
 

YEARLY HOME MAINTENANCE SERIES 

  
We just wanted to extend our thanks for your loyalty and your business.  It was such a 

wonderful experience to work with you in the purchase of your new home!  We hope 

that you’re settling in and that you’re enjoying life as a homeowner! 
  
We truly value the relationship that we have built.  In fact, we would like to stay in 

contact with you, so that if you ever have questions about your new home or would 

like assistance with another real estate matter, you’ll know exactly how to find us! 
  
Because we do appreciate your business so much, and to further facilitate our 

relationship, we have put together a packet of handy household tips—tips that have 

been specially created for homeowners like you!  You may have received these in 

after closing follow up emails, but just in case you missed one we’ve put them all 

together in one location.  
  
Again, we sincerely thank you for your business and for your trust throughout the 

home-buying process. Please feel free to call us anytime with any real estate 

questions!    
  
Warm regards, 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Marcelino – Broker/Owner                                                                 Amy Deavitt 

Shannon Marcelino – Broker/Realtor®                                 Realtor®/Buyer Specialist 

802-846-8460                                                                                             802-238-9743 
Don@TheMarcelinoTeam.com                                     Amy@TheMarcelinoTeam.com 

Shannon@TheMarcelinoTeam.com  

WWW.THEMARCELINOTEAM.COM 
 
 

mailto:Don@TheMarcelinoTeam.com
mailto:Amy@TheMarcelinoTeam.com
mailto:Shannon@TheMarcelinoTeam.com
http://www.themarcelinoteam.com/


FIVE TIPS FOR DO-IT-YOURSELF WORK AROUND THE HOME 
  
Make a list: Spend some time taking stock of the kinds of maintenance and 

improvement projects you’d like to begin.  A well-considered list will help you to set 

reachable goals. 
  
Assess your skills: Make sure that you carefully consider which projects you are fully 

capable of completing.  For example, unless you have sufficient experience with 

electrical, plumbing or construction work, you should probably leave those tasks to 

the professionals. 
  
Establish priorities: Which projects are most important to you?  Which projects will 

be the most costly?  Which is more important: timeliness, quality or cost?  Before 

beginning any do-it-yourself project, it is always wise to determine specific goals and 

priorities so that you are fully prepared when it comes time to begin. 
  
Create a budget: For each project that you want to complete, make certain that you 

have a firm budget in place.  Allowing for unexpected circumstances (such as errors 

or the need for additional materials) in your budget will keep you from overspending. 
  
One step at a time: When it’s time to begin, remember to pace yourself!  Rome wasn’t 

built in a day, and your new garden terrace will take time as well.  Complete one task 

at a time, and soon you’ll feel the wonderful sense of satisfaction and accomplishment 

that doing-it-yourself can bring! 
  

FIVE QUICK AND EASY HOME IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 
  
Go green: A few changes to the landscaping of your home can make a world of 

difference!  You might want to consider planting some fruit trees in the backyard, 

adding a touch of color with some bright and unusual flowers, or perhaps finally 

starting the vegetable garden you’ve always dreamed about. 
  
Add a touch of color: Feeling creative?  Why not give the family room, bedroom or 

bathroom a whole new look?  By focusing on the improvement of one room at a time, 

you’ll find that what can seem like an overwhelming job becomes fun and 

simple.  Repainting a single room can be inexpensively completed over a single 

weekend. 
  
Bright and beautiful: Replacing the light fixtures in your house with personally 

selected pieces can drastically increase your home’s beauty and value.  Choose a 



cohesive look for the entire house or decorate room by room!  The installation of new 

fixtures is generally a quick do-it-yourself task. 
  
Tile it up: While it might seem like a daunting task, installing new tile in a kitchen or 

bathroom can be easily accomplished with a little know-how and the right 

supplies.  Your local home improvement warehouse will have everything you need to 

revamp and personalize the flooring of your choice! 
  
The beauty beneath: Always dreamed of having beautiful hardwood floors?  Choose a 

room, pull up the carpet, and you’ll be on your way to accomplishing just that!  

Repairing, refinishing, and staining the floor is a simple step-by-step process that you 

can achieve without the heavy expense of installing new wood panels. 
 

 
FIVE FUN AND EASY SPRING-CLEANING TIPS 
  
Dance while you dust: This is the perfect time to fully indulge your musical interests; 

break out the iPod or turn up the CD player, and you’ll be singing along to your 

favorite tunes and won’t find cleaning to be a chore at all! 
  
Clear out the clutter: Take the opportunity to dig into the closets, storage spaces, and 

of course, the garage.  You’ve probably got a veritable treasure trove of old clutter 

that’s just taking up space—now’s the time for a yard sale!  Turn that clutter into 

cash. 
  
Room by room: Try to focus on just one room at a time and try to complete one room 

each day.  This will make the whole job seem more manageable, and you’ll probably 

get things cleaned more thoroughly than if you tried to tackle the whole house at 

once! 
  
