
All around the country, the real estate market 
has been steadily improving. Although we held 
our ground better here than many regions did, 
the slump was definitely significant. Now, as 
we ring in 2014, we thought it would be a good 
time to look back, compare the numbers, and 
see how far we’ve come. “This is the first time 
that I can say yes, the market in Newburyport  is 
back,” said Stone Ridge Properties partner Mike 
Mullins. 

In the two most populous communities in our 
area, Newburyport and Amesbury, sales of both 
single-family homes and condominiums are up 
by 17% from 2012. Homes are also selling faster, 
with the average days on the market lower in 
both cities.

Newburyport’s 2013 numbers are looking very 
close to 2007’s, when the market last peaked. 
The average sale price in ‘07 was $540,929, 
and the average sale price at press time was 
$533,358.

The Stone Ridge coverage area’s second-ranking 
community, Amesbury, has not met its 2007 
numbers, at $321,052 for this year versus 

$396,909 six years ago. Both single-family 
homes and condos are down by about 19% 
over that time. The bright spot, though, is that 
condominium prices in the Carriage City have 
shown great gains this year, with an increase of 
42% from 2012 to 2013.

Mike Mullins sees a strong sales year ahead. 
“Some of it will depend on how well the 
economy goes,” he said. “But at this stage it 
appears that nationally we’ve got traction. The 
market has stabilized, and foreclosures and short 
sales are way down. I’d say we’re over the hump.”

Market Check-Up: Is it Back? 

Please visit us online at www.stoneridgeproperties.com or at facebook.com/stoneridgeproperties

Big Changes at 
the Page School
Winter in West Newbury 
started with great pride, as 
the Page School unveiled its 
$10 million-dollar renovation 
and addition. A ribbon-
cutting ceremony was held 
in December to celebrate the 
extensive improvements at 
the town’s only elementary 
school.

The need for more cafeteria 
space was the catalyst for 
the project, as the existing 
lunchroom was far too small. 
Students had to eat lunch 
in six shifts, as opposed to 
the two lunch periods that 
the state recommends. The 
former cafeteria was converted 
into office space with a new, 
more secure entrance. A new 
gymnasium was also built 
on to the back of the school 
building, and upgrades were 
made to the heating system, 
roof, windows, restrooms, and 
electrical system.

Another highlight of the 
improvements is a $25,000 
science lab that was funded 
by the Pentucket Education 
Foundation through a 
generous grant from the 
Institution for Savings. “The 
Institution for Savings has just 
been phenomenal,” said Sandy 
Berkenbush, a Stone Ridge 
Properties partner and PEF 
board member. “Over the past 
three years, they’ve donated 
$175,000, and we couldn’t be 
more grateful.”

Here’s an overview of Stone Ridge Properties six core communities: 

Newburyport: As the hub of our region, the 
Clipper City is a destination that offers a little 
bit of everything to its residents.

Newbury: Rich in history, and the largest in 
area among these six, Newbury features great 
variety, from beachside homes on Plum Island to 
the residential-yet-rural Byfield. 

West Newbury: This well-to-do town offers 
equine properties, Merrimack River frontage, 
agricultural flavor and beautiful rolling hills, as 
well as plenty of recreational areas for public use.

Amesbury: Massachusetts’ smallest city offers a 
good mix of architectural styles and price points, 
along with a downtown that has shopping, 
restaurants, and even a small grocery store. 

Salisbury: This coastal town boasts a large state 
beach with amusements nearby, plus homes 
for a wide range of budgets, from affordable 
condominium units to spacious oceanfront 
properties.

Merrimac: Commuting convenience and large 
lots are just some of the features of the mighty 
Merrimack River’s namesake town.

Single-Family Homes: Average Selling Price, 2007 vs. 2013
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Here are recent listings for single-family homes sales in West 
Newbury. For a complete updated listing of recent sales throughout 
the area, please visit us online at www.stoneridgeproperties.com.

