
 
 

94 Pierce Road  
Peru, Vermont 05152 

Please take the time to read what the owner has shared below. 
 
From seller Perk Perkins 

Why you might want to own this property: 

1. Perhaps the best view in Vermont 

2. 80 Acres of meadows and forest – with no chance of any development in your viewshed 

3. Abundant wildlife outside your doorstep 

4. Avian Food Court and Flower beds designed by Mark Wright of Rugg Valley 

5. House was designed and built by renowned architect Charles Moore for Price Gagarin in 1971 

6. 15 minutes from Manchester, 10 minutes from Londonderry 

7. 2 minutes from JJ Hapgood store, 20 minutes from Weston Theatre 

8. 5 minutes from Bromley, 20 minutes from Stratton 

 

BEST VIEW - Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter – an unobstructed view south that makes you taste the fresh 

air of Vermont.  Pastures and woods stretch to the hilly horizon and at night, you have to look closely to spot 

any lights. The milky way is a highway of stars above that most people in this country seldom see. Winter 

mornings are perhaps my favorite when the SE horizon turns Papaya colored just before the sun rises. And later 

as the sun pours into the house from the south, my dogs bathe in its spotlight.  Come summer, over the top of 

the wildflower patch, my neighbor’s horses graze in the meadow.  Spring and Fall show a daily calendar of color 

spreading across the valley below. 

 

Approx 80 ACRES – MEADOW AND FOREST - The entire view is protected in every direction with 

approx 80 acres most of which is protected with a conservation easement. Hiking trails lead through large wild 

raspberry patches and maple forests to adjacent National Forest land - thousands of acres in scale – that might 



as well be your own backyard.  A local taps the maple trees in exchange for more jugs of maple syrup than I can 

ever use or give away. 

 

ABUNDANT WILDLIFE - Just this afternoon, there were wild turkeys in the yard.  When I walked to the 

car, while others flapped away, one stood sentinel like in the field and a coyote rushed from the forest edge in 

vain hopes of a kill.  The first morning I ever slept here, I awoke to a bull moose in the yard. Coyotes sing at 

night. Fluffy red foxes cross the snow fields in the winter.  White tail deer often greet me when I arrive home in 

the evening.  When I raised bees, black bear were frequent visitors.  At night, the Barred Owls can be heard.  

Geese and herons regularly fly over the house. I’ve kept a list of birds that visit my feeders and it numbers 49 

species. Swallows and bluebirds nest every summer in the houses I put out.  In the Spring,  magnificent male 

Wood Ducks populate the little pond at the foot of the drive. 

 

AVIAN FOOD COURT - Mark Wright is a gifted landscape architect who lives locally and I had him design 

and plant flower beds around my spacious as well as a little graveled courtyard I dubbed my “avian food court”. 

Through the Spring, Summer and early Fall, the flower beds are an ever-changing kaleidoscope of color – 

keeping my indoor vases full and feeding the butterflies and hummingbirds.  Out the kitchen window, similar 

colors adorn the bird feeding courtyard where I supplement the plant-provided foods with seeds from the local 

wild bird store. 

 

ARCHITECT CHARLES MOORE - I bought this house for its view, but came to love the design of the 

house as much as the view. It was designed and built and decorated by Charles Moore upon completing a 5 year 

stint chairing Yale’s School of Architecture. In an article in the NY Times, Moore was described as “one of the 

most influential and prolific practitioners of post-modern design”.  Moore chaired the Berkeley School of 

Architecture from 1960 – 1965 and was the author of nearly a dozen books on architecture.  One of the books 

that features this house will be my gift to the buyer. Moore personally painted the kitchen cupboards in the 

house and placed the Mexican carved figurines where they still sit  in the SW facing room. He was known for 

designing “surpizes” into a house as seen in what I call the staircase to nowhere, the false wall behind the upper 

bedroom that hides a children’s secret play-space, the ladder to the sky-painted bedroom loft, the firewood 

dumb-waiter. Unlike the classic Vermont house designs, Moore located and designed the house where it takes 

maximum advantage of sunlight and makes the most of its amazing views. And in spite of his leanings toward 

contemporary design, he respected the classics enough to put in a magnificent and properly designed Rumford 

fireplace. Of note is that the original owners who contracted Moore were Prince Serge Gagarin (of Russian 

nobility)and his wife, Patty who was the niece to Joseph Pullitzer (of Pullitzer prize fame).  

 



MANCHESTER AND LONDONDERRY - From this location one can get to the grocery stores in 

Manchester in 15 minutes and to the one in Londonderry in 10 minutes.  Even during leaf season the traffic on 

these roads is light. 

 

BOUTIQUES AND ARTS - One of the nicest boutiques in Southern Vermont is only 2 minutes away – JJ 

Hapgood store.  Run by a young enterprising couple, it offers lunches and dinners, take-out, gourmet groceries, 

beer, wine and live music occasionally.  % minutes in the other direction is another nice boutique (Bromley 

Market) that offers much of the same , no live music but has gas pumps.  And the real prize is 15 minutes away 

– The Weston Theatre.  It has some of the finest theatre in New England that ranges from the great musicals to 

new works and premiers.  Of course Manchester offers numerous arts but the Weston Theatre merits a special 

call-out. 

 

SKI MOUNTAINS - For anyone who skis or who has guests who like to ski, the house is ideally located 5 

minutes form Bromley and 20 minutes from Stratton.  It is also worth mentioning that the Catamount Trail is 

only 5 minutes from the house.  The catamount trail is a hiking and XC ski trail that extends from 

Massachusetts to Canada.  It is great for snowshoeing, XC skiing, trail running or hiking and gets much less 

traffic than the Long Trail (which is less than 10 minutes away). 

 

Listed by TPW Real Estate – Annie Bessette – azb@tpw.com 
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