Just a little more laundry: One of the things that we rarely attend to is the state of our 

draperies, shower curtains, and rugs.  Now is your chance: gather up every spare bit of 

linen in the house and have it laundered; you’ll be surprised at how much brighter 

your home will look! 
  
A room with a view: It’s time to tackle those windows!  Set aside a special day to give 

your windows a good scrubbing.  Clean off any screens while you’re at it: your home 

will literally sparkle once you’re finished. 
  
 

 



FIVE TIPS FOR SAFELY CLEANING YOUR RAIN GUTTERS 
  
Maintenance means everything: Ideally, you should clean your gutters twice per 

year.  Maintaining clean gutters will help you to avoid drainage problems that could 

potentially lead to more costly repairs. 
  
Climb on up: Borrowing (or investing in) a good, sturdy ladder is the key to ensuring 

your personal safety and to making the task as hassle-free as possible.  Make sure that 

the ladder is placed on a flat, steady surface, and follow the rule of two: never stand 

on the top two rungs of a ladder, as it becomes very difficult to maintain your balance. 
  
Protect yourself: Thick, heavy gloves are a must when performing this kind of 

task.  Gutters may have sharp or jagged metal pieces as well as screws or nails that 

may pose a danger to your hands and fingers.  Want additional protection?  Safety 

glasses are also a good idea! 
  
Up on the roof: Santa might find rooftops to be a walk in the park, but for the rest of 

us, they aren’t generally ideal perches.  However, if you have a flat roof or a roof with 

a low slope, you may find it easier to accomplish the cleaning by situating yourself up 

top.  Always use extreme caution, wear non-slip shoes, and never opt for this choice 

in bad weather! 
  
Scoop, blast and repair: Once you’re ready to start cleaning, follow a simple three-

step process to get the most out of the task.  Scoop out any debris, blast the drains 

clean with a high-powered hose, and repair any leaks you may find along the way. 
 

 

FIVE WAYS TO ACHIEVE A GORGEOUS LAWN 
  
Water = Green: Water is one ingredient that your lawn cannot live without, so make 

sure that you’ve got a great routine in place for keeping the lawn damp.  If you have a 

good sprinkler system installed, you’re already a step ahead of the game!  If not, make 

sure that you’re reaching all areas of the lawn if watering by hand or by moveable 

sprinkler.  Water in the evening or very early morning for best results, but don’t 

overdo it! 
  
Know how to mow: Make sure your lawn mower has sharp blades; mowing with dull 

blades can tear the grass, altering its healthy appearance.  Also, the more often you 

mow, the healthier your grass will be!  Mow the lawn at least once per week for 

optimal results. 
  



Fertilize and vitalize: Invest in a good fertilizer and use it regularly for the thickest, 

greenest grass.  Ever wonder why the fairways and greens on a golf course manage to 

look beautiful throughout the year?  Fertilizer is the key to the greens keeper’s 

success.  For the greenest grass possible, purchase a fertilizer with iron content. 
  
Weed it out: Weeds are an obvious eyesore when it comes to the care of your lawn, 

and you’ve probably noticed how quickly they can grow.  With a good fertilizer 

program in place, you’ll get a step ahead of weeds in no time.  For the pesky, hardier 

plants, manage the growth with a little weed spray (or dig them out by hand for best 

results). 
  
Don’t get bugged: Lawn pests are not just annoying; they are bad for the grass.  If 

you’re properly watering, fertilizing, and mowing your lawn, but still have an insect 

or pest problem, try aerating the lawn; this should help to eliminate the little buggers! 
 

  

COOL-DOWN TRICKS FOR THE HOT SUMMER MONTHS 
  
Spin it: Ceiling fans are an excellent way to keep everyone cool, and they’re beautiful 

as well.  But did you know that they can also help you save on your energy bill?  By 

circulating cool air throughout your home, you won’t need to keep the thermostat set 

as low as you would without the help of one, two or more well-placed fans. 
  
Green is good: There’s no debating how refreshing a large patch of shade can be on a 

hot summer day…so why not invest in some shade of your own?  Planting trees is an 

excellent way to ensure shade and to keep your house cool in the warmer 

months.  Already have some?  Make the most of the summer foliage by relaxing 

beneath a large tree and sipping some cool lemonade. 
  
Clear as a bell: Window manufacturing and supply companies now offer an invisible 

way to keep you cool: by installing a transparent coating to windows that effectively 

blocks heat.  Adding this type of treatment to your sunniest windows is a smart and 

easy way to save a few dollars on your energy bill. 
  
Program and relax: If you have a programmable thermostat but haven’t gotten around 

to figuring out how to use it, now’s the time.  Setting your thermostat to regulate the 

temperature of your house and maintaining an average temperature can save you a lot 

of money.  Can’t find the instructions?  Most manufacturers provide free, 

downloadable guides via the Internet. 
  



Block it out:  Room-darkening blinds can reflect a great deal of sun and heat, so keep 

them closed during the morning and afternoon hours to keep things cool inside! 
 

  

SIX TIPS FOR EASY SUMMER HOME CARE 
  
Keep it green: Harsh summer heat can up the ante when it comes to caring for your 

lawn.  Make sure to keep it watered and fertilized! 
  
