




INTRODUCTION 

 

The following forest management plan is for the property of  Shelly and Wayne 

Truskauskas in Moretown.  This plan is an update of the plan prepared by Rose E. Beatty, 

licensed forester in 2010.  The property is located west of Devil’s Washbowl Road where the 

brook crosses the town road. The southern boundary line coincides with a portion of the 

Northfield-Moretown town line.  The 911 address is simply Devil’s Washbowl Road.   

 

 The Span # of the property is 408-127-10752 and the parcel ID # is 5-B-014.000. The 

grand list description is 175 Acres and Camp and it is found in the Northern Green Mountains 

biophysical region. The acreage is broken down as follows for the Use Value Appraisal Program: 

145.5 acres are in the productive forest category, 12.0 acres are very steep and surround Devil’s 

Washbowl Brook and are being enrolled as a Riparian ESTA, Ecologically Significant Treatment 

Area and 17.5 acres surrounding the camp are excluded or “Reserved” from the Use Value 

Appraisal Program. 

 

The original map was at the scale of one inch equals 417 feet which is the required scale.  

The map meets all the Use Value Appraisal requirements and a copy is enclosed in this report.  

The property is found on ortho photo number 132188, Bald Mountain. 

 

 The property was surveyed and the majority of the boundary lines are easily located on 

the ground. The terrain of the property varies from gently sloping to quite steep in a few 

locations.  The majority of the property is operable by conventional equipment however it is 

fairly steep and a long skid to the town road.  There are rock out crops and exposed ledge which 

must be taken into account when logging.  This is also indicative of shallow soils.  There is a 

beautiful brook which goes through the property and eventually flows into the Dog River a 

renowned trout stream so great care must be taken to maintain this wonderful mountain stream. 

  

 The landowners’ management objectives and goals remain consistence with the original 

management plan. These objectives and goals must be accomplished in an aesthetically pleasing 

manner and follow the Acceptable Management Practices for water quality which will reduce 

erosion and maintain high water quality standards on the property. The AMP are now law and to 

review the new AMPs go to the Vermont Department of Forest and parks website: 
https://fpr.vermont.gov/forest/managing-your-woodlands/acceptable-management-practices. 
 

 

The landowners’ main objective is to increase the health and vigor of their timber by 

utilizing sound forest management practices.  In addition the Truskauskas are interested in 

maintaining and increasing the wildlife habitat that exists as well as the recreational potential of 

the property.  There is some recreational use of portions of the property because the trails, 

provide access to the forest so people can enjoy hiking and hunting in this forest.  

 

 The majority of the boundary line are marked by wire fence and blazes.  

 

 

https://fpr.vermont.gov/forest/managing-your-woodlands/acceptable-management-practices


 In order to update the management plan and to evaluate the possibility of meeting the 

expressed objectives, a field cruise, using a 10-factor prism, was undertaken on a cold day in the 

winter of 2020 to gather pertinent information about the woodland.  New inventory information 

was gathered using systematic sampling procedure. A description of, and prescription for, each 

area is included in this report.  There is a schedule of logging activities, the Management 

Schedule and a glossary of common forestry terms. There is a soil map and a resource map. The 

resource map, taken from the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources Atlas, shows if there are 

rare or threaten species on the property, significant natural communities on the property or if the 

property is considered a deer winter area. This web site provides a great deal of other pertinent 

information about the property and the landscape surrounding it.  

 

 In 2010-2011 a salvage cut was done to harvest those stems adversely affected by the ice 

storm of 1998, as scheduled by the previous forest management plan. The property is recovering 

nicely and the landowners have a network of trails for hiking, skiing and snowshoeing and in 

general the forest stands all look healthy and viable. Detailed inventory data is available from 

Rose E. Beatty, licensed forester, located at 1465 Bailey Road in Northfield, Vermont, 05663. 

(802-485-8404). February 2020. 
 

  



GLOSSARY 

 

 

Basal Area- The cross-sectional surface area of a tree stem at 4.5 feet.  Basal area per 

acre (BA/A) is the sum of all stems on an acre.  A measure of stand density and relative stocking. 

Expressed in square feet. 

