
 

 

 
 

Garrett County COVID-19 Related Relief Efforts 
How Can You Help? 

 
A number of local, state-wide and national organizations are providing assistance to Garrett County residents 

experiencing difficulties at this time.  These organizations are accepting financial donations to support their efforts.  
Here’s a list of some of these organizations and their activities…and information on how to give.* 

 

 
 
Garrett County Community Action 
Committee, Inc. 
The mission of the Garrett County Community Action 
Committee, Inc., is to assist people in need to become more 
self-sufficient by providing essential services including meals, 
transportation, education, and emergency assistance.  The 
County Emergency Management Office has asked 
Community Action to take a lead role for Garrett County in 
coordinating donations. This will include cash, food and 
household items, volunteer services, transportation, masks, 
and specific needs associated with COVID-19.   
 

Address:  104 E. Center Street, Oakland, MD 21550 
Phone:   301-334-9431 
Website:   www.garrettcac.org/  
Email:     www.garrettcac.org/index.php/info/contact-us  

How to Donate: www.garretthealth.org/community/ 
 
 
 

Garrett County Public Schools 
GCPS is providing three meals a day to students across 
Garrett County.  Each day, it’s Food and Nutrition Service 
feeds over 800 students.  Many families are negatively 
impacted by being out of work and trying to feed their families 
three meals a day.  Only about half of the cost of the meals is 
reimbursed from the state and federal governments.   
 

Address:   Central Office, 40 South Second Street, Oakland, 
MD 21550 
Phone:   301-334-8900 
Website:   www.garrettcountyschools.org 
Email:   public.info@garrettcountyschools.org 
 

How to Donate: Donations to support the GCPS in this effort 
can be made via the GCPS website to the Dr. Wendell 
Teets Foundation; indicate on the donation form that the 
donation is to feed students during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
www.garrettcountyschools.org/public-information/news/gcps-
dr-wendell-teets-foundation 

 
 
The House of Hope 
The House of Hope is a non-denominational, non-profit 
"network of concern". The resources are primarily directed to 
short-term emergency situations for those in need in Garrett 
County.  It operates four free food banks in the County and 
provides advocacy and direct assistance to individuals and 
families.  It is funded solely by donations. 
 

Address:   P.O. Box 24, Oakland, MD  21550 
Phone:   301-334-2357 
Website:   www.houseofhopegc.org/ 
Email:   info@houseofhopegc.org  
 

How to Donate:  Donations are accepted by check made out 
to The House of Hope and mailed to their P. O. Box. 
 
 
 

The Maryland Food Bank 
The Maryland Food Bank serves people in need by providing 
emergency food at no cost. It administers the federal 
Emergency Food Assistance Program by distributing food to 
eligible soup kitchens, food pantries, and shelters throughout 
the State. With the closure of schools and businesses due to 
the Coronavirus pandemic, an increasing number of 
Marylanders will need to assistance to address food 
insecurity. In Garrett County, the Maryland Food Bank 
operates through the Oak Park Church of the Brethren. 
 

Address:   110 Church Lane, Oakland, MD, 21550 
Phone:   301-334-2243 
Website:   www.mdfoodbank.org  
 

How to Donate:  www.mdfoodbank.org/donate/ 
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The Dove Center 
Incidents of domestic abuse and sexual violence are 
increasing during the COVID-19 epidemic. In Garrett County, 
the Dove Center provides safety, advocacy, and counseling to 
individuals whose lives have been shattered by domestic 
violence and/or sexual assault and strives to expand public 
awareness of those issues.  As a private, non-profit 
organization, cash donations are extremely helpful.  
 

Address:   882 Memorial Drive, Oakland, MD 21550 
Phone:   301-334-6255 
Website:   www.gcdovecenter.org 
Email:   dovecenter@gcdovecenter.org 
 

How to Donate: Donations may be made via PayPal on the 
organization’s website, www.gcdovecenter.org/ways-to-give/, 
or can be mailed to the Dove Center business office. 
 
 
 

Feed Western Maryland (formerly Western 
Maryland Meal Response Team) 
This is truly an example of neighbor-helping-neighbor.  A 100% 
community-funded emergency food bank located in Western 
Maryland, serving our community during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Food boxes are reserved and scheduled on 
Facebook and available for pick-up or, as resources allow, 
delivery.  Most needed at this time are monetary donations 
which will be used to purchase food for boxes. 
 

Facebook:   www.facebook.com/groups/2841150659293795/ 
 

How to Donate:  www.feedwesternmaryland.com/donate 
 
 
 

It’s In The Bag 
Serving Garrett County Public Schools, this program fills back 
packs with food to send home with children on the weekends.  
This program is coordinated by St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
Church. 
 

Address: 126 East Liberty Street, Oakland, MD 21550 
Phone: 301-334-2510 
 

How to Donate: Send a check made out to It’s In The Bag to 
P. O. Box 303, Oakland, MD  21550. 

United Way of Garrett County 
The United Way has established a fund to provide financial 
support to local nonprofits for their extraordinary and 
unprecedented expenses related to COVID-19.  These 
organizations provide for many basic needs. The new fund, 
County United Way COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund, is 
providing micro-grants to local nonprofits to aid with their 
emergency expenses to help take care of basic needs such as 
food, shelter, medical co-pays, and supplies needed to keep 
service providers operational and close the gap on the needs 
that arise due to the implications of COVID-19.  
https://cuw.org/covid-19-response/ 
 

Address:   P.O. Box 394, Oakland, MD 21550 
Phone:   877-597-2700 
Website:    www.cuw.org/garrett/ 
 

How to Donate:  Donations can be sent to their P. O. Box or 
made securely through the website. 
 
 
 

Western Maryland Red Cross 
The American Red Cross now faces a severe blood shortage 
in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. Healthy individuals are 
needed to donate now to help patients counting on lifesaving 
blood.  Monetary donations are also greatly needed. 
 

Address:   14 N. 8th Street, Oakland, MD 21550 
Phone:    301-334-3810 
Website:   www.redcross.org/local/maryland-
delaware/about-us/locations/western-maryland.html 
 

How to Donate:  Monetary donations can be made at  
www.redcross.org/local/maryland-delaware/ways-to-
donate.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Other organizations needing 
your help can be found at: 
 
• governor.maryland.gov/marylandunites/    

 

Maryland Unites is a project of Maryland 
Governor Larry Hogan that enables 
Marylanders to help others in their 
communities.  
  

• www.211md.org/ 
 

2-1-1 Maryland is a partnership of four 
agencies working together to provide simple 
access to connect people with important 
community services. Specially trained call 
specialists answer phone lines 24/7/365. 

 

! 
* This summary was researched and compiled by Garrett 

County volunteers Judy A. Carbone (judy@corgi-cottage.com)  
and Lori Richards (tolori@verizon.net). 