Fire it up: Get a head start for the upcoming winter and clean out your wood-burning 

fireplace and chimney.  You’ll have one less winter task to attend to! 
  
Carpet care: Now’s the perfect time to have your carpets professionally cleaned, 

which will protect your carpet and make it last even longer.  Want to save a few 

bucks?  Rent a quality carpet cleaner and do it yourself! 
  
Touch-ups: Inspect your home—inside and out—and touch up any paint where 

necessary.  This can be done quickly and easily and will prevent future peeling! 
  
Lock and key: Check all the locks on your windows and doors and ensure that 

everything is working properly.  Being proactive about safety is always a smart move! 
  
Oil it: Anything squeaking?  Add a squirt of WD-40 or similar product to door, 

cabinet and window hinges to keep them in top repair. 
  
Park the car: If your garage is filling up with an abundance of stored items, take a day 

to reorganize and get rid of unwanted clutter.  Give your unneeded items to charity or 

have a fun summer yard sale! 
 

  

FIVE FUN SUMMER ACTIVITIES FOR HOMEOWNERS 
  
Barbecue: Nothing says summertime as much as an old-fashioned barbecue!  Do you 

have friends or family who still haven’t had the chance to see your beautiful new 

home?  Invite them over for an afternoon of sun, fun, and a tour of the house. 
  
Campout fun: Another longstanding tradition is the summer campout—but this 

doesn’t mean you have to drive hundreds of miles to find a great location.  Your 

backyard is a great camping spot!  Dig the flashlights, tents, and camping gear out of 

the garage and thrill the kids with a backyard campout! 
  



Cool and clean: It might not sound like fun but having a neighborhood car wash is a 

great way to keep cool and make friends with the people who share your street.  Rally 

the neighbors and make a day of it—the kids will have fun squirting each other with 

the hoses, and you’ll have a shiny, clean car! 
  
Who dunnit: Throw a mystery dinner party, and invite your guests for an evening of 

fun and intrigue (and show off that dining room!).  Kits can be purchased at most toy 

stores (or via the Internet) for a reasonable price, and you’ll have a wonderful evening 

that will be memorable for everyone! 
  
Grab a mallet: While you may have once thought that croquet was a “sport” for 

fuddy-duddies, it is rapidly growing in popularity.  Show off your perfectly manicured 

lawn by inviting a few friends over for an afternoon croquet party.  If you’re feeling 

adventurous, try some horseshoes as well! 
 

 

FIVE QUICK TIPS TO PREPARE YOUR HOME FOR GUESTS 
  
Plug it in: Make sure that all of your appliances are in working order.  The last thing 

you need with a house full of guests is a broken dishwasher or washing machine! 
  
Make space: Clean out the dressers and closets in the guest room(s) to ensure that 

your friends and family will feel comfortable and at home. 
  
Baby-proof:  If your house isn’t already baby-proofed and if small children will be 

coming to stay or visit, take a little time to ensure that electrical outlets are safely 

covered, sharp edges are padded, and that valuable knick-knacks are out of harm’s 

way. 
  
Light your fire: Make sure that your fireplace and chimney are clean and in working 

order.  Gathering around the fire with friends and family is a cozy way to spend time 

reminiscing and chatting. 
  
Knock knock: Take a walk through your home and inspect all doors and windows.  If 

the doors, hinges or latches are sticky or squeaky, make any necessary repairs before 

your guests arrive.  This will ensure privacy for them AND for you! 
 

 
  
 

 



  

FIVE QUICK TIPS TO GET YOUR HOME READY FOR WINTER 
  
Roof repairs: If you can safely get onto your roof to inspect for missing shingles or 

other factors that may lead to a leaky roof, now’s the time to do it!  If not, call in a 

professional organization and have them take care of the rooftop work for you. 
  
Seal it off: Inspect doors and windows to ensure that the weather-stripping is in good 

condition.  This will keep your house warmer and cozier in the winter months. 
  
Hot stuff: Make sure that your heater and ventilation systems are in good working 

order!  Clean out accessible ducts and replace filters where necessary. 
  
Chimney sweep: Creosote, a black substance that builds up in the chimney when 

wood is burned, can cause chimney fires.  Inspect your chimney for creosote and call 

a chimney sweep to keep your fireplace safe and functional. 
  
Gutter check: Now’s the time to clean out those rain gutters again!  If you want to do 

it yourself, make sure that you can safely access the gutters and then scoop out any 

debris, blast the drains clean with a high-powered hose, and repair any leaks you may 

find along the way. 
 

  

FIVE WAYS TO SAVE ENERGY IN THE COLDER MONTHS 
  
Set the timer: Program your thermostat to reach lower temperatures while you’re 

sleeping or out of the house.  This simple action can save you a lot of money—and 

will ensure that your house always stays at a comfortable temperature. 
  
Open and shut: During daytime hours, keep your blinds, draperies, and other window 

coverings open.  This will enable your home to absorb the warm afternoon sunshine 

and will effectively add heat to the entire house.  Close all window coverings at night 

to keep the heat in! 
  
