3 bedrooms, fully renovated in move-
in condition. Contact Jessica Travelstead 860-
459-5592. $549,000

Vaillant House. This is the first time this Rossiter
masterpiece has ever been on the market. Top
Washington Green location with complete priva-
cy on 35 acres. 8 bedroom main house, 5 bed-
room carriage house. 35 acres, open meadows
heirloom gardens. Completely magical. $3.5mil

Stunning Brick Farmhouse on 77+ unrestrict-
ed acres just minutes from downtown
Litchfield. Perfect for conservation ease-
ments. Distant views, open fields, 8 car
garage, studio, orchard. $2,950,000.

Very special Merryall antique renovated to
perfection by top NYC designer. 4 bedrooms,
playroom, den, 6 fireplaces, sunroom. All flat
land with original barn, rushing brook, stone
terrace, pool, spectacular gardens and all flat
land. Must see! $1,895,000

Stacey Matthews • 860-868-9066
matthewss@raveisre.com

staceymatthews.com • raveis.com

Northfield…$539,000
A 1988, 2,812 sq.-ft.,

6-room, 3-bedroom, 3½-
bath Contemporary with
stone fireplace, whirlpool,
wine cellar, barn, pond
and private vineyard on
9 acres. Listed by Marrin
Santore Realty, LLC.

‘Everything we
have is geared
toward learning
and creativity.’
—Shelley Rinaldi,
Good Ideas co-owner

Top, owners Shelley and Frank Rinaldi in
Watertown. Above, the Newtown location.

Laurie Gaboardi

Sharon…$300,000
A 1981, 5-room, 3-

bedroom, 2-bath Chalet
with fireplace, large deck
and privacy on 19 acres.
Listed at $399,000. Taxes,
$2,956. Broker, Bain Real
Estate.
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