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A central doctrine of school life 
at Indian Mountain School in 
Salisbury is that every child in 

the pre-K-grade 9 population should 
be provided a safe, nurturing environ-
ment that encourages him or her to ex-
pand personal horizons. Children are 
encouraged to stretch their creative 
wings academically, artistically and on 
the athletic fields. 

“We try to encourage our kids to 
take risks,” said headmaster Mark 
Devey, “and one of the best ways to do 
that is to model that behavior your-
self.”

Mr. Devey is following his own 
advice this summer when he extends 
his personal boundaries, returning to 
the stage for the first time since his 
high school days. “I am nervous and 
sometimes exhilarated,” he said. “I am 
taking a huge risk doing this because I 
will be on stage a lot.”

The headmaster will have three 
roles in “Monty Python’s Spamalot,” 
TriArts’ first production of the 2013 
season, to be staged June 26 through 
July 7 on the main stage of the theater 
company’s Sharon playhouse. He will 
play a knight, Sir Bevedere, an old 
woman—one of his favorite roles from 
Monty Python scripts—and Sir Lance-
lot’s horse. “I will be in 15 produc-
tions—that will be intense,” he said.

“Monty Python began when I was a 
teenager,” he said. “When I was young 
I was outside all the time taking part 
in sports, but when I got a chance, I 
liked to watch classic films.” 

And “Monty Python and the Holy 
Grail” was, indeed, a classic spoof for 
children growing up in the 1980s and 
’90s. “I liked it for its wit and humor—
but also for its historical references,” 
he said.

Mr. Devey grew up attending Mora-
vian Academy in Bethlehem, Penn., 
a school that was much like Indian 
Mountain. “My first headmaster was 
my father,” he explained. “He was head 
of a school a lot like Indian Mountain 
were the students were expected to 
take part in everything. Most of the 
students did it all—that was my family’s 
philosophy and it made life much more 
fulfilling. I was a successful athlete 
and still appeared in every play. The 
director would give me a smaller lead 
so I didn’t have to be at every rehearsal 
[when I was playing sports].”

College put an end to his acting 
days but as soon as he had finished 
his education and started teaching, 
the performing arts began to sneak in 
again. He taught at Harvard Westlake, 
a college preparatory school in Los 
Angeles, where as a teacher he capital-
ized on the “middle-school humor” of 
Monty Python in his classes. 

“When I started teaching middle-
school classes I would have Monty Py-
thon as an elective,” he said. “I have all 
of the scripts and it is a great place for 
kids to get involved in humor. I used 
to direct Monty Python Nights when I 

was at Harvard Westlake. There were 
a number of families at that school 
who were in the film and television 
business and I had Jason Segel and 
Jake Gyllenhaal in my ninth- and 10th-
grade classes.”

He has moved far away from 
Lotus Land now, but he still mines the 
humor of Monty Python in his Con-
necticut classes. “It’s a blast,” he said, 
“especially when the kids are able to 
perform or write a scene in a ‘Python-
esque’ style.”

Even though his recent theatrical 
experience has been confined to the 
classroom or occasionally directing a 
student play, Mr. Devey said he has 
not lost his appreciation of grease-
paint. He is an enthusiastic supporter 
of TriArts, a regional theater that com-
bines the talents of professional the-
ater people, university students who 

earn college credits for their summer’s 
work in Sharon, and local thespians. 

“I was on the board of TriArts,” he 
said, “and I love what they are doing 
having professionals and some local 
folks woven into their productions. Tri-
Arts sometimes uses the school during 
the summer for rehearsals and some of 
the actors stay here. Indian Mountain 
tries to support local organizations 
that way.”

Now, he is moving his passive 
appreciation of the performing arts 
into a more active role. “A couple of 
times I tried out for roles at TriArts, 
but I never really had the time. When 
‘Spamalot’ came along, I thought, ‘This 
is impossible,’ but I had a chance to 
try to squeeze this in. My wife said, 
‘Why don’t you give it a go,’ and both 
my daughters are deeply involved 
in theater. I thought I would at least 

audition. I was nervous, but I got a call 
back. I was a little more intimidated 
when I saw who was going to direct 
the play.”

“Spamalot” will be directed by 
Jennifer Werner, who is currently the 
associate director of the “Book of 
Mormon” on Broadway. Her diverse 
body of work as a choreographer in-
cludes “The Black Suits,”ABC’s “Ugly 
Betty,” “My Fair Lady” and more. 