Installation time: If you have a window or two that feels drafty no matter what you do, 

consider installing tight, insulating shades to those particular windows.  You’ll be 

surprised what a little bit of extra insulation can accomplish! 
  
Light a fire: A fireplace is an easy solution to add extra heat to your home without 

adding to your energy bill.  Capable of warming the entire room, you and your family 

can relax at home while keeping the thermostat at a lower temperature. 



  
No leaks allowed: Check doors and windows for drafts and places where air might 

escape.  Weatherizing windows and doors is a simple task that you can perform; your 

local home improvement warehouse will have all of the materials you need! 
 

  

FIVE WAYS TO MAKE YOUR HOME BRIGHT, COZY AND 

CHEERFUL 
  
Fix it up: The light fixtures in your home reflect your personal style and taste.  Adding 

additional fixtures or replacing ones that aren’t your favorites can be a fun and 

creative way to brighten up your home! 
  
Candlescaping: Candles are generally inexpensive and are extremely 

versatile.  Adding various candle arrangements to different rooms in your home will 

instantly create an atmosphere of warmth and style.  Get creative!  You might also 

favor scented candles to add a pleasant aroma to different areas of the house. 
  
Mirror, mirror, on the wall: Mirrors not only create the illusion that your rooms are 

even more spacious than they already are, but they also reflect light!  Make your 

house warm and cozy by adding a few inexpensive mirrors in hallways, bedrooms, 

and living spaces. 
  
Light the way:  Lighting isn’t just for indoor decorating—it’s also a valuable addition 

to the exterior of your home. Line your walkway or garden with cost-efficient solar 

light fixtures (no electricity needed!) to create a brilliant nighttime landscape outside 

your home. 
  
Open up: During daytime hours, keep your draperies and window coverings open.  

This will not only allow your home to absorb heat, but it will brighten up the winter 

days that you spend at home. 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW...? NEW WAYS TO USE OLD PRODUCTS 
  
You can use steel wool to: 
  
Fill a screw hole that has become too big for the screw.  Stuff the hole with steel wool 

and re-insert the screw. 
  



Make an instant pincushion.  Stuff an old sock with steel wool and tie tightly for a 

pincushion that will keep pins and needles rust free. 
  
Repel kitchen pests, by placing steel wool around the pipes under the sink. 
  
You can use nail polish remover to: 
  
Remove sticker residue from glass objects. 
  
Unstick your fingers after a superglue mishap. 
  
Remove marker and ink from appliances, glass, and stainless steel. 
  
You can use olive oil to: 
  
Revitalize leather shoes and baseball gloves. 
  
Clean greasy hands. 
  
Repel moles in the yard.  Soak a cloth in olive oil and stuff it into the mole 

hole.  Moles hate olive oil! 
  
You can use cola to: 
  
Remove grease stains from the garage floor. 
  
Clear a sluggish drain. 
  
Loosen a bolt that is rusted on. 
  
Remove stubborn stains from the toilet.  Pour in the cola and wait one hour before 

scrubbing. 
 

 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 



DO’S & DON’TS ON WATERING YOUR LAWN 
  
DO water every five to six days during the warm season. 
  
DO water early in the morning. 
  
DO set sprinkler water spray close to the ground, not in high arcs. 
  
DO soak the area for 30 minutes to 1 hour. 
  
DON’T water during the heat of the day (you lose ⅓ of the water to evaporation). 
  
DON’T over-water, as you will lose nutrients and encourage rot and disease. 
  
DON’T water too frequently, as it encourages shallow roots and weak grass. 
  
DON’T water at night, as it encourages disease. 
 

  

EASY WAYS TO IMPROVE CURB APPEAL 
  
Walk across the street and look at your overall landscape. 
  
Are shrubs trimmed neatly?  Windows and doors shouldn’t be overshadowed by 

overgrown bushes. 
  
Clear your entry, sidewalk, and plant beds of leaves and debris. 
  
Add a new layer of attractive mulch to all planting areas. 
  
Are there bare spots or weeds in the lawn?  Your local garden supplier can tell you the 

best way to remedy this problem. 
  
Hardscape (bird feeders or houses, simple water features, statuary) can add warmth 

and character to an otherwise drab terrain. 
  
Make your front door more appealing with a fresh coat of paint or stain and new 

hardware. 
  
Speaking of hardware, install new light fixtures on both sides of your door and change 

your old, scratched house number plates with shiny new ones. 



  
Consider shutters or awnings to dress up your windows. 
  
Well placed, low voltage landscape lighting is fairly inexpensive and will dramatically 

enhance your home when the sun goes down. 
 
 

SAFETY TIPS FOR YOUR HOME  

 
Prevent tap water scalds by adjusting the temperature on your hot water heater to 120° 

F. 
  
Keep medicines and hazardous household chemicals locked up and out of sight.  Use 

child-resistant packaging for medicines and hazardous household chemicals and call 

1-800-222-1222 if a poisoning occurs. 
  