 

Board Foot- The volume of a piece of wood 1 inch thick, 1 foot wide and 1 foot long or 

its equivalent.  Woodlot volumes are commonly expressed in thousand board feet (MBF). 

 

Cord- The volume of wood, usually four feet long, contained in 128 cubic feet. 

 

D.B.H.- Diameter Breast High- the diameter of a tree outside the bark measured at 4.5 

feet above the ground. 

 

Deciduous- Not persistent; said of leaves falling in autumn or trees having leaves of this 

type. 

 

Evergreen- Remaining verdant; as many coniferous trees. 

 

Even-aged management- Any system of stand treatment which maintains one age class 

in the featured stand.  A site can be occupied by more than one even-aged stand at a time. 

 

 Group Selection / Patch Cuts- Small openings, generally1/4 to 1/2 ac in size created to 

release established regeneration or, to allow regeneration to become established. Generally 

beneficial in spruce –fir stands because these species are shallow rooted. This is also used to 

allow less shade tolerant hardwoods to become established and is good for the wildlife habitat. 

 

Hardwoods- Broad-leaved deciduous trees.  Wood of these trees, with a few exceptions, 

is harder and stronger than the wood of the softwoods.  Northern hardwoods refers to a timber 

type which consists of a combination of the following species: Sugar Maple, Red Maple, Yellow 

Birch, Paper Birch and American Beech. 

 

Harvest Cut- A logging operation in which large, mature or over mature trees are 

removed.  Regeneration or release of the understory is usually an objective of a harvest cut. 

 

High Grading- The cutting of the biggest and best quality trees in a stand, leaving 

behind the inferior trees to grow and reproduce. 

 

Increment Boring- A procedure in which a core of wood is taken from a tree to 

determine age, soundness and radial growth. 

 

Overstory-Trees found in the main canopy which receive some amount of direct sunlight 

taken as a unit. 

 

Poles, Poletimber- Trees 4-10 inches at D.B.H



 

Regeneration- Seedlings and saplings that will replace removals.  If present prior to any 

cutting, the status is described as advance regeneration. 

 

Saplings- Trees 4.5 feet tall and taller, and less than 5 inches D.B.H. 

 

Sawtimber- Trees 11 inches and greater in D.B.H. that are suitable for manufacture into 

lumber. 

 

Seedlings- Trees less than 1 inch D.B.H. and less than 4.5 feet tall. 

 

Selective Cut- A method of harvest cutting in which individual trees or groups of trees 

are selected for cutting. 

 

Silvilculture- The art and science of manipulating the forest for the benefit of people.  

Benefits may include timber, firewood, wildlife, maple syrup, recreation aesthetics, etc. 

 

Site Index- An expression of soil productivity based on height and age of the trees. 

 

Softwoods- Coniferous or needle-leaved trees. 

 

Stand- A contiguous group of trees sufficiently uniform in species, size and condition to 

be recognized as a unit. 

 

Stem- Synonym for tree. 

 

Stocking- A term describing the density of a stand with respect to diameter and the 

number of trees present. 

 

Understory- Vegetation found on the forest floor which usually does not exceed 3 inches 

in diameter or 30 feet in height. 

 

Uneven-aged Management- A system which has as its goal the creation of all size 

classes on a site.  Every cut is designed to include regeneration as a result.  There must be at least 

three or more age classes. 

 

Update- A re-evaluation of a parcel of land currently enrolled in UVA.  This involves 

recruising the property. 

 

UVA- Use Value Appraisal. 
  



MAP AREA: 1 (Formerly 1&2) 

 

 COVER TYPE: Northern Hardwood 

 

 ACRES: 145.5 

 

TECHNICAL DATA 

 

 Even Aged: X   All Aged:    Stand Age: 50-65 years 

 

 Total BA/Ac.: 66  Acceptable BA/Ac.: 42 Unacceptable BA/Ac.: 14 

 

 Stems/Ac: 124   Mean Stand Diameter: 9.9 

  

Rotation Age: 100-125 years for the valuable northern hardwoods such as sugar maple 

and yellow birch. 

 

 Target Total Residual Basal Area: 75-80 sq. ft. /ac. 

