
HOMEOWNER:  
FALL MAINTENANCE

GARDEN

GUTTERS/ROOF
Once leaves have fallen, call for gutter cleaning and 
inspection service - your gutters should be clear and in 
great working order before winter sets in

If there’s evidence of damage or vulnerable areas, 
Call for a roof inspection; make repairs before the 
snow starts to fall

This is a great season to plant perennials like peonies, 
columbine or hydrangea, and bulbs such as tulips, 
daffodils and hyacinth (anytime before the ground 
freezes)

Also a good time to plant trees and shrubs and reseed 
your lawn; be sure to give new plants plenty of water 
before they go dormant

Cut back perennials as needed

FAUCETS/HOSES
Before the first freeze, drain and shut off your outdoor 
faucets (unless they are “frost free”!)

Role up your hoses and store
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FIREWOOD
Stock up on seasoned firewood if you plan to use your 
fireplace/woodstove over the winter

Stack it on pallets to avoid moisture from the ground 
seeping upward

Do not pack the wood too tightly (fungus may grow)
cover with plastic or metal sheeting

Do not store inside your home for more than a week (it 
may attract insects)

RAKING LEAVES
A light layer of leaves under shrubs and trees provides 
a natural mulch, protecting roots over the winter

If you’d rather not rake and bag your leaves for 
removal, mow over them roughly once a week until 
trees above are bare - the leaves will provide nutrients 
while being broken down enough not to smother your 
lawn (leaving the leaves whole and on the ground 
often leads to mold growth!)

INSIDE
Service central air systems (you can do this at the same 
time as you service your furnace/boiler)

Window air conditioners may be left in place, if sealed, 
covered and insulated on both inside and outside to 
prevent drafts (or remove and store upright)

Have your furnace/boiler and ductwork serviced; a 
clean system is more energy efficient, and an inspection 
will alert you to problems; check and replace air filters 
as necessary; test your thermostat; make sure heating 
vents are open and nothing is blocking them

Call the plumber for an annual checkup if your home 
is heated with steam; consider draining water from 
the boiler to remove sediment that has collected 
and settled; refill it before turning on; your plumber or 
heating specialist will be able to test valves

If you did not get your chimney cleaned and inspected  
in the Spring, do it now

Check windows and doors for drafts; install your storm 
windows

Inspect dryer vents annually by an HVAC specialist; 
clothes dryers cause fires!

Fall is a great time of year to get inside projects going 
- contractors have wrapped up their busy summer 
schedules and may have the time! Give them a call!

Questions?  
Your IPJ Broker is happy to help!


