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LOS ANGELES >> Fewer U.S. 
homes entered the foreclo-
sure process or were re-
possessed by lenders last 
month, the latest indica-
tion that the nation’s fore-
closure woes are waning.

Nationally, home repos-
sessions fell 20 percent in 
April from the previous 
month and were down 32 
percent from a year ear-
lier, foreclosure listing 
firm RealtyTrac Inc. said 
Thursday.

Foreclosure starts, the 
initial step in the process 
that can eventually lead to 
a home being foreclosed 
upon, dipped 4 percent 
last month from March 
and tumble 28 percent 
from April last year, the 
firm said.

Even so, homes sched-
uled for auction in states 
where the courts play a 
role in the foreclosure pro-
cess hit the highest level in 
more than two years.

Most homes lined up for 
public auction end up go-
ing back to lenders, which 
opens the door for the 
properties to be placed on 
the market as sharply dis-
counted foreclosed homes.

Still, the prospect that 
a flurry of those homes 
set for auction last month 
will end up on the market 
is good news for the hous-
ing market, said Daren 
Blomquist, a vice presi-
dent at RealtyTrac.

That’s because the re-
bound in housing over the 
past year has been fueled 
in part by rising home val-
ues amid a lagging supply 
of available properties for 
sale.
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RealtyTrac: U.S. 
home repossessions 
fell in April

WASHINGTON (AP) >> Some 
96,000 borrowers who re-
ceived checks to compen-
sate them for wrongful 
foreclosures on their mort-
gages will be getting an 
additional check to correct 
for errors in the initial pay-
ment, the Federal Reserve 
announced Wednesday.

The Fed said the af-
fected borrowers re-
ceived initial compensa-
tion amounts that were 
too low because of errors 
made by Rust Consulting, 
the company handling the 
payments.

The new checks will 
make up the difference be-
tween the amounts that 
should have been paid and 
the lower amount paid by 
Rust. Borrowers are be-
ing told to cash both the 
original check and the 
new checks, which will 
be mailed around May 17. 
The borrowers affected 
had loans serviced by for-
mer subsidiaries of Gold-
man Sachs and Morgan 
Stanley.

The Fed said that about 
96,000 of the 217,000 
checks that were mailed 
to Goldman Sachs and 
Morgan Stanley bor-
rowers had incorrect 
amounts.

The payments were 
part of a settlement that 
13 of the nation’s largest 
banks reached with the 
government in January. 
Under the terms of that 
agreement, the finan-
cial institutions agreed to 
pay a total of $9.3 billion 
in cash and reductions 
of mortgage balances to 
borrowers who either lost 
their homes or were at 
risk of foreclosure.

The banks settled reg-
ulators’ complaints that 
they wrongfully foreclosed 
on borrowers with abuses 
such as “robo-signing,” au-
tomatically signing off on 
foreclosures without prop-
erly reviewing documents.

The settlement covers 
borrowers whose homes 
were in various stages of 
the foreclosure process in 
2009 or 2010.
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Fed says mistakes 
made in mortgage 
settlement
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Playwright and AIDS activist Larry Kramer’s Warren house is on the market.

By Jack Coraggio
jcoraggio@ctcentral.com 
@JackCoraggio on Twitter

As a pristine country home with 
a breathtaking view of the Litchfield 
Hills and the sparkling natural gem 
those hills firmly guard, Lake Waram-
aug, this property is surely enough to 
overwhelm the normal heart.

This is the home of partners Larry 
Kramer, the famed author and gay 
rights and public health activist, and 
David Webster, a successful architect 
and designer who saved the Warren 
property from a state of decay. Now, 
they have put their wondrous apex 
property on the market.

“The house was almost a teardown, 
that’s how bad,” said Mr. Kramer about 
the condition of the home when they 
bought it 12 years ago. “David is the 
one that made it the house it is.”

Not only was the 1977 house in mis-
erable shape but the windows were too 
high and limited what is one of the best 
aspects: the view. The barn-style, post-
and-beam home sits on more than 15 
acres (two lots actually) and has dra-
matic southern and western views, so 
how it was built with such an obstruc-
tion is baffling.

Stacey Matthews of The Matthews 
Group at William Raveis is the list-
ing agent for the home, and despite 
all the lofty homes she has listed, she 
described this one as having a partic-
ularly fine, essentially perfect, views-
cape on the region.

“It is right on the 50-yard line of 
Lake Waramaug,” Ms. Matthews said. 
“It’s magical.”

A magical outdoors is important, 
but one would be remiss to forget 
about the indoors. The home features 
five bedrooms, seven bathrooms, a me-
dia room and a butler’s pantry. There’s 
also an orchard, a gym, a heated pool 
with cabana and outdoor shower, a 
brick terrace with a Jacuzzi and a cro-
quet lawn.

Naturally, Ms. Matthews was eager 
to list these amenities. The home has 
even been featured in Architectural Di-
gest and The New York Observer.