Cut the loops on window-blind cords and call 1-800-506-4636 for a free repair kit. 
  
Make sure your hairdryer has a large rectangular plug.  The immersion protection 

device prevents electrocution if the hairdryer is dropped in water. 
  
Change the battery in your smoke alarm when you change your clock’s setting in 

October or November. 
  
Have a professional check your furnace for carbon monoxide leaks and your chimney 

for blockages; put a CO alarm in the hallway near every separate sleeping area. 
  
Prevent electrocutions by installing a ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) in your 

household outlets. 
  
Installing Arc Fault Circuit Interrupters (AFCIs) can prevent electrical fires.  AFCIs 

can sense electrical arc and trip the circuit. 
 

  

QUICK TIPS FOR INTERIOR PAINTING 
  
Before you begin pick your paint colors carefully.  You may love one color, but will it 

go well with your furnishings, carpeting, and adjoining wall areas?  Choosing with 

care can save you a frustrating and costly re-do. 
  
Use water-based latex paint for ease in application and cleanup. 



  
Buy the correct paint for the surface you are painting.  Wood floors, concrete, 

masonry or metal require specific products. 
  
Before you dip your brush in that paint, assemble every item you will need: 
  
Enough paint for the entire job (you don’t want to take your paint-smeared self back 

to the store in the middle of the job) 
  
Brushes, rollers (if you settle for the cheapest quality you’ll get brush hairs and roller 

fuzzies all over your walls!) 
  
Plastic dropcloths or old sheets (yes, you will make a mess) 
  
A large damp cloth for wiping up small drips and mistakes while they are still wet 
  
Stepladder 
  
Screwdriver and claw hammer to remove wall hooks, switchplates, nails, etc. 
  
Plastic automotive tape to edge windows, trim and carpet 
  
Hand cream—you will be so glad you used this on your hands and arms when it 

comes time to clean up 
  
Prepare the surface.  Cracks and holes should be filled with spackling, and old paint 

should be lightly sanded so the new paint will adhere.  Make sure the surface is clean 

of dirt, grease, rust and flaking paint. 
  
Paint in this order: ceiling, walls, trim, floor.  Remember, paint drips DOWN. 
  
Use a roller for the big areas and a brush to cut in from the outside edges. 
  
Tape all window edges, trim, and carpet edges.  You will thank yourself for this once 

you start cutting in with the brush! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



TEN WAYS TO CUT YOUR ENERGY BILL 
  
One of the easiest ways to cut your heating and cooling bill is to make sure that your 

attic has seven inches (R-22) or more (up to R-49) of fiberglass or rock wool 

insulation. 
  
A simple step we often ignore—replace or clean your AC vents once a month. 
  
Don’t leave your bathroom ventilator running longer than necessary, as it can drain 

your entire house of cooled or heated air in about an hour! 
  
During the summer keep your drapes closed in the heat of the day.  In the winter keep 

the south facing window drapes open. 
  
Make sure all windows are caulked and weather-stripped to save 10% on your H/AC 

bill. 
  
White window shades or blinds will deflect the heat away from your house. 
  
Lower hot water costs by installing low-flow showerheads and faucets. 
  
Insulate your water heater and set its thermostat at 115° F. 
  
You can cut up to 50% on your lighting costs by replacing 25% of the bulbs in your 

main-use areas with fluorescent lighting.  Fluorescent lights are more expensive but 

also last six to ten times longer than incandescent bulbs. 
  
Plant trees ASAP.  Well-placed trees will not only lower your energy costs but will 

increase the curb appeal of your home and make your yard a more enjoyable place to 

be. 
 

 

USING YOUR OLD STUFF TO CREATE A NEW ROOM 
  
Before you start your room re-arrangement, first empty the room completely.  Take 

down all the wall décor and remove any rugs.  Now, look at the room as if you are 

seeing it for the first time.  Consider what activities you want to take place in the 

room.  Let form follow function. 
  
The number one mistake people make is to push all the furniture back against the 

walls of a den or living room.  This makes conversation difficult and creates a 



walkway through the middle of the conversation area.  Try pulling your furniture out 

into the room into a cozy grouping for conversation.  Experiment with placing the 

seating group at an angle instead of neatly lined up with the walls.  A rug and a coffee 

table can anchor the seating group so that it looks like it “belongs” in the center of the 

room. 
  
Instead of spreading out your wall hangings along the walls, try grouping several 

pieces together for stronger impact.  Also, it is easier to create “random” groupings 

than symmetrical designs, which require careful measuring and spacing. 
  
Now that your furniture isn’t lining the walls you can add depth to your wall décor by 

creating three dimensional groupings.  If you have a grouping of pictures or 

accessories on the wall, try placing a small table or chest below them.  Dress the 

tabletop with two or three favorite objects of varying heights to add dimension. 
  
Make a dramatic impact by slip covering your old furniture.  At a fraction of the cost 

of new furniture you can extend the life of your old sofa and add a new color and 

texture to your room. 
  
