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When it comes to the preserva-

tion of the environment in a highly 
industrialized 21st century, there 
is always more work to be done. 
Margaret Miner of Litchfield, a 
member of the board of directors 
for the Connecticut League of 
Conservation Voters and execu-
tive director of the Rivers Alliance 
of Connecticut, sees 2014 as no ex-
ception.

The Connecticut League of 
Conservation Voters (CTLCV) is 
a bipartisan, statewide, nonprofit 
watchdog organization that pro-
tects the environment by making it 
a priority for elected leaders, while 
the Rivers Alliance of Connecticut 
is a statewide non-profit organiza-
tion that protect Connecticut’s riv-
ers

Although she believes there 
will be fewer environmental bills 
submitted to the Connecticut Gen-
eral Assembly in its current short 
session, she predicts, “It will be a 
very busy year, even if the legis-
lation that passes is limited. You 
have to work so hard just to stay 
even when it comes to the environ-
ment.”

Among the issues she sees that 
require vigilance in the coming 
year are fracking, pesticides, pro-
tection for state lands and water 
planning. 

“Fracking will be a big issue,” 
she said, adding that she had spent 
Tuesday night in Norwalk where 
two Connecticut legislators, Jona-
than Steinberg and Tony Whang, 
had explained their support of leg-
islation that would ban fracking in 
Connecticut. 

“I hope pesticides will be an is-
sue again,” she continued. “A study 
has shown that all our streams have 
pesticides in them. For the past few 
years, it has been a stand-off be-
tween people who want to get rid 
of the ban on lawn care pesticides 
at schools, public parks, etc. That’s 
what many legislators are looking 
for, but Andrew Fleischmann [D-
118] introduced legislation to ex-
tend the prohibition on schools to 
high schools as well as middle and 
elementary school. So, far it’s been 
a pretty much of a stand-off.”

She noted that state lands have 
no mandatory restrictions if they 
are transferred to other owner-
ship. “The proposed land swap a 
few years ago in Haddam, where 
the state was going to swap wildlife 
management land with a private 
developer, has shone a light on the 
issue of the conveyance act. Most 
of the time the parcels the state 
conveys each year are not impor-
tant—but every year the list con-
tains something that is significant. 
We [the Connecticut League of 
Conservation Voters] try to fig-
ure out what it means and to alert 
people. Some of these parcels are 

important for water conservation. 
We’re working hard and getting 
media attention to get protection 
for state property.”

Water planning is near and dear 
to the heart of the Rivers Alliance 
executive director. “We are plan-
ning lots of action on the theme of 
water planning,” she promised. 

She said the 2013 legislative 
session was “so-so” for the envi-
ronment and predicts 2014 will be 
about the same. In addition to be-
ing a short legislative session, it is 
an election year. “Nobody is inter-
ested in raising hot button issues,” 
she said. “[The legislators want] 
limited contentious discussions. 
And the people who feel that way 
are usually in position to control 
agenda somewhat.”

But whether they dodge the 
tough issues or not, they can count 
on the Connecticut League of 
Conservation Voters looking over 
their shoulders. 

Each year the CTLCV pub-
lishes a legislative scorecard that 
grades state senators and rep-
resentatives on their environ-
mental votes. Ms. Miner and her 
colleagues on the Connecticut 
League of Conservation Voters 
(CTLCV)—Martha Phillips, board 
member and past executive direc-
tor of the Concord Coalition, and 
Lori Brown, executive director of 
CTLCV—will present the 2013 
Environmental Scorecard on Sun-
day, March 2, at 2 p.m. at the Minor 
Memorial Library in Roxbury.

“One of the themes we discuss 
in the CTLCV is how many issues 
and votes should we be scoring,” 
she said. “An advantage of scoring 
a large number of bills is people 
may be able to vote on bills in 
committee. A legislator might get 
only one vote or may have mul-
tiple votes as it goes to different 
committees. The more votes there 
are, the more data points you have. 
The argument on other side is that 
legislators would like to see us fo-
cus on a few issues. A legislator’s 
score may be up one year or down 
the next, so we try to score lifetime 
performance, too.”

