
We also made sure to include lots of convenient links to great resources for both buyers and sellers. 
You’ll find links for:

• Individual town pages with maps, info on schools, population data and more

• Helpful links such as Customizable Moving Planners and the U.S. Postal Service’s 
online change-of-address form

• Charities that accept donations of clothing, furniture and other items you don’t want 
to take with you when moving

To access our mobile site, use the browser on your smartphone to visit www.stoneridgeproperties.com.

On August 13, Stone Ridge Properties’ Amesbury 
office made the move from 26 Friend Street to 
20 Market Street. While it wasn’t by any means 
a long-distance move, it was surely a pleasant 
one, as Broker/Owner Cathy Toomey and our ten 
Carriage City-based Realtors and employees now 
occupy the beautiful space that originally housed 
the Amesbury Hardware Store. The pre-Civil 
War building dates back to 1861 and combines 
some historical architectural elements with 
modern updates.

“It has really high tin ceilings and a little exposed 
brick,” Cathy Toomey said. “There are wall-to-
wall windows that are not original, but they are 
very pretty.” Cathy was especially pleased with 
the movers’ work. “It went just great—as smooth 
as silk.”

The move is part of a group of exciting changes 
now happening at Stone Ridge. We’ve added five 
new agents to gear up for the vastly improved 
real estate market. We’ve also launched the new 
mobile-friendly version of our website (please see 
the adjacent article for details). Our Realtors are 
also just getting to know the convenience of the 
new Dotloop (www.dotloop.com) service we’ve 
signed on to. Dotloop is a fabulous, cutting-
edge tool that makes real estate transactions 
more convenient than ever. For example, it 
allows agents, buyers and sellers to share and 
sign documents online, including purchase & 
sale agreements. We’re excited about the great 
efficiency it’s adding to our transactions while 
saving everyone involved lots of time.

The Amesbury Office Move 

Please visit us online at www.stoneridgeproperties.com or at facebook.com/stoneridgeproperties

We’ve Gone Mobile 
We are very excited about 
the Stone Ridge Properties 
mobile website, which lets 
home buyers use their cell 
phones to optimally access all 
the information they need. 

Mobile compatibility is 
especially crucial for a real 
estate site, because potential 
buyers can learn more about 
a listed property when they’re 
standing right in front of it. 
They can just navigate to the 
mobile site and immediately 
get information and see photos 
of the inside of the home.

Immediacy is the name 
of the game with mobile 
devices, and our mobile site 
is designed for quick loading 
and scrolling. You can open 
different sections as you 
scroll, without having to 
load a whole page. The site 
is also set up for optimum 
convenience. For example, 
if you feel “love at first site” 
with a property and want to 
speak with us immediately, 
you can click to call the 
listed agent, or let the site 
use your mobile device’s 
GPS to find your location 
and dial the nearest Stone 
Ridge office. You can also take advantage of the site’s Search Near Me feature, which uses the GPS to search for properties around your 
location, with driving directions literally at your fingertips.
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55 Ashland Street, Newburyport 
8 room, 3 bed, 2.5 bath 
Style: Saltbox     DOM: 32 
List: $839,900 
Sale: $815,000

7 Brown Street, Newburyport 
9 room, 4 bed, 3.5 bath 
Style: Cape     DOM: 342 
List: $849,900 
Sale: $845,000

167 Elm Street, Byfield 
13 room, 5 bed, 3.5 bath 
Style: Antique     DOM: 29 
List: $850,000 
Sale: $835,000

54 Woodland Street, Newburyport 
11 room, 3 bed, 4.5 bath 
Style: Shingle      DOM: 137 
List: $859,000 
Sale: $815,000

7 Twig Rush Lane, West Newbury 
11 room, 4 bed, 3.5 bath 
Style: Cape     DOM: 348 
List: $899,900 
Sale: $870,000

15 Bromfield Street, Newburyport 
8 room, 4 bed, 2.5 bath 
Style: Colonial     DOM: 46 
List: $899,900 
Sale: $885,000

52 River Meadow Court,  
West Newbury 
9 room, 4 bed, 3.5 bath 
Style: Colonial     DOM: 203 
List: $899,900 
Sale: $875,000

