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S
ALISBURY—Dr. Geoffrey Rossano
of Salisbury joined some illustrious
company recently when he received the

2010 Theodore and Franklin D. Roosevelt
Naval History Prize for his recently released
book, “Stalking The U-Boat: U.S. Naval
Aviation In Europe During World War I.”

The Roosevelt Institute presented the
award in partnership with the Theodore
Roosevelt Association and the New York
Council of the Navy League. Both Theodore
Roosevelt and Franklin D. Roosevelt were
assistant secretaries of the Navy early in
their careers and both were enthusiastic
naval historians. In 1882, at age 24, Theodore
Roosevelt, a prolific writer, even penned “The
Naval War of 1812,” recounting the efforts
of the nascent U.S. Navy and establishing his
professional reputation as a serious historian.

One hundred years after the period
recounted by Theodore Roosevelt, the
American Navy was an established power,
but aviation, only 15 years after the Wright
Brothers wobbled into the air at Kitty Hawk,
was just emerging as a military tool.

“As 2011 marks the 100th anniversary of
U.S. naval aviation, we are especially pleased
that this fine work has come out in time to
remind us just how important these early
experiences were to the development of U.S.
naval air power,” said Nicholas Ludington,
Roosevelt Institute governor and chairman
of the judging committee for the prize. “The
judges were quite impressed by Dr. Rossano’s
compelling narrative and scholarship and
were unanimous in their support for his
book.”

Winning the prize came as a surprise to its
author because, as he related in an interview
this week, he had not known the book had
been submitted for consideration.

He said he cannot think of a time when he
was not interested in aviation. “When I was
a child on Long Island, every week we would
pass the marker where Lindbergh took off on
his flight,” he recounted. “And Mitchel Field
was there, with the heavy cargo planes going
in and out.”

Mitchel Field was enough to fuel the
imagination of any budding aviation historian.
It was established in 1918, just the period
that Dr. Rossano later covered in his book, as
Hazelhurst Aviation Field No. 2 and was later
renamed Mitchel Field in honor of former
New York City Mayor John Purrou Mitchel,
who was killed while training for the air
service in Louisiana.

Dr. Rossano read extensively about
aviation as a boy and, after his undergraduate
studies, “got it into my head that I was going
to interview World War I flyers—who I
thought were older than God!”

He drove around the country, meeting

Dr. Geoffrey Rossano at home in Salisbury.

Vaillant House: 6-8 bedroom main house, sunroom, library, huge artist's
studio with vaulted ceiling and fireplace, guest/carriage house, additional
building lot, mature trees and gardens. $3,500,000

Aglin Farms: 4-6 bedroom main house, gym, paneled office, sunroom,
pool, tennis, pond, guesthouse, caretaker or in-law apt, mature trees,
lovely gardens, barn. $4,600,000
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Erick Rossiter is renowned in Litchfield
County for the magical homes he designed at
the turn of the century on the Washington
Green. Only 15 of these homes remain and it
is uncommon to have 2 of the finest on the
market at the same time. I am uniquely priv-
ileged to present The Vaillant House and
Aglin Farms to you. The Vaillant house has
not been on the market since its construction
over a century ago. It is the most private of
the Rossiters, located on over 35 acres, with
a long winding driveway. Aglin Farms has
been lovingly restored and meticulously
maintained by its current owners and has had
a major recent price reduction. It also offers
privacy with its 10 manicured acres. Please
see www.staceymatthews.com for more
photos and give us a call to take a look!
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