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Educators are ex-
pected to touch the lives 
of students, to help them 
build a pathway to the fu-
ture. But how much more 
tangible can this mission 
be than to literally build 
the school in which stu-
dents will study.

That will be the role 
of Region 12 School 
District Superintendent 
Pat Cosentino when she 
travels all the way to 
Constanza in the Do-
minican Republic to 
work with about 50 oth-
er superintendents and 
principals from across 
the country in building a 
vocational school for the 
impoverished students 
in that town.  

Ms. Cosentino will 
participate in what will 
be Lifetouch’s third 
Memory Mission to Con-
stanza. In 2011 and 2012, 
an elementary school was 
built. Ms. Cosentino and 
the other volunteers will 
help with the construc-
tion, but she also plans 
to raise money and bring 
a suitcase full of school 
supplies for the future 
students.  

She will leave for 
Constanza Jan. 20, fly-
ing from JFK to Atlanta 
where she will spend a 
night and meet with the 
other volunteers. From 
there, everyone will leave 
together on a direct flight 
to Constanza, arriving on 
Jan. 21 and leaving on 
Jan. 28 after working for 
a week.  

Ms. Cosentino won the 
trip as part of a Lifetouch 
raffle when she attended 
an AASA (American As-
sociation for School Ad-
ministrators) conference 
in Los Angeles, Calif. On 
the last day of the con-
ference, her name was 
picked with the grand 
prize being a free trip 
to Constanza.  “I was 
thrilled,” Ms. Cosentino 
said. “I thought it was a 
great opportunity. I’m so 
excited that I won. I can’t 
imagine that you can go 
for a week and build a 
school in an impover-
ished farming commu-
nity and not be changed. 
I’m hoping I can do a 
great job with the labor.” 

Before winning the 

raffle, Ms. Cosentino 
wasn’t aware of the work 
that Lifetouch does in 
Constanza or what the 
trip was actually for. 
After winning, the Re-
gion 12 School District’s 
Lifetouch representative 
from the area, Jennifer 
Campanelli, the person 
who does pictures for 
the school, got in touch 
with her and told her the 
trip is for the Memory 
Mission.  

“For the last few 
years, they have sent 
school leaders to the 
DR,” Ms. Cosentino said. 
“World Servant hooked 
up with them and they 
built a school—so far 
two schools have been 
built there. This year, we 
will be building the vo-
cational technical school. 
That the DR is building 
schools, this is the first 
time I’ve heard about 
this. I never knew that 
Lifetouch did this. When 
you’re down there—
Monday through Fri-
day during school hours 
working—we work with 
construction companies 
and work under them. I 
can be open to trying dif-
ferent things. There’s a 
saying that ‘when in the 
Dominican Republic, do 
as the Dominicans do.’”

To prepare for the 
trip, Ms. Cosentino has 
been presenting to all of 
the schools in her dis-
trict. During her time in 
Constanza, she will do 
a Google snapshot with 
a live feed to all of the 
schools in her district, 
exposing the American 
children to the work she 
is doing and to the stu-
dents she will be working 
with. She said it’s impor-
tant to expose her stu-
dents to something like 
this because there is not 
much cultural diversity in 
her schools.  

“It’s important for my 
students to learn about 
the Dominican Repub-
lic,” Ms. Cosentino said.

 “This area is isolated 
in a way—it’s rural and 
not very diverse. Most 
families are middle class. 
I’m not sure that they 
truly understand that 
there are children who 
go to bed hungry and 
wake up hungry. There 
are families that live in 
impoverished areas in 
the world. [We need to] 

understand that if ev-
ery person works to end 
poverty and children’s 
hunger—that’s really 
something that we all 
can do. The more hands, 
the easier the task. [It’s 
also] good to see students 
from different cultures.” 

In addition to conduct-
ing a Google snapshot 
and helping with con-
struction, Ms. Cosentino 
will help with Constan-
za’s picture day. This will 
take place on the Friday 
that she is there, when 
Lifetouch photographers 
will take pictures of the 
students in the schools. 
The pictures will then 
be given to their parents. 
Ms. Cosentino was told 
that most of the students 
in Constanza have never 
had their photo taken be-
fore, so she is excited to 
be a part of that. 

In addition to those 
set tasks, Ms. Cosentino is 
working with her school 
district to raise enough 
money to bring a suitcase 
full of school supplies to 
give to the students in 
the Dominican Republic. 
As part of that fund-rais-
ing effort, she has come 
up with the idea of “coins 
for Constanza” where 

students will bring in do-
nated coins that will go 
toward construction and 
school supplies costs.  

The kind of leader-
ship Ms. Cosentino is 
demonstrating just in 
the lead-up to her trip 
is what Lifetouch had in 
mind when they started 
recruiting school leaders 
from across the country 
to participate in their 
Memory Mission.  

“Change starts at the 
top a lot of times,” Ms. 
Cosentino said. “If you 
have the experience of 
working with people 
who are less fortunate, 
you appreciate every-
thing you have. I try to 
instill that in my teachers 
and students. I stress the 
point of giving back to 
whoever you can … It’s 
important for me to go. 
When you are a leader 
in education, there is an 
importance of raising 
awareness that there is 
poverty in the world.” 

Ms. Cosentino, a di-
vorced single mother 
with one son who lives 
in Bethel, holds a bache-
lor’s degree, two masters 
degrees and a doctorate 
earned at three different 
schools. Her bachelor’s 

and her master’s degrees 
is in elementary educa-
tion are from Queens 
College. Her master’s in 
administration and su-
pervision is from City 
College, and certifies her 
to be a principal or su-
perintendent. She then 
completed her doctoral 
program with Westconn’s 
First Cohort of Instruc-
tional Leaders.  