34 Bromfield Street, Newburyport 
7 room, 3 bed, 2.5 bath 
Style: Colonial     DOM: 298 
List: $899,900 
Sale: $852,500

4 River Meadow Drive, West Newbury 
10 room, 4 bed, 2.5 bath 
Style: Colonial     DOM: 15 
List: $925,000 
Sale: $925,000

20 Fruit Street, Newburyport 
10 room, 5 bed, 3 full/2 half bath 
Style: Antique     DOM: 50 
List: $945,000 
Sale: $900,000

78 Middle Street, Newburyport 
11 room, 5 bed, 2.5 bath 
Style: Colonial DOM: 20 
List: $949,900 
Sale: $955,000

3 37th Street, Newbury/Plum Island 
6 room, 3 bed, 2.5 bath 
Style: Contemporary     DOM: 77 
List: $949,900 
Sale: $850,000

146 High Street, Newburyport 
15 room, 6 bed, 2 full/2 half bath 
Style: Colonial     DOM: 511 
List: $995,000 
Sale: $970,000

101 River Road, Merrimacport 
11 room, 4 bed, 3 full/2 half bath 
Style: Greek Revival DOM: 180 
List: $995,000 
Sale: $960,000

360 North End Boulevard,  
Salisbury Beach 
8 room, 3 bed, 2.5 bath 
Style: Colonial     DOM: 1 
List: $999,000 
Sale: $937,500

41 Way to the River Road,  
West Newbury 
12 room, 4 bed, 4.5 bath 
Style: Contemporary     DOM: 406 
List: $999,999 
Sale: $989,999

82 Middle Street, Newburyport 
7 room, 4 bed, 3 bath 
Style: Other     DOM: 27 
List: $1,050,000 
Sale: $1,000,000

80 Middle Street, Newburyport 
7 room, 4 bed, 3 bath 
Style: Other     DOM: 27 
List: $1,150,000 
Sale: $1,150,000

83 River Road, West Newbury 
8 room, 4 bed, 3 full/2 half bath 
Style: Victorian     DOM: 92 
List: $1,180,000 
Sale: $1,100,000

6 Washington Street, Newburyport 
10 room, 4 bed, 2.5 bath 
Style: Colonial     DOM: 23 
List: $1,239,000 
Sale: $1,200,000

5 Kimball Road, West Newbury 
13 room, 4 bed, 3.5 bath 
Style: Other     DOM: 1748 
List: $1,250,000 
Sale: $1,150,000

251 Middle Road, Newbury 
10 room, 4 bed, 5 bath 
Style: Cape     DOM: 1024 
List: $1,295,000 
Sale: $1,075,000

7 Columbus Avenue, Newburyport 
10 room, 4 bed, 4.5 bath 
Style: Colonial     DOM: 4 
List: $1,299,000 
Sale: $1,200,000

40 Middle Street, Newburyport 
7 room, 3 bed, 2.5 bath 
Style: Greek Revival     DOM: 7 
List: $1,325,000 
Sale: $1,262,500

39 Way to the River Road,  
West Newbury 
9 room, 3 bed, 3.5 bath 
Style: Other     DOM: 1748 
List: $1,275,000 
Sale: $1,275,000

78 Rogers Street, West Newbury 
11 room, 4 bed, 3.5 bath 
Style: Other     DOM: 37 
List: $1,495,000 
Sale: $1,375,000

17 Federal Street, Newburyport 
11 room, 4 bed, 3.5 bath 
Style: Antique     DOM: 665 
List: $1,495,000 
Sale: $1,450,000

185 High Street, Newburyport 
10 room, 5 bed, 4 bath 
Style: Antique     DOM: 237 
List: $1,895,000 
Sale: $1,690,000

Single Family Listings above $800K: 28 
Average Days on Market (DOm): 244 
Average List Price: $1,182,487 
Average Sale Price: $1,154,769

Here are listings of recent area sales over $800K. For a 
complete updated listing of recent sales throughout the area, 
please visit us online at www.stoneridgeproperties.com.