The 2013 scorecard was re-
leased last November and 20 state 
legislators, all Democrats, received 
perfect scores. Salisbury Democrat 
from the 64th District, Roberta 
Willis, a consistent supporter of 
the environment, achieved a score 
of 95 for 2013 and 97 as a lifetime 
score. “Roberta Willis is one of my 
heroes,” Ms. Miner said.

She said the Northwest Cor-
ner of Connecticut is particularly 
prone to support environmental 
issues, an advocacy mirrored in the 
Northeast. Votes in other sections 
of the state reflect the personal 
convictions of the legislative repre-
senatives.

Sen. Donald E. Williams (D-
29), Sen. John McKinney (R-28), 
Rep. James Albis (D-99), Rep. 
Timothy Bowles (D-42), Rep. 

Andrew Fleischman (D-18), Rep. 
Matthew Lesser (D-100), Rep. 
Philip Miller (D-36), Rep. Arthur 
O’Neill (R-69), Rep. Gail Lavielle 
(R-143), Rep. Diana Urban (D-43) 
and Ms. Willis were singled out for 
special praise in the scorecard.

Other regional leaders, Sen. 
Clark Chapin [R-30] and Rep. Ce-
cilia Buck-Taylor [R-67], both of 
New Milford, scored lower at 72 
and 63 respectively. Richard Smith 
[R-102], whose district includes 
parts of New Milford and Sher-
man, scored 71.

“We don’t score people un-
less we alert them this is an issue 
we will score,” she said. “For a few 
votes, we have asked ourselves if 
we had alerted people properly, 
but it is a 100-percent rule. We send 
alerts frequently to the legisla-
ture—not that they will get scored 
but that they might be scored. We 
also don’t score a vote if the lan-
guage is so murky you can’t under-
stand it or if the bill has good and 
bad sections. Budget implementer 
bills usually have ‘rat’ or two in 
there and are difficult to score.”

Despite the disparity in scores, 
Ms. Miner says the CTLCV is a 
bipartisan organization that “strug-
gles to stay that way.” “It is one of 
our core principals,” she said. “Our 
co-chairmen are always from dif-
ferent parties. Ken Bernard is a 
Republican and David Bingham 
came from a staunch Republican 
family but switched out of that par-
ty a couple of years ago. We are bi-
partisan and in Connecticut that’s 
much easier than it perhaps is in 
most other states. In any case, it is 
easier than the national pattern. 
Connecticut has a strong tradition 
of environmentalism among some 
influential Republicans.”

Still, she added, “Republican 
legislators have pointed out to us 
that the Republican caucus is not 
as pro-environment and some in-

dividual members may not want 
to fight their caucus and may be 
under pressure to vote against or 
to bypass an environmental issue. 
Still, there are many good Repub-
licans we work with and we are 
hoping to form an environmental 
caucus that would include both 
parties.”

Added to party differences 
over environmental issues is the 
economy. “It’s very definitely more 
difficult to get attention for the en-
vironment when the legislators’ at-
tention is on the economy and jobs. 
With the pressure of the deficit, it’s 
been harder to get attention. No 
one wants to vote for anything that 
costs money. There are exceptions, 
but the general feeling among leg-
islators is that they are sympathet-
ic, but don’t bring anything that will 
cost money. Sometimes things are 
passed, but it’s an uphill fight.”

Ms. Miner is used to the uphill 
fight. She has been fighting for the 
environment since she became 
executive director of the Roxbury 
Land trust. She joined the CTLVC 
in 2000. “I was invited to one of 
their meetings. It’s a very small or-
ganization, but even though I had 
no lobbying experience, I thought, 
‘This will be invaluable if issues I 
care about are scored by it.’ I have 
an entrée and impact I couldn’t 
have on own. 

She found her way into envi-
ronmentalism almost by accident. 
“I had been a reporter for Voices 
and went to every meeting in two 
towns. From that, I heard the Rox-
bury Land Trust was advertising 
for an executive director. I applied 
and got it. It was a bit of a stretch 
because I had no experience in 
land management, but they were 
making wonderful acquisitions at 
that time. I look back with yearn-
ing on how easy it was to get 
money then. I’d be at the transfer 
station and people would come up 

and offer us money.”
Roxbury became involved in 

the Shepaug River lawsuit against 
Waterbury and through that Ms. 
Miner heard that River Alliances 
was looking for an executive direc-
tor. “I applied and they took a big 
chance in hiring me. At that time I 
knew more about philosophy than 
I did about rivers, but after a while 
things got better and I have been 
doing that since the end of 1999.”