Recent Area Sales In the Community

3 Waterside Ln 
8 room, 4 bed, 2f 1h bath 
Style: Colonial  DOM: 356
List: $459,000
Sale: $434,000

220 Middle Street 
11 room, 5 bed, 2f 0h bath 
Style: Colonial  DOM: 213
List: $524,900
Sale: $500,000

22 Kimball Rd  
8 room, 4 bed, 2f 1h bath 
Style: Cape  DOM: 140
List: $624,900
Sale: $624,900

243 Middle Street  
10 room, 4 bed, 2f 2h bath 
Style: Colonial  DOM: 285
List: $699,900
Sale: $699,900

83 River Road  
8 room, 4 bed, 3f 2h bath 
Style: Victorian  DOM: 92
List: $1,180,000
Sale: $1,100,000

135 Indian Hill Street  
9 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath 
Style: Colonial  DOM: 40
List: $439,900
Sale: $440,000

246 Middle Street  
8 room, 3 bed, 3f 0h bath 
Style: Gambrel /Dutch  DOM: 69
List: $449,000
Sale: $434,000

177 River Road  
7 room, 4 bed, 3f 0h bath 
Style: Colonial  DOM: 217
List: $575,000
Sale: $526,000

67 Bridge Street  
7 room, 2 bed, 1f 1h bath 
Style: Farmhouse  DOM: 62
List: $339,900
Sale: $335,000

13 Donovan Drive  
6 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath 
Style: Cape  DOM: 20
List: $389,000
Sale: $389,000

15 Prospect  
7 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath 
Style: Farmhouse  DOM: 134
List: $369,000
Sale: $360,000

122 Georgetown  
9 room, 4 bed, 3f 1h bath 
Style: Colonial  DOM: 168
List: $625,000
Sale: $600,000

24 Whetstone Street  
8 room, 3 bed, 2f 0h bath 
Style: Colonial  DOM: 9
List: $349,000
Sale: $335,000

525 Main St  
10 room, 4 bed, 2f 0h bath 
Style: Ranch  DOM: 49
List: $389,900
Sale: $330,000

212 Ash Street  
7 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath 
Style: Cape  DOM: 7
List: $429,000
Sale: $436,000

335 Main Street  
10 room, 4 bed, 2f 1h bath 
Style: Colonial  DOM: 79
List: $575,000
Sale: $590,000

3 Main Street 
7 room, 4 bed, 2f 0h bath 
Style: Cape  DOM: 9
List: $339,000
Sale: $349,000

110 Indian Hill Street 
11 room, 4 bed, 2f 1h bath 
Style: Colonial  DOM: 32
List: $649,000
Sale: $632,400

14 Donovan Drive  
9 room, 4 bed, 2f 1h bath 
Style: Colonial  DOM: 24
List: $395,000
Sale: $406,000

8 Merrill St  
8 room, 4 bed, 2f 1h bath 
Style: Colonial  DOM: 51
List: $569,900
Sale: $569,900

408 Main St  
9 room, 4 bed, 1f 1h bath 
Style: Victorian  DOM: 72
List: $360,000
Sale: $345,000

566 Main Street  
7 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath 
Style: Colonial  DOM: 59
List: $342,900
Sale: $330,000

11 Crane Neck Street 
8 room, 2 bed, 2f 0h bath 
Style: Farmhouse  DOM: 8
List: $330,000
Sale: $332,500

Old Newbury Bonfire
The garlands and colored lights have been taken down, but 
what happened to all those discarded Christmas trees? Around 
here, they aren’t discarded—they are repurposed to make more 
memories at the annual Old Newbury Bonfire.

Municipal crews collect residents’ trees and take them to a field 
by the Spencer-Peirce-Little Farm, a National Historic 
Landmark. The three-story pile will be set afire around dusk, to 
warm and delight the crowd. 

The bonfire is scheduled for Saturday, January 11, from 3 to 9 
p.m. Before the flames roar skyward, you can take a tour of the 
Spencer-Peirce-Little farmhouse (circa 1690), admire the ice 
sculptures, enjoy food and drink from local vendors, and dance 
to the music.

We New Englanders have the tough skin and that lets us enjoy 
a January evening outdoors, especially with friends old and new. 
The Old Newbury Bonfire is surely the place to warm your 
heart when spring seems so far away. 