Show off your collections!  Whether it’s rocks, seashells, marbles, or buttons, you can 

purchase inexpensive clear glass containers to show off these items on a coffee table 

or chest. 
  
Take advantage of your new arrangement to get rid of accessories you really don’t 

like—that old lamp, the dried flower arrangement that is years past its prime, and the 

afghan that is picked, balled, and knotted.  Less can be more! 
 

 

BUILDING A HOME THEATER 
  
These days, a home theater is one of the most popular trends in the 

nation.  Homeowners are opting to save a bundle on the cost of theater tickets by 

bringing the fascinating world of cinema into their own homes in a big way. 
  
Quality Counts 
  
When it comes to creating a home theater, the choice is yours when it comes to the 

level of quality that you want to deliver.  A home theater can include something as 

basic as a television and DVD system or it can include a projection screen with 

surround sound and, for the family who really wants the authentic experience, actual 

theater-style seating. 



  
Money Matters 
  
Building a home theater isn’t cheap, which is why it’s important to set a realistic 

budget before getting started.  Unless you are an expert at installation, hiring a 

professional to install your home theater may be a wise idea.  This means that you will 

not only be considering the cost of the theater itself, but also the labor necessary to get 

the job done. 
  
Comparison Shopping 
  
If you decide to hire a professional installation crew, make sure that you shop around 

and compare rates.  In many cases, you will save a bundle of money by purchasing the 

materials yourself.  This includes the television or projection screen, seating and 

sound systems.  This way, all that’s needed is someone to install the items and make 

sure that the wiring is correct. 
  
You may be wondering why it’s important to consider purchasing the essentials 

yourself.  Unless you have full control over the accessories for your home theater, you 

will not know whether or not your contractor is charging you the actual cost for 

materials.  By purchasing everything yourself, you can also shop sales and take 

advantage of some great deals offered by retailers. 
  
Sign Here, Please... 
  
Once you have chosen the company to install your home theater, make sure that you 

get everything in writing.  This includes the cost of labor, the completion time, 

payment schedules, deposits, etc.  If you have an oral agreement, transfer it onto paper 

and get it signed before proceeding with the project. 
  
Don’t Forget The Popcorn 
  
No theater experience would be complete without the popcorn, so don’t forget to 

include a popcorn machine in your theater room.  These portable units are sold as 

tabletop appliances that can create your favorite style of buttery popcorn in 

minutes.  Most home theaters feature a small snack counter packed full of goodies, 

which makes the design even more authentic. 
 
 

 
 



DO-IT-YOURSELF PEST CONTROL TIPS 
  
A pest is not just a word that’s used to describe an annoyance; in fact, it’s also the 

term given to a destructive animal that destroys crops, food and even 

livestock.  Whether you have a garden that has become a hot spot for neighborhood 

pests, or you simply want to keep them from entering your home, it’s important to 

keep in mind several do-it-yourself pest control tips. 
  
Spruce Up Your Space 
  
One of the most attractive places for a pest is that which is filled with food.  Ants love 

anything sweet, including sugar, so make sure that any spills are cleaned up 

completely.  It’s equally important to keep your food containers and bags sealed 

properly to avoid a problem. 
  
Landscape Designs That Pests Hate 
  
If you have weeds in your lawn, remove them to avoid attracting pests.  Additionally, 

pay close attention to the plants and/or flowers that you use in your landscaping as 

certain types tend to attract pests, while others repel them.  For specifics, ask a local 

gardening professional or a representative from your local home improvement 

gardening center. 
  
The Buzz On Mosquito Control 
  
Nobody likes mosquitoes, but they are still a part of life and it’s important to deal with 

them.  You may not be able to rid your entire yard of these nuisances, but you can 

make it a place where they are not welcome.  One way of doing this is to remove 

anything that could result in standing water, which attracts mosquitoes.  Remove old 

flowerpots, tires or anything else that could be a place for water to gather.  Not only is 

this a health concern as mosquitoes often carry diseases, but it’s also a good way to 

clean up the yard. 
  
Home Repair 
  
If you know that pests are getting into your home, the next logical step is to find out 

how.  Once you locate the entry point, repair the area so that it no longer allows for 

outside intruders to enter your home.  If you notice cracks, holes or other needed 

repairs, make sure that they are corrected to prevent future pests from setting up shop 

in your space. 
  



Pest Control Products 
  
In some cases, homeowners are forced to deal with pests by using products designed 

specifically for the purpose of pest control.  These products, which are commonly 

available at any retail and/or home improvement store, should be used as directed in 

order to prevent harm to yourself, your family and your pets.  It’s important to keep 

all pest control products locked in a cabinet and out of reach of children. 
 
 

USE FLOWERS TO ADD COLOR TO YOUR HOME 
  
Flowers are used for many purposes, including landscaping, weddings, gifts and even 

to decorate the interior of your home.  Because they are colorful, beautiful and an 

affordable way to decorate, flowers can help bring an otherwise dull room to life. 
  