Recent Area Sales

This truly one-of-a-kind property offers more than 26 acres of undeniable privacy, 
4,000+ sq. ft. of gracious living space, and a two-story 36’ x 50’ barn. Soaring 13’ 
double- and triple-tray ceilings and custom woodwork and built-ins are the 
hallmark of this open floor plan. The main living area is on the ground floor, 
including a beautifully appointed kitchen and family area, formal living and dining 
rooms, a spacious master suite and two additional bedrooms. The fourth bedroom is 
a guest suite above the heated garage. Enjoy panoramic views from your deck, take 
a hot tub under the stars, relax around the mammoth fire pit, or roam the wooded 
path surrounding the entire property.
$1,295,000  
For more information, please visit StoneRidgeProperties.com.

Featured Property: 51 Fern Avenue, Amesbury

In the Community
The Amesbury Educational Foundation, Inc. 

The Amesbury Education Foundation (AEFI) was formed in 1981 
to support unique and challenging learning programs in the 
community’s public schools. Its devoted members work to raise 
funds through private donations to support numerous grants for 
teachers and scholarships for students. For example, the Jordan M. 
Shay Scholarship is given to a student pursuing a service career, 
and the Jeffrey Donovan Scholarship goes to an aspiring fine artist. 
There are also special awards given each year to teachers and 
administrators who are nominated because they’ve clearly made a 
difference in shaping young minds.

AEFI is closing in on a very admirable $400,000 in grants and scholarships since its 
inception. Please see the foundation’s website (www.aefionline.com) for more 
information and to find out how you can help support their efforts or nominate a 
special Amesbury educator.



October 3
The Greater Newburyport 
Wedding Event
Black Swan Country Club, 
Georgetown, 5:30–8:30 PM
Has the question been popped? 
Then this event is a must. In 
addition to a display of bridal 
gowns, there will be caterers, 
florists, venue representatives 
and many more seasoned 
wedding professionals. $10 
admits 2. 978-462-6680, ext. 11.

October 12
Amesbury Firefighters’ Chili 
Cook-Off
The Barking Dog parking lot, 
Amesbury, 12–4 PM
Some like it hot, some like it 
not so hot. Chili is a favorite 
autumn food, and several flame-
fighting teams will pit their 
recipes against each other’s 
while you taste them all and 
pick your favorite. 
978-388-1333.

October 13 & 14
Newburyport’s Fall  
Harvest Festival
Downtown Newburyport, 
10 AM–5 PM
Get out in the crisp air and 
bright sunshine for a favorite 
Port City event. Art, crafts, 
food, vendors and live music 

September 20-22 & 27-29
Mill River Winery Dirt to Bottle
(Part of Trails & Sails Tours)
Mill River Winery, Rowley, 
2–4 PM
On this 21-plus tour, you’ll 
go behind the scenes and 
learn about winemaking, from 
growing and crushing grapes to  
the big reward: tasting the final 
product. The free tour includes 
a barrel tasting of red or white, 
with additional flights available 
for $5. 978-432-1280.

September 22
Pedal the Port—Community 
Bike Festival
Newburyport Rail Trail, 
10 AM–4 PM
Our Rail Trail, part of the 
Coastal Trails Coalition’s 
beautiful network of paved 
paths, is one of Newburyport’s 
true jewels. There will be a bike 
race along with games, vendors 
and a Community Ride and 
Family Fun Ride.

September 28
Octoberfest
Newburyport Art Association, 
Newburyport, 12–6 PM
This event features everything 
from exquisite German food 
and beer to games and rides for 
the kids. It’s all backed up with 
live German music. 

September 28 & 29
American Music &  
Harvest Festival
Spencer-Peirce-Little Farm, 
Newbury, Saturday: 11 AM– 
6 PM, Sunday: 11 AM–7 PM
What’s more American than a 
celebration of baseball, music, 
and a historic New England 
farm? This full weekend of 
activities includes all that 
plus Vintage Base Ball (played 
with 1861 rules), and bluegrass, 
folk, funk, and other music, 
including 17th-century tavern 
songs. $10/day for members, 
$15 nonmembers. 
617-227-3956.

combine to make Columbus 
Day Weekend something for 
every member of the family to 
remember.