6 Captain Pierce Drive  
10 room, 4 bed, 2f 1h bath 
Style: Colonial  DOM: 70
List: $499,900
Sale: $488,000

15 Indian Ridge Road  
7 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath 
Style: Ranch  DOM: 142
List: $589,000
Sale: $600,000

219 Main Street  
7 room, 3 bed, 2f 0h bath 
Style: Antique  DOM: 97
List: $449,500
Sale: $429,500

579 Main Street  
6 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath 
Style: Cape  DOM: 7
List: $219,900
Sale: $215,000

36 Crane Neck Street  
8 room, 4 bed, 2f 1h bath 
Style: Colonial  DOM: 13
List: $459,900
Sale: $420,000

174 Crane Neck 
8 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath 
Style: Ranch  DOM: 64
List: $429,900
Sale: $430,000

West Newbury Single Family Listings: 29 
Avg. Days on Market (DOM): 89 
Avg. List Price: $484,562  
Avg. Sale Price: $471,762  

Condominiums
15 Ridgeway Circle 
8 room, 2 bed, 2f 2h bath
Style: Townhouse  DOM: 197
List: $519,900
Sale: $579,136

446 Main Street 
4 room, 2 bed, 2f 1h bath
Style: Townhouse  DOM: 176
List: $310,000
Sale: $305,000

446A Main Street 
4 room, 2 bed, 2f 1h bath
Style: Townhouse  DOM: 88
List: $295,000
Sale: $287,000

West Newbury Condominium Listings: 3 
Avg. Days on Market (dom): 154 
Avg. List Price: $374,967  
Avg. Sale Price: $390,379  



Upcoming Events

January 5 & 19, February 2  
& 16, March 2, 16 & 30
Newburyport Winter Farmers 
Market
The Tannery Marketplace, 
Newburyport
9 AM – 1 PM
Shop in comfort under the 
heated tent, as local merchants 
offer root vegetables, soaps, 
baked goods, and other year-
round delights.
www.thenewburyportfarmersmarket.org

January 11
4th Annual Old Newbury 
Bonfire
Spencer-Peirce-Little Farm, 
Newbury
3 – 9 PM
Great family fun happens 
mid-winter in commemoration 
of the 1701 purchase of the 
land that is now Newbury. The 
feature of the event is a three-
story-high stack of burning 
Christmas trees, but there’s 
plenty more to do as well: eat, 
drink, dance, tour the Spencer-
Peirce-Little House, and meet 
up with friends old and new.

January 18
Raptors of the Parker River 
National Wildlife Refuge 
Joppa Flats Education Center, 
Newburyport
9:30 AM – 12 PM
You’ll learn so much about 
the birds of prey that inhabit 
the region in this intriguing 
program led by a naturalist. 

amateurs as well as acted and 
directed by amateurs.  
978-462-7336.

February 8
Eagle Festival 
Various locations along the 
Merrimack River
9 AM – 1 PM
Experienced and beginner 
birdwatchers alike flock to the 
Merrimack River’s banks to 
celebrate our national symbol 
and hope for a close-up sighting. 
Bundle up and bring your 
binoculars to scout for eagles 
and other birds on your own 
or with a guided tour. There 
are indoor activities, too. Free 
admission. 978-462-9998.

February 8
Winter Blues Festival
Blue Ocean Music Hall, 
Salisbury
8 PM
For the fifth straight winter, 
blues music will get the blood 

Participants will meet at the 
center and then head out to 
various parts of the refuge to 
seek out raptors in the wild. 
Everyone should bring their 
own binoculars and dress for 
the weather. $15 for Mass 
Audubon members, $18 for 
nonmembers; please call 978-
462-9998 to register.