 

 Slope: 5-20%   Soil: Soil map enclosed 

 

 U.V.A. Site Class: Productive Forest, II   Number of Plots: 14 

 

Stocking Level: Adequate, but low, just above the B line on the Northern Hardwood 

Guide. 

 

Species Composition by Basal Area/ Ac.:  Sugar Maple 59%, Beech 19%,  

White Ash 11%, Yellow Birch 8%, Paper Birch 2% and Red Maple 1%. 

 

Insect and Disease: The beech bark disease was seen on some of the American beech and 

the annual and eutypella cankers were noted on a few of the sugar maple. All are very 

common. 

 

Invasive Species: None were noted but see http://www.vtinvasives.org/ for information 

on invasive species and the enclosed fact sheet for honey suckle and buckthorn two 

common invasive to watch for. The emerald ash borer (EAB) has been detected in 

Washington and Orange County and in other location in VT. This web site is very 

informative on this invasive insect as well. The property is found in the high-risk area for 

the EAB.  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

http://www.vtinvasives.org/


MAP AREA: 1(Formerly 1&2) 

 

 COVER TYPE: Northern Hardwood 

 

STAND DESCRIPTION AND HISTORY 
 

As stated in the previous forest management plan: 

 

Occupying this average site are the typical northern hardwoods in the pole to sawtimber 

size classes. In 1998 the ice storm adversely affected a portion of this area and a salvage cut was 

conducted in a portion of the parcel in 2010-2011. Unfortunately, the timber sale did not cover 

the entire parcel but the majority of areas hardest hit by the storm, was salvaged. The parcel is 

located on a Class IV road and the logging chance if fairly difficult due to the distance from the 

town road and the steepness of slope in some areas.  

 

 Most of trees that had their tops broken off were salvaged. The result is a stand that has a 

varied stand density or basal area. This is mainly in the upper elevations of the stand, especially 

along the southern boundary line and in the southeast corner of the stand. 

 

In the lower portion the trees are really doing quite well. Sugar maple and yellow birch 

dominate the stand and many of the trees have the necessary characteristics to be sawlogs now or 

in the future. Here too there is an abundance of white ash in certain locations. This should be 

monitored due to the threat of the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB). 
 

The regeneration is mainly beech but the other northern hardwoods are present 

throughout the area. It was nice to see yellow birch in the understory. The height range is from 

half a foot to 35 and 40 feet and the stocking level is considered adequate. Beech is a tree species 

that sprouts when cut and because the beech was harvested in the thinning, many of them did 

sprout.  In addition, viburnum was noted which does indicate a wet site but is also very good for 

the song bird habitat. 

 

The wildlife habitat is quite good. There are numerous dead standing trees, referred to as 

snags, which benefit the cavity nesting species. These snags, along with the debris on the forest 

floor, also improves the habitat for those songbirds that spend their summer in the northeast and 

rely on our forests for a portion of their habitat. The area is adjacent to open land which benefits 

those species that utilize the “edge effect.” This parcel is located within a fairly large forested 

landscape so again this very good for the wildlife habitat.  Some songbird as well as bear and 

moose utilize these unbroken forested areas. Bear claw marks were noted on a beech tree. 

 

 

Access is gain via the existing trails but the adjacent land may have to be used again as a 

landing site and due to the brook a very dry summer is needed or the logging will have to take 

place during the winter months. 
 



MAP AREA: 1 (Formerly 1&2) 

 

 COVER TYPE: Northern Hardwood 
 

 

 

 OBJECTIVE AND PRESCRIPTION 

 
 

 Long-range Objective: The long-range goal is to grow hardwood sawlogs on the  

even-aged basis.  Sugar maple and yellow birch will be favored and have a rotation age of  

100-125 years. 

 

 Schedule Treatment: No major silvicultural work is scheduled for the next ten years. 

