
WATERBURY >> The Winter Jazz Se-
ries continues at the Palace Theater 
Poli Club on Friday Jan.  6 with the 
Melissa Newman Trio.  

Showtimes are 7 and 9 p.m., with 
the bar and doors opening at 6:15 
p.m. Tucked behind the Westport 
Playhouse, walking into The Dress-
ing Room, the restaurant started by 
Paul Newman, was much like walk-
ing into a wonderful old barn. Un-
der the garland of lights strung up 
outside, and into a cozy nest of dark 
wood, old theatrical posters, a roar-
ing fireplace and, above the bar, a 
television that alternated New-

man’s movies with the ball game. 
Replacing the busy hum of conver-
sation every other Friday were the 
dulcet and lovely tones of a female 
jazz singer who, together with gui-
tar and bass, filled the room with 
her rich voice. 

Melissa Newman may chat in be-
tween songs, and has been known 
to shout out the score, on occasion, 
for those who might have missed a 
good play. She grew up loving mu-
sic, and singing. From her first al-
bum, Stevie Wonder’s “Innervi-
sions,” to the entire collection of 
Ella Fitzgerald, she was always lis-

tening but studied sculpture and 
opera, not jazz. 

In her 20s, she performed regu-
larly at cabaret clubs in New York, 

with their frequent attendance, and 
has had a lucrative career singing 
jingles. 

Tickets are available at the Pal-

ace Theater Box Office at 203-346-
2000 or www.PalaceTheaterCT.org

Information on all the Jazz Se-
ries shows is at www.neaae.com

POLI CLUB JAZZ

Melissa Newman headlines series concert 

TERRYVILLE >> Divisi, an 
all male a cappella sing-
ing group from Central CT 
State University will give a 
concert on Thursday, Jan. 12 
at 7 p.m. The concert will be 
held in the Terryville HIgh 
School Auditorium. Tickets 
are $5 and the proceeds will 
be shared between Divisi 
and the Friends of Music, 
the parent support group 
for the THS band and choir 
students.

Divisi is a contemporary 
a cappella group whose rep-
ertoire includes a pinch of 
rock, a dash of pop, a lit-
tle bit of doo-wop, a tea-
spoon of R&B, and a bit of 
jazz. Whether your taste is a 
bit more old-fashioned or if 
you like the radio sound of 
a vocal group sounding like 
a full band without the tra-
ditional instruments then 
you’ll love Divisi.  

Their voices are their in-
struments, mimicking the 
drums, brass, winds and 
vocals.  The music has an 

appeal to all ages; younger 
generations may relate 
them to the movie “pitch 
perfect” but instead of a fe-
male a cappella group, Di-
visi is all male. 

Divisi prides itself on 
its ability to sing fun, en-
tertaining, and supremely 
musical repertoire while 
still balancing great inter-
nal and external relation-
ships. The most important 
part of their mission is that 
“our audiences leave feel-
ing entertained and encour-
aged to spread our music to 
others.”

Learn more about Di-
visi at their facebook 
page - https://www.face-
book.com/DivisiCCSU and 
watch a video for a pre-
view - https://www.face-
book.com/Div isiCCSU/
videos?ref=page_internal   

For advance tickets sales 
contact or information, call 
Julie at 860-283-4971. Tick-
ets will also be available at 
the door.

TERRYVILLE

Male a capella group, 
Divisi, to perform  
at high school WASHINGTON >> The acclaimed Wyke-

ham Consort will offer an evening of 
music for this peaceful season of new 
life and light. The concert, Winter 
Moon, is Thursday, Jan. 5 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Wykeham Room of the Gunn 
Memorial Library in Washington. The 
snow date is Thursday, Jan. 12 at 6:30 
p.m.  The concert will feature lulla-
bies and songs of the Sephardic Jews 
and Spanish Renaissance Carols high-
lighting the common core of musical 
expression, similar language and di-
rect emotional content. 

Sephardic music was an expression 
of a culture and way of life and not 
composed to be performed in court. 
The songs were invented and sung 
primarily by women in the home, tell-
ing stories of everyday life. The Span-
ish carols however were composed 
and have come down to us in song-
books from palace and church librar-
ies. The members will provide com-
mentary about their instruments (vi-
ola da gamba, recorders, percussion, 
guitar and voice) and the historic and 
cultural context of the music.  This 
event is generously sponsored by the 
Leroy Anderson Foundation. www.
leroyandersonfoundation.org Space 
is limited. Registration is requested. 
Please contact Margaret Ferguson 
at 860-868-7586, or by email gun-

nprograms@biblio.org.  All of the 
members of Wykeham Consort are 
teachers; three teach at Washing-
ton Montessori School. They strive to 
communicate in a way that is accessi-
ble and that conveys the essence of the 
music. They enjoy creating their own 
arrangements from what may only be 

single line melodies yet they are rich 
in expression and rhythmically excit-
ing. For more information visit www.
wykehamconsort.com  This program 
is free and open to the public but reg-
istration is requested; call 860-868-
7586 for further information or visit 
www.gunnlibrary.org

WYKEHAM CONSORT

‘Winter Moon’ concert features Sephardic 
music, Spanish Renaissance carols
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The Melissa Newman Trio performs Jan. 6 at the Poli Club. 
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Jazz singer Melissa Newman and her trio perform Jan. 6 in Waterbury. 
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The Wykeham Consort returns to Washington to perform a special concert 
in January. From left are Sarah Jane Chelminski (recorders), James Allen 
(Ppercussion), Erica Warnock (bass viol), Andy LaFreniere (guitar) and founder 
Matilda Giampietro (soprano voice). 

matthewsgroupre.com

860-868-0511
Antique Sharon Barn Style

Charming home down a long driveway
yet walk to the Green. Open floor plan,
stone fireplace, exposed beams and antique
wide board floors. Main floor master plus
3 bedrooms upstairs. Covered porch, Koi
pond and wine cellar.

New Price $585,000

Charming 1900’s Cape
Walk to Washington Depot and all amenities
including trails along Shepaug River. Sunset
views from front porch. Renovated with
3 bedrooms, 2 full baths.

New Listing $440,000

Taft School Area
5 bedrooms, 2 fireplaces, built-ins, paneling,
wainscoting and crown molding throughout.
Level fenced yard. Walking distance to town
center and Taft School.

Back on the Market $495,000

Classic Beauty
1930’s Colonial with many recent upgrades.
Outdoor stone fireplace, mature trees,
circular driveway, gardens. Sought after
Washington location w/ flat land and privacy.
Walk to Steep Rock Land Trust trails.

Offering Price $2,400,000

Fox Chase Farm
Elegant Litchfield estate. 4 bedroom + horse
barn with finished play room above. Guest
apartment w/ separate entrance + large
private deck. Main fl master with adjoining
sunroom. 9+/- acres w/ stone terrace and
water garden.

Offering Price $1,195,000

Washington Shingle-Style
Stunning country retreat on 10+/- private
acres. Many recent upgrades. Vaulted great
room, chef’s kitchen, exercise room and
sauna. Har-Tru lighted tennis court and
heated pool/spa. Located in prestigious area
near Steep Rock hiking.

Offering Price $1,695,000

Deck the Halls!
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