It was not the first stretch, Ms. 
Miner had made in her profession-
al career. Prior to wandering into 
the field of land and water conser-
vation, she had been an editor for 
a variety of publications. “I was an 
editor with a couple of book proj-
ects, mostly reference books. One 
very successful project, believe it or 
not, was an Encyclopedia of Phi-
losophy, but most were science and 
medical works.”

She laughs when she remem-
bers taking on the philosophy proj-
ect. “I expected to be fired in the 
first month, but I had no other job. 
The trick is that articles should be 
comprehensible to any high school 
sophomore. If the writing was clear, 
it took you a long way. Then, it is 
important to read around the sub-
ject, even reading foreign sources 
to make sure it is not plagiarized 
from the Spanish. I did one book 
that was way over my head, and I 
thought, ‘How can I establish my 
credibility?’ So I checked every 
single formula in the first chapter 
and found one where the answer 
was wrong. The author was so im-
pressed that it was Chapter 10 be-
fore he started questioning me.”

Ms. Miner and her husband, 
the late writer and editor Hugh 
Rawson, moved to the Northwest 
Corner of Connecticut in the mid-
1980s when their children were 
young. “My family did have a 
place in Kent. We were summer 
people in Kent when there was no 
one there but farmers. When my 
husband and I decided we should 
move from the city, this is where we 
started looking.”

Even though she grew up in 
Manhattan, she remembers lik-
ing to be outside as a child. “As a 
child I used to play in the fields and 
woods. We lived right next to Cen-
tral Park and in those days children 
could play in the park. If you were 
outside and were quiet, you could 
see all kinds of different animals.”

If Ms. Miner and her colleagues 
on the Connecticut League of 
Conservation Voters have their 
way, many other children will en-
joy the same pleasures in decades 
to come.

The March 2 presentation is 
part of the Minor Library board’s 
“A Town Wants to Know” series. 
The free program is sponsored by 
the Roxbury Land Trust and Con-
servation Commission. Seating is 
limited; call Valerie Annis, library 
director, for more information at 
860-350-2181.

Working Toward a Healthy World

Margaret Miner serves as executive director of Rivers Alliance 
of Connecticut and is on the board of Connecticut League of 
Conservation Voters.
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Roxbury’s Finest
1792 Colonial renovated to perfection inside
and out and loaded with charm. 3 bedroom
main house + guest house. Stone terrace,
barn with gym and game room (football and
pool table), pond, all flat land, heated gunite
pool. Walk to library, town park, playground.
Available August 4 thru Labor Day @ $17,000

Washington Colonial
Complete privacy in this charming hilltop
home. Plenty of flat land, elegant and fresh
furnishings, heated gunite pool, 4 bedrooms, 2.5
baths open kitchen, beautiful deck for outside
dining. Available Memorial Day thru Labor
Day @ $50,000 More time available

Sophisticated Bridgewater Antique
Renovated with taste and style. 5 bedroom main
house + 1 bedroom guest house. Gorgeous new
sun room with views of the property, bar, 2 offices.
Heated gunite pool, basketball, professional
landscaping, all flat land. Boat launch for Lake
Lillanonah nearby. Utilities Incl. Available first
2 weeks in July and/or August @ $9,000 per week

Roxbury Luxury Cottage
Cottage-Style 3 bed + guest house. Renovated
to the highest standards. Kitchen opens to great
rm, breakfast nook, and media rm. Screened
porch with wrap around terrace and spectacular
landscaping. Glorious mountain-top pool with
views, pool house, outdoor fireplace, sauna.
Available July @ $20,000

Perfect Washington Cape
Immaculate 3 bedroom 2 bath Cape
with covered porch. Open and bright
interior. Private level yard. Just minutes to
Washington Green, convenient to Steep Rock
Land Trust and Washington town beach.
Available August @ $12,000

Top Merryall Location
Chance to stay in Tony award winning director,
Jack O’Brien’s, lovingly created dream house.
3 beds + 1 bed guest house. Gorgeous gunite
heated pool & lg terrace. 3rd floor look-out
room for cocktails with a view! Available
Memorial Day thru Labor Day @ $45,000
More time available


