
The hype and unsubstan-
tiated hope behind the self-

driving car
mo v em e n t
continues un-
abated, dis-
tracting from
address ing
necessities of
old “mobili-
ties” such as
inadequate
public tran-

sit and upgrading highway
and rail infrastructure.
At a conference on Driv-

erless Cars sponsored by the
GeorgeWashingtonUniver-
sity Law School earlier this
month, the legal landscape
of unresolved problems and
unasked questions were de-
liberated for a full day:
What are the legal re-

quirements that should be
applied to the testing phase,
the deployment phase, lia-
bility and insurance, im-
pacts on displaced work-
ers, cyber-security, privacy,
and antitrust?

A takeaway from this
gathering was the num-
ber of mind-numbing un-
resolved systems awaiting
this new, untested technol-
ogy.
First, a little background

— car ownership and car
sales are expected to flatten
or decline due to ride-shar-
ing and a new generation
of consumers that is less
inclined to purchase mo-
tor vehicles. How is the in-
dustry to react? By adding
high-priced value to motor
vehicles, already described
as computers on wheels.
Voilà, the race for the driv-
erless car! The mass me-
dia took the bait and over-
reported each company’s
sensationalized press re-
leases, announcing break-
throughs without disclos-
ing the underlying data.
The arrogance of the algo-
rithms, among many other
variables, bypassed simple
daily realties, such as bus-
tling traffic in cities like

New York.
In the shadows were the

daily tribulations of Amer-
icans just trying to get to
and from work, especially
the poor and those who
don’t own a vehicle.
Don’t expect driverless

cars to be taking over any-
time in the next few de-
cades. Autonomous vehi-
cles do not exist in the au-
tonomous contexts of daily
life. Start with how to fit
these futuristic vehicles in
a sea of over two hundred
fifty million driven vehi-
cles in the US. It’s easy to
score driverless vehicles in
well-orchestrated courses
with minimum traffic over
low mileage. Apply that
controlled scenario to the
scale and complexity of ac-
tual roads with actual driv-
ers in actual conditions and
the difficulties multiply
enormously.
The industry--from Sil-

icon Valley to Detroit—ar-
gues safety. Robotic sys-

tems do not get drunk, fall
asleep at the wheel or de-
velop poor driving skills.
But computers fail often;
they are often susceptible
to hacking—whether by
the manufacturers, deal-
ers or deadly actors. Hack-
ing is a driverless car indus-
try’s nightmare and Ameri-
can motorists can see why.
They like to remain in con-
trol and not have their en-
gine stop, accelerate or be
turned in disastrous direc-
tions by remote interven-
tions.
Already, Volkswagen and

other companies have been
caught by law enforcement
manipulating software
emission controls on a gi-
gantic scale.
Until that distant dream

by the technocrats when
all vehicles are driverless is
realized, there may be less
safety because of the mix of
autonomous and human-
operated vehicles.
On top of all this is the

emerging demand to re-
write the rules so that there
is less mandatory regu-
lations (to be replaced by
mere guidelines), less tort
liability, less clear contrac-
tual responsibility between
the many inputting compa-
nies, less openness for the
data, far less privacy pro-
tections, and little atten-
tion to the awesome public
investment needed for pre-
paring highways and other
facilities.
Already, Level Three—an

autonomous vehicle need-
ing emergency replacement
by the surrogate human
driver—is being viewed as
unworkable by specialists at
MIT and elsewhere. The hu-
man driver, lulled and pre-
occupied, can’t take back
control in time.
Modern mass transit has

shown how drivers who
choose to become passen-
gers can relax and not have
to drive. Why won’t we con-
centrate on what can be im-

proved and expanded to get
safer, efficient, less pollut-
ing mobility?
Over forty years ago