January 24, 25 & 31, 
February 1
The New Works Festival
Firehouse Center for the Arts, 
Newburyport
Performance times vary; please 
see www.firehouse.org for a 
complete listing
During this popular annual 
event, local writers, actors and 
directors have the opportunity 
to showcase their talents as 
the audience learns about the 
various steps in the writing 
and development of a play. 
The plays performed during 
the festival are submitted by 

pumping on a cold Saturday 
night during this very popular 
event. Wear your dancing shoes, 
because you won’t be able to 
stay in your chair once the 
tunes get going. $27.  
978-462-5888

March 2
Symphony by the Sea
Firehouse Center for the Arts, 
Newburyport
3 PM
Discerning music fans will love 
this afternoon of exquisite 
entertainment featuring folk 
songs and religious pieces 
performed by the Symphony by 
the Sea professional chamber 
orchestra. Maestro Donald 
Palma will direct and conduct, 
as well as play his double bass. 
$35 adults, $5 students. 
978-462-7336.

March 15
Manhattan Transfer
Blue Ocean Music Hall, 
Salisbury
8  PM
Longtime jazz/boogie-woogie/
pop quartet Manhattan Transfer 
brings its unique blend of 
sounds to Salisbury for this late-
winter concert. They’re sure to 
perform their biggest hit, “The 
Boy from New York City,” along 
with many others.
$49 VIP Gold Circle, $39 
Reserved. 978-462-5888.

PEF’s Winter WarmerHere’s just a sampling of  
area wintertime events! Call  
or visit the websites listed  
for more details.

Saturday January 25th 
Four years ago, the Pentucket Education Foundation (PEF) came up with 
a brilliant way to heat up the coldest month and raise funds at the same 
time. The Fourth Annual Winter Warmer, featuring a high-energy live 
performance by Don’t Call Me Shirley, will take place on Saturday, January 
25th, at Veasey Park in Groveland. This popular cover band plays a mix of 
well-known songs designed to get the crowd dancing—and that’s sure to keep 
everyone warm on a mid-winter night.

The PEF is an all-volunteer nonprofit that supports excellence in education within the Pentucket school 
district, which consists of the six schools in Groveland, West Newbury and Merrimac. Other highlights of 
the event will be a sale of local artists’ work, a wine, beer, and spirit tasting, and sampling of wonderful food 
from various sponsors. 

Veasey Park is located at 201 Washington Street in Groveland. Tickets for the Winter Warmer are $25 in 
advance and $30 the night of the event; please contact Sandy Berkenbush at 978-815-4751 to reserve yours.

There are plenty of words for 4 Illsley Hill, starting with exquisite, unique, elegant, and 
exclusive. Nearly every room in the 8,260-square-foot home has a water view, stretching 
over the Indian Hill Reservoir on to Cape Ann. No detail has been overlooked, from the 
muraled dining room walls to the incredible rotunda living room accented with pillars 
and a curved wall of windows. There’s also a Great Room with fireplace and hot tub, 
situated beside another rounded bank of windows, as well as a sauna, steam room and 
glassed-in shower. The four bedrooms boast walk-in closets, and of course, more views. 
Outdoors, there’s an Infinity Pool with gorgeously landscaped terraced grounds, 
surrounded by five-plus acres with outbuildings. This property is ideal for horses, 
retirement, or just gracious living. $1,750,000

Featured Property: 4 Illsley Hill, West Newbury



Brown Spring Farm is a true piece of West Newbury’s 
strong agricultural history. The classic New England 
Victorian farmhouse, painted white with black trim, was 
built in 1880. Its beauty is both understated and bold, 
with great detail and character inside and out. Thanks 
to excellent sun exposure and fertile soil, the nine-acre 
spread has produced abundantly over the decades: many 
generations in the town have looked forward to shopping 
at the Brown Spring Farmstand throughout harvest season. 

The four-bedroom, one-bath home is currently listed for 
sale for $1.5 million, including the nine acres of farm 
and pasture land with barns and other outbuildings. It 
has served well as an equine property, and its barns and 
pastures are ready to accommodate horses again. Please 
contact Stone Ridge Properties at 978-463-4322 for more 
information.

Then & Now: Brown Spring Farm, 866 Main Street, West Newbury

Now find Stone Ridge Properties at: 
www.facebook.com/stoneridgeproperties

Visit our website at:  
www.stoneridgeproperties.com
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