Silk Verses Real 
  
Whether or not you choose to decorate your home with real or silk flowers is a 

personal decision that’s based on several factors.  Due to current manufacturing 

capabilities, many of today’s silk flowers are stunningly similar to the real 

thing.  Therefore, one of the greatest concerns facing homeowners is whether or not 

they are allergic to real flowers.  If you or someone in your family is allergic, it’s 

better to use silk flowers in order to avoid the sniffles. 
  
When it comes to decor, maintenance is always a concern.  Many homeowners choose 

silk flowers because they require no maintenance and will last for many years with the 

proper care.  Compared to real flowers, they are much more economical because they 

do not need replacing every week.  With that being said, there are also many benefits 

to choosing real flowers for the purpose of adding color to your home.  One of the 

most obvious is the scent that real flowers can offer to a room. 
  
Prints  
  
Believe it or not, you can add colorful flowers to your home without having to choose 

between real or silk designs.  How?  It’s easy.  There is no shortage on full-color art 

prints and/or photographs featuring flower arrangements or even a single dramatic 

blossom.  As a homeowner, you can choose a framed print that sits nicely on your 

desk or a poster-size print that is designed for display on a wall. 
  
 

 



Creative Color 
  
If you’re on a budget or simply have a knack for crafting, consider using your favorite 

floral gift wrap and turning it into a beautifully framed print.  You can do this by 

purchasing a frame and cutting a piece of gift wrap that will fit perfectly 

inside.  That’s all there is to it; you now have a framed print that looks exactly like a 

work of art.  This type of floral accent is easy, affordable and a perfect way to add 

color to your home in a fun way. 
  
Greet Your Guests 
  
If you really want to wow your guests, add a hanging flower basket outside your front 

door.  When someone walks up to your house, they will instantly be greeted with 

color.  You can choose anything from flowers to strawberries, the latter of which are 

just as good to eat as they are to look at. 
 
  

MAINTAINING AIR QUALITY IN YOUR HOME 
  
Whether you have allergies or simply prefer knowing that the air in your home is as 

clean as you can make it for better health, achieving and maintaining good air quality 

is an important issue.  With all of the pollutants in the air today, as well as the many 

air-borne illnesses and allergens, keeping clean air is important for everyone. 
  
Start With Your Heating System 
  
If you have a forced air heat system, you need to look at your furnace and heating 

ducts to ensure that the air being blown into your home via the heat or the air 

conditioning is clean.  First of all, be sure that you take good care of your furnace 

filter.  If you use disposable filters, you should replace them regularly; look at the 

current filter for instructions on how often to change them.  Depending on how often 

you use your heat, this should be every three to six months.  A permanent filter should 

be cleaned on the same timeline. 
  
You should also see about getting your heating vents and duct system cleaned every 

couple of years. If you have just purchased a new home and have no idea when it was 

last done, you should have a professional come in and clean the entire system before 

you move in. 
  
 

 



Choosing An Air Purifier 
  
There are two main categories of air purifiers on the market.  The first category is the 

portable air purifier.  These are designed to clean the air in a certain amount of square 

footage, from one room to an entire house.  The second category is the built-in whole-

home air purifier.  This can be built right into your heating and cooling system to 

automatically clean the air in your house. 
  
Air purifiers use one of two basic types of technology in order to clean the air of 

irritants, allergens, and germs.  They either use filters, including HEPA filters, or ionic 

technology, which uses electromagnetic charges to clean the air.  Some use a 

combination of both versions.  Ionic air purifiers release ozone into the air, and should 

always be used according to the directions. 
  
Keep your heating and cooling system clean and choose an air purifier that best fits 

your needs and budget.  This combination of precautions will ensure that the air in 

your home is always clean and fit to breathe. 
 
 

PATIO DÉCOR IDEAS 
  
A patio offers a relaxing way to enjoy the outdoors while still getting a sense of 

home.  Believe it or not, the decor that you choose for the patio is just as important as 

that which you choose for the interior of your home.  Granted, you will be spending 

more time indoors than out, but you cannot make a cake without decorating it with 

icing.  Think of your patio as the icing on the cake and, as such, you have to put a lot 

of thought into the finishing touches. 
  
Have A Seat 
  
When most people are on the patio, they enjoy sitting, having a sip of their favorite 

drink, relaxing and enjoying the view.  Therefore, comfortable seating is a 

must.  Whether it’s just you or you are entertaining a small gathering of family and 

friends for lunch, it’s important that you have the right type of seating. 
  
While some patio furniture is designed of sturdy plastic, the more decorative approach 

is to feature that with wicker, authentic wood or even iron detailing.  Of course, if you 

have a style that will also accommodate cushions, add them for a little extra comfort. 
  
 

 



Create A Patio Garden 
  
Creating a miniature garden on your patio is fun and easy.  You can purchase potted 

plants or, if you’re up to the task of planting, you can purchase the seeds yourself.  A 

traditional patio garden features plenty of color, which means your choice of flowers 

is essential.  Guests will see these every time they visit your home, so make sure that 

the combination and selection that you choose are complimentary to your home and 

patio style. 
  