Northwestern University
transportation specialists
developed a plan for “per-
sonalized public transit,”
meaning, for example, con-
necting your car to a mono-
rail system for daily com-
mutes!
The driverless car is

bursting forth without a le-
gal, ethical and priorities
framework. Already asking
for public subsidies, com-
panies can drain much-
needed funds for available
mass transit services and
the industry’s own vehicle
safety upgrades in favor of
a technological will-o’-the-
wisp.
For a clear, detailed look

at the risks posed by driv-
erless cars, read the new re-
port, Self-Driving Vehicles:
The Threat to Consumers,
by Harvey Rosenfield of
Consumer Watchdog.
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committee rooms are not
important. Many are triv-
ial, as much of what is said
is just political posturing,
special pleading, or even
incoherent.
So in watching “Veep”

rather than pretending to
be fascinated by the pros
and cons of solar panels

on farms, Berger proba-
bly didn’t miss anything
important. He was still
ready to do his duty if the
agenda became more com-
pelling.
Many years ago a young

newspaper reporter began
to gain an appreciation of
trivia in both government
and journalism as he sat
at the press table covering
Town Council meetings in
Vernon.
To pass the time more

pleasantly when discus-
sion seemed inconsequen-
tial, he and a reporter for
another newspaper would
get out a piece of scrap
paper and play dots and
squares.
Meanwhile a third

newspaper reporter at
the meeting, a venera-
ble woman who should
have retired 20 years ear-
lier but bravely soldiered
on, slumped over and fell
asleep on the table when-

ever the meeting lasted
more than an hour.
When she retired at last,

the council adopted a res-
olution hailing her as the
exemplar of journalism.
No one asked whether

the resolution meant that
journalism was better
awake or asleep.
Someone could have

had fun playing “gotcha”
there, but in the end it too
would have been trivial.

Look what else is
missing

This week U.S. Sen.
Chris Murphy, D-Conn.,
undertook some political
theater, traipsing around
Washington purportedly
in search of the Senate
Republican leadership’s
medical insurance legis-
lation, which was not yet
available.
In fact Murphy was

seeking only to agitate

his political base in pur-
suit of campaign dona-
tions, which, citing his
theatrics, he began solic-
iting the next day.
But Murphy just as

well might have come
home to traipse around
the state Capitol in Hart-
ford in search of a state
budget proposal from his
own party’s leadership
in the General Assembly.
There isn’t one of those
either, and so Gov. Dan-
nel P. Malloy is figuring
out how to run state gov-
ernment without a bud-
get.
Maybe Connecticut’s

Republican leaders can
stage a search for a Dem-
ocratic budget and do
some fundraising off
that.

Chris Powell is
managing editor of the
Journal Inquirer in
Manchester, Connecticut.
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Sunset Views!
Custom 4 bedroom Litchfield colonial. Open floor plan with
spacious custom kitchen. Geothermal heating and cooling.
Covered front porch with meadow views.

Offering Price $574,900

Litchfield Modern
Open fields and complete privacy. 4 bedrooms + office w/ full
bath that could be used as a 5th bedroom. Walls of windows take
in dramatic landscaping. Gorgeous 50’ oval pool with views.

$1,295,000.

Western Views!
Elegant Bantam home on 6+/- acres with views from every room.
Gourmet kitchen, formal dining room. 4 bedrooms. Outdoor
entertaining area with pool.

New Price $825,000

Pinnacle House
One of the best Washington homes to come on the market in years. A+ views, A+ location and A+ house. Sweeping vistas over hundreds of acres of preserved land. Newly renovated from top to bottom.
5 en-suite bedrooms, 9 new Waterworks bathrooms. Custom kitchen and wine cellar. Guesthouse, 5 car garaging. Complete privacy and plenty of flat land.

Offering Price $5,250,000

Largest Lot on Lake Waramaug
6.80+/- acres. All site work & engineering done for 4 bedroom
house w/ pool. Enjoy lake front sunsets, entertaining, swimming,
fishing and dock.

Offering Price $3,500,000

Sherman’s Modern Masterpiece
Long private driveway leads to stunning property w/ spectacular
views. Great room walks out to lg terrace. 4+ bedrms w/ ensuite
baths + office + media room & screened porch.

New Price $1,350,000

Bucolic Setting
Architecturally designed 5,000+/- sq. ft. brick country home.
77+/- acre estate with fruit trees, fenced pastures. Barns, studio/
office, garaging for 8 vehicles.

New Price $1,895,000
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