October 18
Witches’ Night Out
Downtown Newburyport, 
6–9 PM
Witches and warlocks alike 
haunt the downtown shops 
on this Halloween version of 
Invitation Night. Put on your 
witch’s hat or most ghoulish 
costume and enjoy merchant 
hospitality, shopping specials 
and more.

October 18
John Cafferty & the Beaver 
Brown Band
Blue Ocean Music Hall, 
Salisbury, 8 PM
These longtime Rhode Island 
rockers have been making 
original music since 1972. 
They’ll perform their biggest hit, 

“On the Dark Side,” along with 
many other great songs.

October 19
Great Pumpkin Lighting  
& Stroll
Market Square, Newburyport, 
6–9 PM
This fun Halloween event 
invites families to bring their 

The Autumn Evening of Giving

Each October, the Amesbury Educational Foundation, Inc. (AEFI) awards a $10,000 grant in a special event 
called the Autumn Evening of Giving. This generous grant, the Jordan M. Shay Memorial Grant, is given 
to a teacher or group of teachers in Amesbury who sponsor a unique and innovative educational program in 
the city’s public school system. Jordan, a 2005 graduate of Amesbury High School, joined the U.S. Army and 
then tragically lost his life in Iraq. Knowing the great risk involved with his service, Jordan told his mother, 
Holly Shay, that if he didn’t make it back home, he would like her to honor his memory by supporting 
education in their hometown.

Past winners have included programs related to boat building for high school students, physical fitness for 
elementary school students, and making math accessible for all. Most of the funds for the grant are raised 
each April at the Jordan M. Shay Bowling Tournament.

The event will feature a four-course buffet, a silent auction, and a poker-style raffle: competitors purchase a 
sealed envelope (one for $20, three for $50) containing five cards, to be opened during the event. The best 
three hands win, with the top prize being $1,000 cash. The Ale House will offer special prices on draught 
beers, and each person attending will get a commemorative pint glass. Tickets are $25 per person and can be 
purchased online at http://www.aefionline.com/event/4th-annual-autumn-evening-of-giving/.

Featured Property: 51 Fern Avenue, Amesbury

carved pumpkins to display on 
Market Square. Everyone gets 
a votive candle to light around 
6:15. Merchants downtown and 
in the Tannery will also display 
their jack o’ lanterns, so plan to 
walk around and see them all.

November 1 & 2
Livingston Taylor
The Firehouse Center, 
Newburyport, 8 PM
Livingston Taylor first came to 
this area as a child to visit his 
grandparents on Rings Island. 
Now he routinely sells out 
performances at the Firehouse 
Center, where he’ll perform for 
two nights. $29 members, $32 
nonmembers. 978-462-7336

November 3
The Pirate, Princess & the Pea
Crabgrass Puppet Theatre
The Firehouse Center, 
Newburyport, 1–3 PM
The little ones (and grownups, 
too) will treasure this charming 
puppet show starring a princess 
a pirate, and even some sharks 
and sea monsters. $9 students, 
$11 adults. 978-462-7336

Upcoming Events

Monday October 21  •  6 –9 PM  •  Ale House, Amesbury 



The Chain Bridge crosses the Merrimack River, linking 
Newburyport and Amesbury. It’s actually two different 
bridges, with the span on the Newburyport side officially 
called the Chain Bridge, while the span linking Deer 
Island to Amesbury was renamed in 2006 to honor 25-year-
old Derek Hines, who died in action in Afghanistan on 
September 1, 2005. The 225-foot swing span is one of the 
prettiest bridges in Massachusetts, and the only suspension 
bridge in the state’s DOT database. The series of bridges 
at this site included a timber truss bridge built in 1792 and 
the early “chain bridge” that replaced it in 1810.  

That bridge was a suspension bridge that featured wrought-
iron chains and timber towers and deck, but it collapsed 
under an overloaded ox cart in 1827. In 1894, the streetcar 
railway, seen in the photo at left, was first routed over the 
bridge. Not many years after that, the bridge deteriorated 
and Essex County planned to replace it with a steel tower/
cable suspension bridge with the original chains included 
just for show. Instead, the design plan evolved to the 
concrete towers and steel cables that we currently see. 
The timber deck was removed in 1938 in favor of modern 
concrete and steel grid.

Then & Now: The Chain Bridge, Newburyport
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