Her husband, Thomas Cannizzaro, 
who will play King Arthur, was in the 
original Broadway cast of “Monty 
Python’s Spamalot,” where he under-
studied Tim Curry in the role. He was 
also seen in the Broadway revival of 
“Cabaret” directed by Sam Mendes. 
Regionally, he has been seen in “The 
Full Monty,” “Jim Henson’s Emmet 
Otter,” and “Fiddler on the Roof.” 

As for “Spamalot” itself, the 2005 
Broadway production was directed 
by Mike Nichols and won three Tony 
Awards. The musical spoof is based on 
the 1975 British comedy film, “Monty 
Python and the Holy Grail,” which 
was, in itself, a spin-off of the popular 
BBC program, “Monty Python’s flying 
Circus.”

“I am used to being in charge,” said 
the headmaster. “It will be really in-
teresting to be a pawn in this produc-
tion. But I will learn a lot and I think 
it will help me in my work. It’s been a 
long time—really since I went to grad 
school—since I was thrown into the 
fire.”

He said he will call on his daugh-
ters, Maddigan and Sarah, sixth- and 
eighth-graders at IMS, to help him 
learn his lines.

The busy headmaster will dedi-
cate most of his vacation time to the 
rehearsals and performance. While he 
likes to sing—as a tenor he performs 
with a parents’ band dubbed Harlem 
Line—and has danced before, he wor-
ries a bit about the demands on his 
“titanium knee.”

“I am nervous,” he said, “but I think 
I will be ready.”

“Spamalot” will be staged June 26 
at 2 p.m.; June 27 at 2 and 7 p.m.; June 
28 at 8 p.m.; June 29 at 2 and 8 p.m.; 
June 30 at 1 and 5 p.m.; July 3, 2 p.m.; 
July 4, 7 p.m.; July 5, 8 p.m.; July 6 at 
2 and 8 p.m., and July 7 at 1 and 5p.m. 
Tickets range in price from $16 for a 
child at a matinee performance to $47 
for premium evening seating. The box 
office, 860-364-7469, is open Tues-
day through Saturday, 2-6 p.m., and 
Sunday, 1- 5 p.m., during the summer 
and online anytime. On performance 
days box office  hours are extended 
to curtain time and open earlier for 
matinees. 

All sales are final. Tickets are held 
at “will call” unless instructed other-
wise. Tickets purchased by phone will 
incur a $3 fee per ticket. There is no 
fee for tickets purchased in person 
when paid by cash or check. Tickets 
can be purchased online, by phone or 
in person. Mastercard and Visa are 
accepted.
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Mark Devey, headmaster at Indian Mountain School in Salisbury, will tread the 
boards at TriArts this summer as part of the cast of “Spamalot.”
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Lake Waramaug Views
Home of Tony Award winner and Academy Award
nominee, Larry Kramer. Over 15 acres (2 lots),
potential for a family compound, or tax benefits
from a conservation easement. 5 bedrooms, 6.5
baths, office, media room, sun porch, cabana, pool,
Jacuzzi, croquet lawn, 4 car garage and lake views.
New Listing $3,500,000

1940’s Charming Merryall Colonial
Recently renovated to the highest standards and
maintaining charms of an antique house. Gunite
heated pool, Jacuzzi, studio with half bath, game
room above garage with potential as guest space.
26+/- acres of flat land, open fields, stone walls,
orchard, pond and mature trees. Top Merryall location.
New Listing $1,850,000

Lake Waramaug with Dock
On the 50 yard line of the nicest lake in CT with
over 170 feet of lake frontage. Surrounded by
the most spectacular homes in the area. Facing
south to enjoy all day sun, lake views and sunsets!
Stone steps down to a gorgeous stone terrace
and dock. 4-5 bedrooms, 2 baths, large flat lawn.
New Listing $1,595,000

Washington Hideaway
All newly renovated and expanded in 2005. Gourmet
kitchen opens to the family room. 4 bedrooms
plus game room above 3 car garage. Living room
opens with French doors to mahogany deck with
a large flat yard and tree top views. Private, quiet
location on great country road. Just minutes to town.
New Price $1,725,000

Floren Pond Revery
Enjoy swimming, non-motorized boating and
fishing from your own dock with over 200 ft. of
water frontage. A perfect 3 bedroom cottage sitting
40 feet from the water with large open lawn to
the 22+/- acre lake. 3 season sun porch. Freshly
painted, many recent upgrades. Sunset Views!
New Listing $385,000 Jessica Travelstead

1800s Georgian Brick Colonial
The front of the house overlooks land trust fields
and distant mountains, the back opens up to multiple
fields and stone walls. Surrounded by large estates.
4-5 bedrooms, 4 baths, 5 fireplaces, stone terrace,
heated gunite pool, attic playroom with full bath,
9+/- acres. The views will take your breath away!
New Listing $1,495,000