For the arts-and-culture power cou-
ple—high-profile part-time residents 
in an area so favored by wealthy week-
enders that it sees its population and 
societal ranking spike on Friday and 
then diminish on Sunday—it started 
to become a little more than they could 
handle. Mr. Kramer has been living 
with the AIDS virus, amazingly, since 
1988, and it has become crucial that he 
be close to his New York City doctors.

When asked if his egress from the 
Litchfield County is permanent, Mr. 
Kramer said it won’t be if he and Mr. 
Webster can find a house that fits their 
lifestyle better.

“We hope to stay, we just want a 
much smaller house,” said the ac-
claimed playwright. “We love the area 
and we have so many friends up there, 
but I’m turning 78 and my health has 
been erratic for a few years.”

Yet he still works, as he always has. 
Actually, he had little time to speak be-
cause he was past deadline on one of 
his newest projects, a novel.

He produced and wrote the screen-
play for the film of D. H. Lawrence’s 
classic novel, “Women in Love.” His 

screenplay was nominated for an 
Academy Award, and the film re-
ceived three additional nominations. 
Mr. Kramer is a recipient of the Award 
in Literature from the American Acad-
emy of Arts and Letters.

Perhaps his flagship work is his 
play about the early years of AIDS, 
“The Normal Heart,” which holds the 
record for being the longest-running 
play at Joseph Papp’s Public Theater in 
New York. A recent revival on Broad-
way won the play three Tony Awards.

The play will be made into a film this 
year by HBO Films, with an impressive 
cast that includes Julia Roberts, Mark 
Ruffalo and Jim Parsons. It will be di-
rected by Glee creator Ryan Murphy. 
HBO will also be producing a biogra-
phy of Mr. Kramer’s life to air simul-
taneously.

On the activist front, as just one ex-
ample, in 1981 Mr. Kramer co-founded 

Gay Men’s Health Crisis, which is still 
the world’s largest provider of services 
to those with AIDS.

Then there is Mr. Webster, the prin-
cipal in David Webster and Associates, 
an architectural design firm that spe-
cializes in architectural renovation, 
restoration and interior design. His 
work has been seen in numerous pub-
lications, such as The New York Times 
and Architectural Digest.

“We’ve been together since 1994 
or 95,” said Mr. Kramer, adding, 
“This house has so many wonderful 
memories.”

The property is listed at $3.5 mil-
lion. And Mr. Kramer told The Li-
tchfield county times he’s “not going 
to budge a buck.”

For more information, see the 
Web site at www.staceymatthews.
com, or call 860-868-9066.
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Author Kramer’s house 
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RIDGEFIELD >> Coldwell Banker Resi-
dential Brokerage is pleased to an-
nounce that it has donated $2,500 to 
the Doug Flutie, Jr. Foundation for 
Autism through its charitable foun-
dation, the Coldwell Banker Resi-
dential Brokerage Cares Founda-
tion.

The donation was made in honor 
and memory of Josephine “Joey” 
Gay, Daniel Barden and all of the 
children and teachers who tragically 
lost their lives during a shooting at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School in 
Newtown on Dec. 14, 2012.

The goal of the foundation is to 
improve the quality of life for peo-
ple and families living with autism, 
by increasing the awareness of au-
tism and the unique challenges of 

families who are faced with it ev-
ery day. The foundation strives to 
support families by helping them 
find the resources they need and by 
funding advocacy programs as well 
as educational, therapeutic and rec-
reational opportunities. 

“Our team at Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage is very 
pleased that we were able to pres-
ent this donation in memory of Joey, 
Daniel and the other victims who 
were killed in December. We are 
deeply saddened that the families 
at Sandy Hook Elementary School 
had to suffer the loss of their loved 
ones in such a horrific manner, and 
wanted to find a way to honor them,” 
said Cathleen Smith, president of 
Coldwell Banker Residential Bro-

kerage in Connecticut & Westches-
ter County, N.Y. 

The Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage Cares Foundation is sup-
ported by the local sales associates 
and staff of Coldwell Banker Resi-
dential Brokerage. Through regular 
donations, fund-raising events and 
volunteer support, Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage sales asso-
ciates and staff demonstrate their 
commitment to unity, hope and vi-
sion in the communities of Connecti-
cut and Westchester County. 

 Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage Cares Foundation is a 
chapter of The Realogy Founda-
tion, Inc., a 501(c)(3) public charity. 
The primary purpose of the Cold-
well Banker Residential Brokerage 

Cares Foundation is to raise funds 
and provide financial assistance to 
an array of nonprofit organizations 
with an emphasis on supporting 
housing-related causes in the com-
munities where we have a presence.  

Coldwell Banker Residential Bro-
kerage, a leading residential real 
estate brokerage company in Con-
necticut and Westchester County, 
N.Y., operates approximately 50 of-
fices with more than 2,100 sales as-
sociates serving the communities 
of Connecticut and Westchester 
County, N.Y. Coldwell Banker Res-
idential Brokerage is part of NRT 
LLC, the nation’s largest residential 
real estate brokerage company. For 
more information, please visit www.
ColdwellBankerMoves.com.
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Coldwell Banker foundation 
raises money for autism charity

MARC VANASSE

The pool area and deck.