Attract Birds & Butterflies 
  
Did you know that your choice of plants and decor can greatly improve your ability to 

attract wildlife?  Everyone loves to see birds and butterflies, but not everyone knows 

how to make their home an inviting place for our fluttering friends.  One way of doing 

this is by choosing the types of flowers that they love, which you can learn all about 

from your local gardening center or nursery.  Bird feeders, water features and plenty 

of color are often all that’s needed to invite some of nature’s most beautiful creatures 

onto your patio. 
  
Create A Fantastic Fountain 
  
If you really want to make your patio perfect, consider adding a water feature.  One of 

the most popular ways of doing this is with a portable water fountain, which can be 

found at many retailers and/or home improvement stores.  These affordable 

decorations are designed to pump water in a way that not only offers a pleasing 

trickling sound, but also to create the illusion of a genuine fountain.   
 
 

YOUR HOME FIRST AID KIT: TEN MUST HAVES 
  
It’s a known fact that the majority of accidents occur at home, which is why every 

household must be equipped with a first aid kit complete with all of the essentials 

needed to handle life’s unexpected and unfortunate events. 
  
Band-aids 
  
No two ouches are alike, which is why a selection of band-aids is a requirement for 

every first aid kit.  It’s important to keep various sizes and shapes to accommodate all 

types of cuts, scrapes and everyday boo-boos. 
  
 



Allergy Medication 
  
Whether it’s common everyday allergies or a reaction to a bee sting, it’s important to 

keep your home’s first aid kit equipped with the medication necessary to treat sudden 

ailments. 
  
Antibacterial Wipes 
  
If you have a small cut or scrape, you also risk bacteria being able to enter your body 

through the broken skin.  If you want to reduce the risk of infection and clean the area, 

use antibacterial wipes as a temporary fix until you can flush out the wound 

completely. 
  
Tweezers 
  
If someone gets a bee sting and has the stinger left behind in their skin or they find 

themselves with a splinter, a pair of tweezers will help you to come to their 

rescue.  These handy little tools are a must have in every first aid kit. 
  
Gauze 
  
Transparent fabric gauze is used for dressing and/or swabbing wounds.  This product 

is a requirement for every home first aid kit as some mishaps require more coverage 

than a standard band-aid can handle. 
  
Gauze Tape 
  
If you have gauze in your first aid kit it’s only natural that you would also need gauze 

tape.  This product will keep the bandage secured to the skin for protection against re-

injury and/or to prevent bacteria from entering the wound. 
  
Nail Clippers 
  
If a fingernail accidentally gets broken or requires attention to prevent it from being 

ripped from the surface, it’s important to have a reliable pair of nail clippers on hand 

for just such an emergency.  A badly damaged nail can be painful, but proper attention 

can help to ease the discomfort and prevent it from worsening. 
  
 

 

 



Bandages 
  
A bandage is a strip of material that’s used to protect a wound or injury.  These are an 

essential part of any home first aid kit. 
  
Antiseptic Medicine 
  
This type of over-the-counter medication is designed to prevent the growth of bacteria 

in a wound, which may lead to disease or infection.  When applied to a wound, it may 

help to protect the sufferer from falling ill to either of these, which makes it a must 

have for every first aid kit. 
  
Gloves 
  
If you are dressing a wound, it’s important that you wear the proper gloves to protect 

the injured from infection.  Bacteria can live underneath your fingernails or even on 

your hands and can enter a wound if you aren’t careful, so do yourself and the sufferer 

a favor by wearing the proper gloves when treating a wound that needs to be handled 

with a first aid kit. 
 
  

GREEN ENERGY SOURCES 
  
With the increasing price of fossil fuels and other finite power sources, the cost of 

heating our homes and keeping our appliances running is getting higher every 

year.  One way we can reduce our energy costs long-term, and save the environment 

at the same time, is to switch to renewable energy sources.  Here are some the ways 

that renewable energy sources can power your home and may also increase its value. 
  
Green Power Companies:  These companies offer electrical power from renewable 

sources such as wind, the sun, and water.  There are several green power supply 

companies, and many can provide you with green power at a fairly reasonable cost. 
  
Solar Panels:  Installing your own solar panels may seem like a time consuming and 

costly project, but it can save you a fortune in the long term.  There are also a number 

of government subsidies and tax credits that may make installation worthwhile. 
  
Geothermal Heating:  This type of heating allows you to warm and cool your home 

through the floors by using the natural heat of the earth.  It requires the installation of 

special equipment, but the luxury of heated floors and the savings of up to 70% on 



your heating and cooling bills make the cost well worth it—especially if you are 

replacing an already existing system. 
  
Wind Turbines:  If you own property that has a considerable amount of land, or you 

are in the market for a larger property, you may want to consider installing a small 

wind turbine.  Though the initial investment may seem costly, the long-term saving in 

your electricity bill may be considerable. 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope you have found some of the tips we have shared helpful in your home 

ownership! We want to be your lifetime Realtor® and friend. Please reach out 

anytime you have a question.  

 

Our best to you,  
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