Much like her educa-
tion’s regional stretch, 
her 21 years of profes-
sional experience is 
spread over New York 
City and Connecticut 
schools. She has spent 
three years as a teacher, 
16 years as a principal 
with 11 of those years in 
Bethel’s School System 
and in 2012 started her 
first superintendent job 
in Region 12’s school dis-
trict—located in Wash-
ington and encompassing 
students from Washing-
ton, Bridgewater and 
Roxbury.

A big part of her want-
ing to participate in Life-
touch’s Memory Mission 
is her intention to inspire 
the students and teachers 
of her school district to 
do similar service work.  

“We should always be 
practicing an attitude of 
gratitude,” Ms. Cosentino 
said. “Sometimes we get 
caught up in the small 
stuff that doesn’t really 
matter. When we see oth-
ers who are less fortu-
nate, we’ll be more grate-
ful for what we do have. 
It’s part of our jobs as hu-
man beings to give back 
to others. We need to be 
reminded sometimes. We 
[can] get wrapped up in 
our own lives and prob-
lems.” 

Ms. Cosentino plans to 
be busy during her time 
in Constanza. She hopes 
to make connections 
with educators across the 
country who are on the 
trip. Through those con-
nections, she wants to 
form alliances and bring 
schools together across 
the United States.  

She also wants to con-
nect with staff and stu-
dents at the schools in 
Constanza. Ms. Cosen-
tino says she is excited 
about spending recess 
with the students and 
going into the village 
to meet their families. 
She doesn’t know ex-

actly what the vocational 
school she is helping to 
build will teach, but she 
believes it will be for 
teaching students the 
skills to successfully go 
into the workforce after 
graduation.  

“I’m expecting a 
good school system,” Ms. 
Cosentino said. [Life-
touch’s Memory Mission] 
is trying to prepare stu-
dents to have a job—skill 
or career—when they 
leave schooling. [We’ll 
be] trying to provide a 
good foundation.”  

Winning the trip to 
participate in the Mem-
ory Mission seems like a 
natural fit for Ms. Cosen-
tino, who stresses service 
work in her school sys-
tem.  

“Bridgewater, Rox-
bury, Washington—those 
three communities are 
very generous,” Ms. 
Cosentino said. “There 
are student groups and 
PTOs that give back. 
They do a lot over the 
holidays for providing 
meals and gifts. 

“There is a model U.N. 
group at the high school 
that has already made a 
donation [to the Memo-
ry Mission trip] because 
they are really interested 
in helping others. We do 
a lot.” 

Ms. Cosentino is look-
ing forward to the trip 
and expects to get a 
lot out of it for the stu-
dents in Constanza, her 
staff and students in her 
school district and per-
sonally. 

“I’m very excited to 
meet new people and 
learn about the different 
cultures,” Ms. Cosentino 
said. “I’m hoping to work 
hard to make a difference 
and see that my efforts 
are helping kids across 
the world. [I’m also] hop-
ing that my students of 
Region 12 will see this as 
an inspiring activity.” 

On a more practical 
level, she just wants the 
trip to go smoothly with 
no delays in the airport 
and she said that while 
she’s down there labor-
ing every day and burn-
ing calories, she might 
as well lose some weight 
while she’s at it.

“If I could lose 10 
pounds, that would make 
me happy,” Ms. Cosen-
tino said.
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Top Designer’s Home in Roxbury
Christopher Boshears has worked with
celebrities throughout the country, now you can
own his newly renovated residence. This Queen
Anne colonial with a surprisingly modern
twist has huge windows and sun-filled rooms.
4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths and 2 loft offices. 6 acres.
New Listing $895,000!

Avalon Farms Estate, Litchfield
Stunning stone and stucco English Country
manor house overlooking the majestic Litchfield
Hills. Live and entertain in style in this lovingly
updated home. 50+/- acres with tennis court,
four car garage, stone pergola, gunite pool,
paddocks and riding trails.
Offering $2,999,000! (subject to bank approval)

Storybook Setting in Cornwall Bridge
Charming 3 bedroom, 2 bath cottage with studio
and brook on 1.7+/- acres. Located just above the
scenic covered bridge in West Cornwall. Walk to
town shops, restaurants and fly fishing. Perfect
launching pad for skiing at Mohawk Mountain.
New Listing $195,000!

Lake Waramaug Vicinity
Wander past Lake Waramaug, Hopkins Inn vineyard
and glorious lake vistas to this cozy enclave at the
top of the hill. 3 bedrooms, 2 loft offices, 3 baths,
huge stone fireplace. 3 bedroom guest house, pool.
Rental Options: Summer @ $40,000, April – May
@ $4,000 per mo. Annual @ $6,000 per mo.
Back on the market! Offering Price $1,200,000

Views of Tyler Lake in Goshen
Beautifully restored 1926 colonial
w/ 3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths. Renovated with
attention to period details: wainscoting, hard
wood floors, leaded glass and butler’s pantry.
Join Tyler Lake association for lake access and
beach.
New Listing $359,000!

Roxbury Estate Area
New shingle style home. 4 bedrooms, 4 baths,
10’+ ceilings, custom kitchen, top of the line
everything. Overlooks flat pasture land with
spectacular views, pool and artist’s studio.
New price $2,995,000 House on 39.5 acres
$2,150,000 House on 7.5 acres
$845,000 for 32 acre building site


