
HOMEOWNER:  
SPRING MAINTENANCE

TREES

INTERIOR
Is it time for a bi-annual HVAC check-up and 
servicing? ductwork, furnace, A/C compressor, 
bathroom vents should all be checked for damage, 
cleaned and serviced

Check plumbing for signs of leaks; look for water 
staining on ceilings; check faucets for drips and the 
flapper in the toilet tank to be sure it hasn’t worn

Check your sump pump to be sure it’s draining 
properly and plugged into a dedicated GFCI outlet

Chimney check-up - even if you don’t use it regularly; 
it should be inspected annually and cleaned 
periodically, dependent on your level of use

Make it a habit to check your smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors (put it on the calendar!) 

Consider using a dehumidifier

Inspect trees (especially those close to structures); 
remove dead or diseased trees and overhanging 
limbs

EXTERIOR
Inspect concrete (cracks in driveway?), check 
for signs of wear on chimney, facade, and along 
foundation, have a professional inspect your roof for 
signs of wear

Clean out gutters (twice per year) as clogged gutters 
can wreak havoc; be safe! - this is another job best 
done by a professional

Paint; look for signs of peeling, chipping, cracking 
and rot, and remember that paint is a protectant; 
you may choose to do touch-ups yourself, or hire 
a professional if you need the whole house done 
(scheduling in Spring will allow a team to get to you 
by the end of summer)

Remove storm windows, wash windows inside and 
out; repair or replace screens before mounting

Wash exterior; avoid power washers whenever 
possible as they may damage siding or masonry 
- a garden hose will most often due; use detergent 
sparingly (as it may harm plants) and cover ground, 
and hedges with plastic sheeting 

Sweep decks in preparation, then inspect for cracked 
wood, loose nails or softness; wet with garden hose, 
use a pump sprayer to spray cleaning solution/water 
mixture; wait 10 minutes before scrubbing; treat a 
wooden deck with borate for algae to protect from 
wood rot; let the wood dry for a few days before 
staining and sealing

Pool: treat water, check and change valves and 
filters, and inspect equipment - a pool service will 
make it easy!

Weather seal wood surfaces on decks/porches 
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Questions?  
Your IPJ Broker is happy to help!

EQUIPMENT
Drain the fuel from and add stabilizer to your snow 
blower before you store it; may wish to have a 
professional check and clean motor and parts

Send your lawnmower out for a tune-up (a small 
engine repair company can sharpen blades, change 
spark plugs, etc.)

GENERAL
Rake remaining leaves

Lay mulch on flowerbeds and beneath hedges

Turn outside faucets on and check for damage

Renew maintenance contracts for lawn service if you 
use one

LAWN/HEDGES
Reseed lawn, fill in patches; keep mown

Plant your annuals (and perrenials!); give them plenty 
of water!) 

Fertilize late spring (or when grass turns bright green, 
and lilacs bloom)

Edge gardens, mulch

Check your lawn for gravel/stone/dirt seepage from 
roadways and driveways (consider renting a power 
broom from your local equipment dealer!)