However, if the Emerald Ash Borer invades the area or is detected closer to the site, the schedule 

should be revised and a thinning conducted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



MAP AREA: 2 

 

 COVER TYPE: Northern Harwood- Riparian ESTA 

 

 ACRES: 12.0 

 

TECHNICAL DATA 

 

 Even Aged: X   All Aged:    Stand Age: 60-75 years 

 

 Total BA/Ac.: 70  Acceptable BA/Ac.: 60 Unacceptable BA/Ac.: 10 

 

 Stems/Ac: 91   Mean Stand Diameter: 11.9 

 

Rotation Age:  100-125 years for the valuable northern hardwoods such as sugar maple 

and yellow birch. 

 

 

 Target Total Residual Basal Area: 75-80 sq. ft. /ac. 

 

 Slope: 15-25%   Soil: Soil map enclosed 

 

 U.V.A. Site Class: Productive Forest, II   Number of Plots: 2 

 

 Stocking Level: Adequate, just above the B line on the Northern Hardwood Guide. 

 

Species Composition by Basal Area/ Ac.: Yellow Birch 50%, Sugar Maple 36%, 

Beech 15%. 

 

Insect and Disease: The beech bark disease was seen on some of the American beech and 

the annual and eutypella cankers were noted on a few of the sugar maple. All are very 

common. 

 

Invasive Species: None were noted but see http://www.vtinvasives.org/ for information 

on invasive species and the enclosed fact sheet for honey suckle and buckthorn two 

common invasive to watch for. The emerald ash borer (EAB) has been detected in 

Washington and Orange County as well as other locations in VT. This web site is very 

informative on this invasive insect as well. The property is found in the high-risk area for 

the EAB.  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

http://www.vtinvasives.org/


MAP AREA: 2 

 

 COVER TYPE: Northern Harwood- Riparian ESTA 

 

  

 

STAND DESCRIPTION AND HISTORY 

 

  

 This area is a riparian zone and is located in the middle of the property. The beautiful 

cascading brook eventually flows into the Dog River, a renowned trout stream. The entire area is 

very steep and the trees provide a wonderful buffer of shade to the brook which is very important 

for water quality.  

 

  All of the northern hardwoods are present in varying degrees, with an abundance of 

yellow birch present.  All of the size classes are present, including seedlings, saplings, poles and 

sawtimber size trees. The concentration is in the pole to sawtimber size classes.  

 

The overall quality is fair to good. The majority of the valuable northern hardwoods 

stems are of sawlog quality. Many of the yellow birch appear to be of high quality and should be 

encouraged in this stand. They also provide a great deal of seed and while cruising numerous 

song birds were seen in the tops of these trees. The beech tends to be of pulpwood quality and 

make up the majority of the unacceptable basal area.  

 

The regeneration is adequately stocked consisting mainly of the northern hardwoods. Of 

course, there is some beech in the understory. Beech is shade tolerant so does tend to come up 

under mature stands. The height ranges from half a foot to 30 feet. 

 

The wildlife habitat is fair to good.  As stated above yellow birch is wonderful for the 

song bird habitat and the area is fairly remote so this too is beneficial for certain wildlife species 

such as bear.   

 

 Also noted were a number of standing dead trees, known as snags, which are beneficial 

for a variety of wildlife species, especially the cavity nesting species.  This along with the debris 

on the forest floor, improves the habitat especially for those songbirds that spend their summer in 

the northeast and rely on our forests for this portion of their habitat.  

  

 Access is gained from existing trails however; it is very steep. The AMPs must be 

followed to ensure that no sediment reaches the brook and to prevent erosion and maintain this 

beautiful mountain stream. 



MAP AREA: 2 

 

 COVER TYPE: Northern Hardwood, Riparian Area ESTA 

   

 

 

OBJECTIVE AND PRESCRIPTION 
 

 Long-range Objective: The area will be allowed to develop naturally to maintain the 

integrity of the brook and the water quality of the entire ecosystem.  

 

 Schedule Treatment: Due to the steepness of slope and the brook it surrounds, no work 

is schedule for the next ten years.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



MANAGEMENT SCHEDULE 

 

 
 

Shelly and Wayne Truskauskas 
 

In 

 

 

Moretown, Vermont 

 

2020 

 

 

 

 
  

   

 

                 2020-2030  No major silvicultural work needed. 

 

 

 

 

         2030  Update forest management plan. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

       2020-2030  File forest management activity reports in year activity takes place 

by February 1 deadline. 

 
 


